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Coupeville, WA 98239

 

Attn: EV21/CZ (P-8A SEIS Project Manager) RE: Draft SEIS for the Introduction of P-8
Multi-Mission Maritime Aircraft into the US Navy Fleet, Whidbey NAS I believe that the
document is grossly deficient and requires rewriting. The current document is inadequate
for the purpose of making an informed decision. The FONSI's summarized in Table ES-6
of the Draft SEIS related to noise and air emissions are completely unsupported. While
the Draft SEIS makes the statement that increasing the number of aircraft at NAS
Whidbey will not affect operations at OLF, but there is no substantiating documentation.
What is the baseline for OLF? If Ault Field is seeing a reduction in the number of flight
operations due to the change from P-3C aircraft to P-8A aircraft why would it not be
reasonable to have Ault Field handle more EA-18G training missions, given the
inadequacy of OLF? Since it is recognized by the Department of the Navy that the P-8A
is louder than the aircraft that it is replacing, the analysis is not complete. Having a
baseline noise measurement at a 1000 foot altitude ignores the fact that the greater noise
levels are being generated closer to the ground and are, thus, more dangerous. Also the
Navy's use of a 24 hour average for noise is completely inadequate as it ignores the
danger posed by single event noise bursts. There are sensitive uses within unacceptably
high noise contours. The fact that there are going to be fewer operations does not alter
the fact that these sensitive uses are already being subjected to unacceptably high noise
levels and having louder aircraft exacerbates this problem. What mitigation is the
Department of the Navy proposing? Deception Pass State Park is Washington's most
visited state park, with over 2 million visits a year. The State has to put a notice on its
web site warning potential visitors that they may be subjected to jet noise emanating from
NAS Whidbey. With louder aircraft coming on line this will further degrade the experience
of visitors to the park, yet the SEIS offers no alternatives or mitigation efforts. There is no
discussion fuel dumping in the SEIS. There should be an analysis of when, where and
how much fuel is dumped and the impact of that dumping on public health and on the
environment. Of particular concern is the dumping of fuel on farmland or on sensitive
wetlands. The calculations related to air emissions do not take into account the dangers
posed by leaded fuel. Lead was legislated out of the domestic fuel supply decades ago,
but it is still present in jet fuel. There needs to be a calculation of the impact of continuing
to use leaded jet fuel on public health and on the environment. The projected
construction cost of Alternative #1 exceeds $111 million and Alternative #2 is projected to
cost over $180 million. These costs appear unreasonable in light of the work being
outlined in the SEIS. The US Department of the Navy needs to rework and reissue the
Draft SEIS. The inadequate analysis contained in the current document does not provide
a sufficient basis for the making of an informed decision by the Secretary of the Navy.
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I am very concerned that the addition of P-8s being brought to Ault Field will result in
more Growlers training at the OLF. My suggestion would be to transfer all of the P-8s to
Whidbey Island and move the growlers to an unpopulated area. The Navy's job is to
protect citizens, not to cause them mental and physical harm. Living directly under the
touch and go path (never signed or saw the official County noise disclosure) is
horrendous. We would not have bought here had we known. Even this summer, while
activities at the OLF have been suspended, the constant roar of the Growlers from Oak
Harbor reverberating over Penn Cove is very unpleasant. It's sad to say that we would
fare better if we were enemies under the Geneva convention which prohibits subjecting
enemy combatants to sustained noise and lack of sleep. We would move if we could sell
our house and would be happy to sell it to the Navy fully furnished (high bluff waterfront
on Penn Cove built in 2004). The Navy has literally ruined my life.
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A local organization recently filed a law suit in the U.S. District Court, naming the Base
Commander and requesting that the Navy prepare a detailed environmental impact
statement on the transition to EA18G Growlers. The Base Commander has agreed to do
this study as well as prepare an EIS on transition of expeditionary squadrons to the EA18
Growlers. The law suit contains environmental data that indicates introduction of 49 P-8
aircraft in addition to the EA18G aircraft would compromise the ability of the Growler
pilots to perform night carrier landings and would cause serious injury to children, unless
a new "outlying field" became accessible to the air station. Therefore, I believe that it
would be a waste of time and money to conduct an EIS on introduction of the 49 P-8A
aircraft, until the baseline environmental impact studies are complete. All of these aircraft
types use the single runway at NAS Whidbey and interact in various ways with the OLF
to produce a significant composite environmental impact. Thank you for consideration of
these comments. 
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To whom it may concern: I am submitting this letter in response to the draft EIS
distributed on Whidbey Island, Washington in connection with the Navy's intention to
assign additional squadrons of P-8 Aircraft to NAS Whidbey. As you well know, there is
an additional EIS underway relating to bringing additional squadrons of EAp18 Growlers
to NAS Whidbey, and I believe it is not only deceitful, but unlawful for the environmental
impact of this enormous aggregate increase in aircraft noise, pollution, population, and
activity to be considered as separate environmental events, which may negate the
significance of the total and very real environmental impact of the increase in both. I
consider this a means to alter the true impact of these statistics. Furthermore, the Navy
has misrepresented its environmental impact in previously filed EIS's. For example, in
determining the number of decibels to which communities in flight paths would be
exposed during touch and goes by Growlers, the Navy average the number of decibels
over a 24 hour period during which there were hours when no flights, let alone touch and
goes were occurring,thereby producing an average number of decibels which would not
be harmful to human health. That EIS statement negated the very real fact of residents
being exposed to decibel levels well in excess of 100 decibels for hours at a time, for
days at a time, which even the Navy has admitted is injurious to human health. Again,
this appears to me to be a deceitful way to present statistics. Humans do not experience
sound ameliorated over 24 hours, rather as a single event noise burst. I have had to
invest in hearing aids 2 years after moving here and have experienced negative health
effects from these flights. I know the Navy spends a considerable part of their budget
compensating Navy members for their hearing loss working around these more powerful
jets. The Navy admitted that the P-8s are somewhat louder than the P-3Cs they are
replacing, but claims that elevation in sound will be offset by fewer training flights since
pilots do a great deal more training in simulators. On page 13 of the draft EIS where
noise levels are charted the Navy is measuring the noise at 1000 above ground level and
for the P-8 that is 95 decibels (departure) and 87 (arrival). Has the Navy even considered
determining just how many homes, schools, and businesses will be subjected to noise in
excess of that number of decibels as the planes are reaching and descending from 100
feet? As a former teacher for 30 years, I can attest to the impact on student health and
learning. Our patients in Coupeville's hospital are also impacted as they are subjected to
the same level of decibels as the schools. As for the Growlers, the noise levels at 1000
feet are even higher. When they fly over my home on Parker Road over a mile from the
Outlying Field in Coupevill they do not appear to be even 200 feet above ground level
during touch and goes. They have flown over my house so low that my normally calm
dog flattened herself to the ground and I was able to see the pilot. Your public information
officer at NAS Whidbey said the requirement for flights over water was only 500 feet.
Since this is an island and homes and schools and businesses are built close to water,
and water magnifies sound that bounces off of it, we are subjected to volumes of noise
often in excess of 134 decibels. This excessive noise has made living here in my new,
well-insulated home a nightmare. I am unable to be outside at all when these flights are
conducted. I felt physically ill for weeks after constant day and night flights went on for
weeks. I believe Coupeville is being treated as a throw-away community. We, as citizens
and supporters of our Navy, have a right to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness."
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Why is it acceptable for our rights to be violated with our own tax dollars? The EIS for the
additional P-8s which mentions touch and goes at Ault field, doesn't mention touch and
goes by EA-18s at the OLF at all. That is a major problem with that EIS. Increasing the
number of P-8 squadrons at Ault field would, by necessity, make the OLF even more
necessary for not only Growler practice,but the draft P-8 EIS gives anticipated touch and
go noise estimates for the P-8s which we, the community, were told at the scoping
meeting were not part of the P-8 training as P-8s did not land on carriers, so touch and
go training was unnecessary for P-8s. Was this another Navy untruth? If P-8s pilots will
not train on touch and goes, why are numbers provided for that training in those planes?
As an organic gardener with livestock, I am also very concerned about the lack of
information in the SEIS regarding dumping of jet fuel, which still contains lead for the
military use. I want to know when, where, and how much fuel is dumped and the impact
of that dumping on public health and on the environment, particularly on wetlands and
farmland. To conclude, the Navy must consider the aggregate increase in all flight activity
at NAS Whidbey and the effect of all increased activity, not only at Ault Field, but at the
OLF which is not much bigger than a football field and is simply not large enough to
accommodate training activity. Crash zones are not even mentioned in the EIS and the
crash zones for the OLF not only include my home, but two schools and a hospital. Not
only was I not provided a disclosure of Navy activities prior to purchasing my land 14
years ago, but I was not told I was in the loudest noise zone above 75 decibels and in the
crash zone. Coupeville has outgrown the OLF and Navy jets have out-powered the OLF.
As jets get louder as they get progressively more powerful, the Navy must undertake a
reasonable long-term solution: moving training to uninhabited areas. These modern jets
do not belong in a 1940's airfield built for airplanes in a residential area. Relocate the
Outlying Field. Sincerely, 
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Coupeville, WA 98239

 

As a retired Audiologist (MS, Gallaudet University) I have found that the previous EIS
inadequate if not downright deceitful regarding the noise emitted by the P-8A and
EA-18G (Growlers.) Hearing Loss and Tinnitus are the most prevalent disabilities in the
military and are the most compensated to the tune of 7.5 billion dollars between
1977-2005. In 2005 alone the cost was almost 800 million. These statistics can be
verified by the Department of Defense. Since then the increase in noise levels emitted by
these airplanes has risen dramatically. The effect of noise on hearing, tinnitus, sleep
deprivation,stress and blood pressure are well documented and cannot be disregarded.
Nor can the noise be "averaged" out such as day and night averaging since the effects
on humans and animals occurs in real time. This is why I am stating that an EIS based on
this method is deceitful to the public. Our home is located about 1 mile from the OLF
Whidbey Island and before NAS Whidbey discontinued flight operations at the end of
May 2013 (probably to improve their yearly "average") I was exposed to 118dBA-129dBA
for 6 hours in one day (not counting all the other days in 2013 alone.) Even with noise
protection, while working in our yard, the noise was intolerable and has likely shifted my
hearing threshold. Even while in our home noise levels were above 85dBA making any
conversations difficult and interrupting sleep. Not surprisingly, loud noise and sleep
deprivation are used as a form of torture and as defined by the Geneva Convention. My
concern is that increasing the squadrons of P-8A at NAS Whidbey will now increase the
number of touch and goes at OLF Whidbey when they plan to resume practice in January
2014. While there is significant effort placed on educating military service men and
women on protecting their hearing it certainly is not doing so for the general public that is
exposed to this noise unwillingly. In central Whidbey this has become a major public
health issue and is not even addressing the fuel dumping on Penn Cove, Saratoga
Passage, Ebey's National Reserve and our homes. Nor does it address the fact that our
homes are in the crash zone including 2 public schools, 1 hospital and the Island County
seat. This needs to be addressed by the EIS. In August 2013  Commanding
Officer, Naval Station Everett and B.Bolivar, Rear Admiral, Commander , Navy Region
Northwest stated "We are proud of our environmental stewardship and are committed to
operating in an environmentally responsible manner where national defense and
environmental protection are, and must be, compatible goals. Our vision is to be
recognized as an environmentally friendly neighbor, actively engaged in community
outreach, resource conservation and pollution prevention while effectively executing the
Navy mission. Our policies include integrated support from tenant commands to the
installation Commanding Officers to instill a culture of environmental stewardship and
continual improvement. The chain of Command will support the attainment of
environmental objectives and targets and ensure that personnel consider environmental
impacts when executing their mission. We are committed to:Continual Improvement,
Awareness, Resource Conservation, Environmental Compliance. Signed by the above.
The EIS needs to address these issues since it appears that NAS Whidbey does not
follow this Environmental Policy and spending $100-180 million and relocating these
landing strips in a less populated and less environmental sensitive area seems to be
money that would be well spent.
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 1 

 2 

Attendee's Name:  3 

Address:  4 

  Oak Harbor, WA.  98277-5755 5 

Phone:  6 

 7 

   My concern is that we have a  8 

 wonderful place to live and if we have a lot  9 

 of additional noise the quality of life  10 

 suffers.   Now I know the political process 11 

 here, they are after the money but quality 12 

 of life is what matters to me more than  13 

 money and as you heard the last person say, 14 

 gosh, if the Navy pulls out of here where  15 

 would all the money go.  I love the Navy  16 

 base, that's why I moved here.  I use it  17 

 all the time.  I was at the commissary  18 

 today when one of those growlers was going 19 

 over and I had to plug up my ears because  20 

 it was very painful.  The P-3's are good 21 

 neighbors, I'm not so sure about the P-8's, 22 

 whether they are going to be good neighbors 23 

 or not.  I’m very concerned about that.  I 24 

 really hope that they would not increase the 25 
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 runways either at OLF, the outlying field  1 

 at Coupeville -- I hope they don't increase 2 

 the runway out there in order to 3 

 accommodate the new P-8's.  The people in  4 

 Oak Harbor get the money from the Navy but  5 

 the people in Coupeville, they don't.  So  6 

 if they're going to torture anybody, torture 7 

 us here in Oak Harbor.  I really do  8 

 appreciate the Navy Base but I wish they 9 

 wouldn't put too many airplanes up here. 10 

  The other thing is I've heard that if 11 

 they stationed not only the Growler 12 

 Squadrons but the P-8 Squadrons up here we 13 

 will be the largest facility of this kind on 14 

 the West Coast and I fear that might paint 15 

 a great big target on us and this is a  16 

 little place with minimal security.  So if 17 

 any of those bad guys come around and say  18 

 'oh, wow, the largest facility of this 19 

 kind'; that is not safe.   20 

  Quality of life is my most important 21 

 concern and I hate to see it degraded.  So 22 

 I hope they will minimize the P-8's and get 23 

 rid of the Growler's completely, take them 24 

 out to China Lake or to Yakima.  We have us 25 
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 a nice place to live with the Navy Base but  1 

 I don't know if they can have everything.  I 2 

 do hope the quality of life will continue to 3 

 be so great.   4 

  One time I almost ran off the road on 5 

 Ault Field Road going to the Navy Base and 6 

 this was the Growlers, they were so loud  7 

 that my ears rang for twenty minutes after 8 

 that.  Today I was at the commissary at the 9 

 Navy Base, in front of it when one of them 10 

 went over and that is when I had to close my 11 

 ears up because I have very good hearing.  12 

 I’m 75 and I don't want to lose my hearing 13 

 and I hate to think that these multiple 14 

 events may degrade my hearing to where I 15 

 need hearing aids, which a lot of people do. 16 

 I have been told I have good hearing for my  17 

 age and I don't want to degrade it whether  18 

 I'm on the Navy Base or right out side the 19 

 Navy Base.  And then my garden, which is  20 

 down on City Beach, almost every day when 21 

 I'm down there working and they are flying 22 

 over I have to grab my ears but that is just 23 

 the way it is.  I know on the flight line 24 

 the guys have to wear ear protection and at 25 
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 the Navy Hospital they have a chart that  1 

 says 65 decibels and above can be damaging  2 

 to your hearing and they are talking about 3 

 93 decibels or 118, my gosh.   4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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1 PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

2 (4:00 p.m.)

3 MR. : My name is

4 My address is

5 Oak Harbor, Washington, 98277.

6 Okay. I am extremely interested in this process.

7 I came to Oak Harbor in 1991 as their new high school

8 principal. I was a drilling Naval Reservist at that time.

9 I retired from the Naval Reserve in 1993.

10 I'm like I think most Americans are in that a

11 home purchase is one of the major things you do in your

12 lifetime. So you always do a little research, or at least I

13 do. And I have been here, of course, drilling with the

14 Naval Reserve on occasion prior to moving here, was well

15 aware that it was a Naval air station. And where you have a

16 mass number of airplanes in a significant particular area of

17 space there -- there will be some noise. So when you go

18 home shopping you look for a home that provides the best

19 opportunity for the lifestyle that you desire to have.

20 That being said, if you haven't done that

21 research and you come to town and buy property on a whim and

22 then later wish to complain about that, I think shame on

23 you.

24 So I, as a veteran, whole-heartedly support the

25 Navy and its mission. I don't think we send out volunteers
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1 in our all-volunteer force to defend this country without

2 the best training imaginable and possible. If we can't do

3 that, again, shame on us.

4 What else do I tell you? If the Navy needs me,

5 I'm there.

6 * * *

7 : ,

8 , Coupeville,

9 Washington.

10 Stop destroying Coupeville. We heard the same

11 hollow words during Vietnam, that we had to destroy it so we

12 could protect its freedoms. This jewel of the Northwest

13 geography and historical seaport heritage are being

14 destroyed by the same mindless decision-makers. Thousands

15 of my community members have devoted years of environmental

16 good stewardship, celebration and preservation of a unique

17 territorial seaport farming community.

18 You destroy any peace and solitude that my

19 community works hard to achieve. You are the hell from the

20 heavens above. You poison the environment physically,

21 economically and socially.

22 Go to Lemore. Go someplace where you are not

23 physically threatening the civilians on the ground. This is

24 an island with limited resources. You have far exceeded

25 those resources.
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1 * * *

2 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: Noise, of course, is

3 a -- a big problem. When the squadron flies, you know, it's

4 an hour and a half of continuous noise; very disruptive,

5 very annoying. The only recourse is to head for the

6 basement with hearing protection and a book. And then a

7 second squadron come through, you know, five or six

8 airplanes, six takeoff and landings, and then a third

9 squadron. So it's five or six hours of disrupted home life.

10 I heard of one lady, had a newborn baby, that

11 baby was screaming every time the jets were flying. Babies

12 have sensitive hearing.

13 What about the wildlife? We have deer. We have

14 all kinds of birds. Crockett Lake, you know, all those

15 birds migrate through there. Economic issues. We have

16 three state parks here on the island. Daughter and

17 son-in-law were up at Deception Pass. Their night was

18 ruined by jets flying. Been down to Fort Casey a number of

19 times and the jets fly, it's unbearable. But the main -- my

20 main concern is safety of flight. I don't know whether

21 these pilots get bored in their racetrack pattern around,

22 but I've seen some crazy things like playing tag, getting

23 close to one another. That's very dangerous.

24 I personally observed an absolutely terrifying

25 incident where a pilot was out of the normal racetrack
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1 pattern. I think he was trying to pass up some other

2 fellows in his squadron. He was below 300 feet, flaps up,

3 gear up, at high speed, and then a sharp turn. I mean,

4 that's kind of like doing acrobatics over homes. So we have

5 these hot-shot pilots doing acrobatic mo -- maneuvers over

6 homes, schools and businesses. That should never happen.

7 Safety of flight I think is -- is a major concern. I should

8 not have to be terrified of being in my home when the jets

9 fly.

10 * * *

11 : address

12 , all one word, Coupeville. Let's see. My

13 occupation, Federal Aviation Administration, head of the

14 Airports Division of the Northwest Region from 1971 to 1984.

15 In other words, I'm retired. I only put this in because

16 I -- I know aviation and was involved in the planning and

17 development of airports all over the United States for about

18 30 years.

19 I like airplanes. I like to watch airplanes.

20 When I purchased my property 37 years ago I had the noise

21 contours for the OLF in my office and reviewed them before I

22 purchased the property. We were well outside of Zones 1, 2

23 and 3, and so I felt it was very safe to purchase the

24 property at that time, which we did, and we've enjoyed

25 living there for the last 23 years.
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20 When I purchased my property 37 years ago I had the noise

21 contours for the OLF in my office and reviewed them before I
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1 My comment today is with regard to the new

2 aircraft, the EA-18 Growler. The primary problem appears to

3 be that the pilots are either unable or unwilling to fly the

4 prescribed pattern. The older aircraft seem to do quite

5 well at flying the prescribed pattern, but the new aircraft

6 fly a much wider pattern, and therefore impact a greater

7 area.

8 I have observed this ever since -- we've lived

9 there for 25 years, and the different aircraft, because as I

10 say, I like -- I like airplanes, I like to watch airplanes.

11 So there is a very definite problem with the new aircraft in

12 the flying pattern, much wider, therefore impacting a much

13 greater area. That's it.

14 * * *

15 :

16 and I live at in

17 Coupeville. I'm retired, but I'm a former Associate Dean at

18 the School of Dentistry at Oregon Health and Science

19 University.

20 Well, we just moved here last fall, and we moved

21 here for a number of reasons. One was because our daughter

22 is in Seattle, and the other was because we really like the

23 area, and we had been in the desert for awhile in Oregon and

24 really wanted to get back to the Northwest Cascade-type

25 area.
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11 So there is a very definite problem with the new aircraft in

12 the flying pattern, much wider, therefore impacting a much

13 greater area. That's it.

14 * * *

15 :

16 and I live at in

17 Coupeville. I'm retired, but I'm a former Associate Dean at

18 the School of Dentistry at Oregon Health and Science

19 University.

20 Well, we just moved here last fall, and we moved

21 here for a number of reasons. One was because our daughter

22 is in Seattle, and the other was because we really like the

23 area, and we had been in the desert for awhile in Oregon and

24 really wanted to get back to the Northwest Cascade-type

25 area.
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1 And when we came up here and bought we did sign a

2 release from the Realtor that is very vague. It says that

3 there are some flights in the area and they do go over the

4 town of Coupeville, but they said nothing about the noise

5 level or the intensity when they roar over, or the

6 frequency.

7 And we moved up here in mid October, and we

8 happened to leave December 1 to go away for the winter last

9 year, and then we were back in March and April. And we were

10 shocked at the amount of noise that we have to put up with

11 day and night. And we're not in the worst situation. We're

12 in an area where they do fly over and you do hear the roar.

13 And I wear a hearing aid. I have to put my hand over my

14 ear. I try to go inside when they come over because it's

15 just so loud.

16 If we had known the extent of the noise we would

17 not have purchased a home here. And I think that's

18 affecting a lot of people. It's a wonderful area, but it's

19 not so wonderful when the jets fly. And I have met two

20 people who have their homes for sale who can't sell them.

21 And the feedback to the Realtors is that it's just not

22 realistic to live with this noise. So I think it's -- it's

23 a difficult situation. And I'm supportive of the military,

24 but I'm also supportive of the citizens. And, you know, if

25 we're -- if the military is supposed to protect and serve

1234



www.likkelcourtreporters.com depos@likkelcourtreporters.com
LIKKEL and ASSOCIATES (800) 686-1325

Page 9

1 they should be serving us all, and I do feel at this point

2 that we're not being well served, that we're being harmed in

3 this area, our health, our mental health, our hearing

4 health, and we should come to some compromise or some

5 solution.

6 I'm sure at one point the Outlying Field was

7 really outlying, way out there, but it -- it's not today.

8 It's on a busy road. We were actually driving on it and the

9 jets took off and landed, and I swear we could have waved to

10 the pilot because it was so close and so loud. It was very

11 distracting. So what I'm hopeful is that they'll come up

12 with something that will provide training for the pilots,

13 but not at the expense of so many people's lives, which is

14 what I'm seeing here. That's it.

15 * * *

16 :

17 My address is

18 in Coupeville. Do you

19 want the zip code, too? . And I'm retired.

20 First, I think it's misleading to have separate

21 EIS studies for the P-8As and the Growlers because we're

22 talking about many additional squadrons on Whidbey Island,

23 and what should be studied is the total impact of all this

24 new activity on Whidbey Island and its residents.

25 My second major concern, of course, is noise.
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1 they should be serving us all, and I do feel at this point

2 that we're not being well served, that we're being harmed in

3 this area, our health, our mental health, our hearing

4 health, and we should come to some compromise or some

5 solution.

6 I'm sure at one point the Outlying Field was

7 really outlying, way out there, but it -- it's not today.

8 It's on a busy road. We were actually driving on it and the

9 jets took off and landed, and I swear we could have waved to

10 the pilot because it was so close and so loud. It was very

11 distracting. So what I'm hopeful is that they'll come up

12 with something that will provide training for the pilots,

13 but not at the expense of so many people's lives, which is

14 what I'm seeing here. That's it.

15 * * *

16 :

17 My address is

18 in Coupeville. Do you

19 want the zip code, too? 98239. And I'm retired.

20 First, I think it's misleading to have separate

21 EIS studies for the P-8As and the Growlers because we're

22 talking about many additional squadrons on Whidbey Island,

23 and what should be studied is the total impact of all this

24 new activity on Whidbey Island and its residents.

25 My second major concern, of course, is noise.
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1 The Growlers -- a Growler, shortly after Memorial Day, flew

2 over my house and broke the glass on a painting that had

3 been hanging on the same spot on the same wall for over six

4 years. If that sound can break glass, what is it doing to

5 our bodies?

6 We -- we can't sleep because very often the noise

7 goes well past 1:00 in the morning and it starts before 7:00

8 in the morning. When are we supposed to sleep? And I don't

9 have grandchildren here on the island, but what about kids?

10 When are they supposed to sleep so they can learn in school?

11 The Growlers should not be flown in inhabited

12 areas. We moved here from less than a mile from the Willow

13 Grove Naval Air Station in Pennsylvania where we lived for

14 16 years without ever making a complaint. Ever. We never

15 had a complaint for the first five-plus years we lived here,

16 but since the Growlers have started our health has

17 deteriorated. It is a nightmare. They should not be flown.

18 My -- I just learned today that they're thinking

19 of bringing a plane that's even noisier than the Growlers.

20 Are they F-35s? Something with a number. I mean, and

21 they're going to be doing touchdowns at the OLF when they

22 phase out the Growlers? I mean, this is an impossible

23 situation.

24 The other aspect is we have to keep our windows

25 closed when -- when the planes are flying because they're
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1 dumping fuel. I'm chemically sensitive. I have a disease

2 called mastocytosis, M-A-S-T-O-C-Y-T-O-S-I -- S-I-S.

3 Mastocytosis. Anyhow, I may not have spelled that right

4 because I usually have to write it out, but I'm extremely

5 sensitive to chemicals. We searched the entire country

6 looking for a place with clean air and water and cool

7 temperatures because my body doesn't properly regulate heat.

8 And we chose Whidbey Island because up through 2002 when we

9 started looking for a place to retire Whidbey Island was the

10 place in the entire country reasonably close to medical

11 facilities but with clean air and water and cool

12 temperatures. It was -- we moved 3,000 miles for that, and

13 now we can't open our windows. I can't drive in the car

14 with the windows open because we get whiffs of jet fuel,

15 which we never had before for the first five years we lived

16 here. So that's another issue.

17 And I -- I really think the Growlers have to move

18 somewhere else. They shouldn't be flown over inhabited

19 areas. Thank you.

20 * * *

21 : ,

22 I'm a former clinical laboratory

23 scientist. I'm retired. I moved here just about a month

24 ago. I have a P.O. box right now, but we are going to be

25 building a house soon. I'm starting to have second thoughts
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1 dumping fuel. I'm chemically sensitive. I have a disease

2 called mastocytosis, M-A-S-T-O-C-Y-T-O-S-I -- S-I-S.

3 Mastocytosis. Anyhow, I may not have spelled that right

4 because I usually have to write it out, but I'm extremely

5 sensitive to chemicals. We searched the entire country

6 looking for a place with clean air and water and cool

7 temperatures because my body doesn't properly regulate heat.

8 And we chose Whidbey Island because up through 2002 when we

9 started looking for a place to retire Whidbey Island was the

10 place in the entire country reasonably close to medical

11 facilities but with clean air and water and cool

12 temperatures. It was -- we moved 3,000 miles for that, and

13 now we can't open our windows. I can't drive in the car

14 with the windows open because we get whiffs of jet fuel,

15 which we never had before for the first five years we lived

16 here. So that's another issue.

17 And I -- I really think the Growlers have to move

18 somewhere else. They shouldn't be flown over inhabited

19 areas. Thank you.

20 * * *

21 :

22 I'm a former clinical laboratory

23 scientist. I'm retired. I moved here just about a month

24 ago. I have a P.O. box right now, but we are going to be

25 building a house soon. I'm starting to have second thoughts
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1 about it because of this noise. My husband is not uptight

2 about it, but I'm a little uptight about it because of

3 the -- you know, them saying -- what I thought it was when I

4 came to the meeting, I thought it was only going to be a

5 meeting to address the lawsuit that was brought earlier in

6 the year against the Navy for the noise, but now what I'm

7 finding out is this is an informative session to tell the

8 public that more airplanes and more squadrons are going to

9 be coming to NAS Whidbey. So that is sort of a little

10 unsettling to me.

11 A couple things that I wanted to say, you know,

12 it's all my opinion, but I did go to a couple information

13 sessions so I feel like I am informed about it. No. 1, I

14 feel that the Navy should continue to do the training as

15 they've been doing July through December of this year

16 wherever they have been doing the training. They haven't

17 been flying over Coupeville. Try to continue to do it that

18 way and then supplement with flights to OLF. In other

19 words, maybe do a little more training at Ault Field and a

20 little less training at OLF and that might help the

21 situation right there. It doesn't matter if they have an

22 increase in the number of Growlers.

23 No. 2, the flights should not happen after

24 midnight because that disrupts the sleep of anybody that's

25 in the area near OLF. This is a community with school
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1 children, there is a hospital here, and there are a lot of

2 residential -- residential homes near that area. And

3 talking to a couple people, they say like in the summertime

4 the flights can go on most of the night.

5 No. 3, studies have shown that the noise levels

6 being generated are above those acceptable by OSHA

7 standards. So for example, the 113 decibels generated by --

8 I'm not concerned about Oak Harbor where they're taking off

9 and landing because that's at the airfield there. There are

10 no residences under the airplanes. But over here at OLF,

11 when they do their maneuvers, the same number of decibels

12 are generated and it's around where people are living. And

13 OSHA standards have shown that that's way above what is

14 acceptable for anyone's hearing. That can cause hearing

15 loss just on a single occurrence.

16 No. 4, Ebey's Landing is a national reserve and

17 should be spared high noise levels for the sake of both the

18 quality of life and the historical importance of the area.

19 And No. 5, are the Growlers really quieter than

20 the Prowlers?

21 No. 6, maybe because Coupeville -- of Coupeville

22 opposition you should relocate to Andrews Air Force Base

23 instead of bringing them here to relocate. Maybe they

24 should consider possibly relocating to an area that doesn't

25 have as much opposition, community opposition.
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1 No. 7, the sound -- this is -- I'm repeating

2 myself here, but the sound generated at OLF is far above

3 safe sound levels even for single-event exposure.

4 And No. 8, as the number of aircraft increase and

5 the number of operations increase here there is more of a

6 chance that there's going to be a crash of some sort with --

7 in -- in the area of Coupeville which is where the residents

8 are opposing this aircraft. That's another reason why.

9 When you have all these aircraft flying overhead there's

10 more of a chance that there might be a crash into a

11 populated area. And that's it.

12 * * *

13 : My name is ,

14 We've been on Whidbey Island for seven

15 years. We live in Admiral's Cove right in the flight

16 pattern, and we miss our -- we miss our jets. We do. We

17 miss them. My father was military, Marine Corps. My son

18 builds jets. He's an engineer for Lockheed in California.

19 I appreciate that a lot of people don't like the

20 noise, but I feel these pilots are fighting so that we have

21 the freedom to have this public forum, and people need to be

22 able to give a little. I understand it's loud. We think

23 it's really loud sometimes, but we have to do our part for

24 the military. That's how I feel.

25 And I'm just really proud that these pilots put
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1 No. 7, the sound -- this is -- I'm repeating

2 myself here, but the sound generated at OLF is far above

3 safe sound levels even for single-event exposure.

4 And No. 8, as the number of aircraft increase and

5 the number of operations increase here there is more of a

6 chance that there's going to be a crash of some sort with --

7 in -- in the area of Coupeville which is where the residents

8 are opposing this aircraft. That's another reason why.

9 When you have all these aircraft flying overhead there's

10 more of a chance that there might be a crash into a

11 populated area. And that's it.

12 * * *

13 : My name is ,

14 . We've been on Whidbey Island for seven

15 years. We live in Admiral's Cove right in the flight

16 pattern, and we miss our -- we miss our jets. We do. We

17 miss them. My father was military, Marine Corps. My son

18 builds jets. He's an engineer for Lockheed in California.

19 I appreciate that a lot of people don't like the

20 noise, but I feel these pilots are fighting so that we have

21 the freedom to have this public forum, and people need to be

22 able to give a little. I understand it's loud. We think

23 it's really loud sometimes, but we have to do our part for

24 the military. That's how I feel.

25 And I'm just really proud that these pilots put
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1 themselves in the hot seat here. I mean, there's a lot of

2 irritated people, but I think a lot of people in Coupeville

3 are retired. On the whole island, this is the retirement

4 area. They do not want anything to interfere with their

5 retirement. They don't want it in their yard, but they

6 don't care if somebody else has it in their backyard. I'm

7 sorry. That's how I feel. And I love the Navy. And that's

8 it.

9 * * *

10 : My name is -- or

11 , and I live in Coupeville at

12

13 I have lived on Whidbey Island about 25 years.

14 When I moved here I came to Whidbey as the new Post Master

15 in town. I have a history from my childhood with Whidbey

16 Island from camp -- family camping trips, picnics, school --

17 school field trips, and -- and I've always loved Whidbey.

18 And when I had the opportunity to move here I thought I'd

19 died and gone to heaven.

20 I knew when I moved here about the aircraft

21 noise, about the touch-and-goes at OLF Coupeville here. And

22 when I got the job here and first moved over here I rented

23 for a year and a half to give myself time to live under the

24 aircraft patterns of OLF. And I found a place out at

25 Shangri-La Shores just to the east of OLF, very close, but
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1 themselves in the hot seat here. I mean, there's a lot of

2 irritated people, but I think a lot of people in Coupeville

3 are retired. On the whole island, this is the retirement

4 area. They do not want anything to interfere with their

5 retirement. They don't want it in their yard, but they

6 don't care if somebody else has it in their backyard. I'm

7 sorry. That's how I feel. And I love the Navy. And that's

8 it.

9 * * *

10 : My name is -- or

11 and I live in Coupeville at

12 .

13 I have lived on Whidbey Island about 25 years.

14 When I moved here I came to Whidbey as the new Post Master

15 in town. I have a history from my childhood with Whidbey

16 Island from camp -- family camping trips, picnics, school --

17 school field trips, and -- and I've always loved Whidbey.

18 And when I had the opportunity to move here I thought I'd

19 died and gone to heaven.

20 I knew when I moved here about the aircraft

21 noise, about the touch-and-goes at OLF Coupeville here. And

22 when I got the job here and first moved over here I rented

23 for a year and a half to give myself time to live under the

24 aircraft patterns of OLF. And I found a place out at

25 Shangri-La Shores just to the east of OLF, very close, but
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1 very much in the traffic -- the air traffic pattern.

2 That's where I discovered that I can't tolerate

3 the noise. I am -- I am physically impacted by it. It's

4 not just inconvenient or annoying. It actually hurts me

5 physically. It disrupts and tears up my body right down to

6 my toes. And after I experienced that noise -- that's why I

7 wanted to find out what -- what it was like -- I realized I

8 could not -- I couldn't live directly under the aircraft

9 patterns.

10 So I inquired with Island County where the -- the

11 noise zones were, where the flight patterns were, and they

12 gave -- I don't even think I got a map at that time. I

13 didn't then. But they told me, you know, the areas around

14 central Whidbey Island that were least likely to be

15 impacted. One of those areas was the ac -- in the town of

16 Coupeville. And I was told that that area was somewhat off

17 limits, limited for air -- you know, there shouldn't be

18 much, if any, aircraft traffic over there, that area.

19 So I also called the Navy. I -- I got a number

20 from the county that they recommended that I talk to. I

21 couldn't tell you the number anymore or who it was. That

22 was over 25 years ago. But I got the same information about

23 the town of Coupeville. There were other areas, like out

24 just north of Penn Cove and the West Beach area and a few

25 others that were -- they told me about, but since I was Post
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1 Master in Coupeville I thought, well, this is great. I can

2 live in the town of Coupeville and be fairly sure that I

3 won't have to deal with that.

4 And so I bought a lot and I built a house in the

5 town in Coupeville. That's my address. I've

6 been there since I moved here -- well, since I left the

7 rental house after I moved here. That was -- everything was

8 fine until about roughly -- I can't be exact, but about

9 three years ago. The aircraft started flying over my house

10 a lot here in the town of Coupeville. And I -- I got the

11 number to call. I think they told me the number was for a

12 duty officer or whatever, but on -- at the base. And every

13 time this occurred I would call. And my calls -- I was told

14 that my calls were being recorded, or logged or whatever,

15 however they term that.

16 So in 2011 there were many instances, mostly in

17 the summertime. And it was really bad in August when we had

18 some very high -- well, for here it was high temperatures.

19 We had some 90-degree heat during that time. We don't have

20 air conditioning so we had to have our windows open,

21 especially at night to cool the house down so that we could

22 close it up the next day and stay cool.

23 Well, to have the windows open and the aircraft

24 flying very low, very repeatedly, when I would make my calls

25 to the base I would take my phone outside on the deck so
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1 they could hear what I was experiencing. Except for one

2 person I spoke with they were understanding of -- of my

3 feelings and my concerns. One lady, one female that I

4 talked to, was very rude to me. I got her name and called

5 that back, but nothing -- I never heard anything about it in

6 my call-back.

7 Twenty -- we went through 2011 into 2012 with

8 occasional flyovers over town. And then we get to the

9 summer of 2012 and here we go again. We're getting -- we

10 have the long days. We have these aircraft flying over our

11 house, right over town, frequently, night after night. And

12 the flights would begin somewhere around -- they got worse

13 about 8:00 at night and would go for, like, 40 minutes or

14 so, roughly, at a time. There would be a short space, and

15 then it would start up again. And this went on until most

16 of the time after 1:00 in the morning.

17 I made my calls as I had done the year before.

18 The noise was just unbearable and physically it -- it

19 created a lot of problems for me because I -- I can't

20 tolerate it. It's -- it's terrible. I get -- I don't

21 sleep. I get irritable. My family gets the results of

22 that, anybody around me, because I am -- I'm a bear because

23 I'm miserable. And it's not that I want to be that way.

24 It's not that I want to feel this way because of the jets

25 flying. It's that their noise, it hurts me.
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1 And I'm not anti Navy. I totally understand

2 their mission and what they're doing, what -- what the

3 purpose of OLF Field is. I -- I totally realize these

4 pilots, especially the newer pilots, need this training.

5 It's -- it's paramount training for them. But I'm an

6 individual that lives here. This is my home. I built my

7 house here in a place that I was told was safe from --

8 pretty safe from -- from the -- from this noise problem.

9 And it was for 23 years except for a rare flyover. No big

10 deal. You know, I can handle a little bit. But in the last

11 three years it has become much worse. And so now -- now I'm

12 complaining. I don't want to be a complainer, but it's

13 different. It has changed.

14 And I'm asking the Navy to please help us make

15 this work. I believe it can work like it has in the past.

16 This has not always been this bad and I think we -- I think

17 we can get back to a place of compromise where -- I mean, I

18 would like to think it can. With the increase in squadrons

19 and the increase in aircraft and the increase in flights it

20 may not be. We may not have the option to find that, but

21 I'm hopeful for that.

22 * * *

23 : My name is ,

24 I live at

25 Drive, Coupeville, 98236. And I would like, with the noise
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1 And I'm not anti Navy. I totally understand

2 their mission and what they're doing, what -- what the

3 purpose of OLF Field is. I -- I totally realize these

4 pilots, especially the newer pilots, need this training.

5 It's -- it's paramount training for them. But I'm an

6 individual that lives here. This is my home. I built my

7 house here in a place that I was told was safe from --

8 pretty safe from -- from the -- from this noise problem.

9 And it was for 23 years except for a rare flyover. No big

10 deal. You know, I can handle a little bit. But in the last

11 three years it has become much worse. And so now -- now I'm

12 complaining. I don't want to be a complainer, but it's

13 different. It has changed.

14 And I'm asking the Navy to please help us make

15 this work. I believe it can work like it has in the past.

16 This has not always been this bad and I think we -- I think

17 we can get back to a place of compromise where -- I mean, I

18 would like to think it can. With the increase in squadrons

19 and the increase in aircraft and the increase in flights it

20 may not be. We may not have the option to find that, but

21 I'm hopeful for that.

22 * * *

23 : My name is ,

24 . I live at

25 Drive, Coupeville, 98236. And I would like, with the noise
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1 impact study, that they also study the frequency rather than

2 just the decibels of the noise impact because it's not just

3 the -- it's not just the loud noise. There's vibrations

4 that I -- it needs to be included in the impact study, the

5 environmental impact, or what it does to human beings

6 anyway. Something's making me -- these F-18s are unlivable.

7 Growlers, not so bad. I lived under the A-6s for 20 years.

8 They're doable. But when they brought in those F-18s, it's

9 unlivable, unbearable. So anyway --.

10 Oh, my occupation? I'm a retired nurse. And

11 that's about it.

12 * * *

13 : My name is

14 That's and then

15 I'm currently staying at ,

16 which is .

17 I'm just commenting because I came up here to buy

18 a house, and I thought it was going to be a simple process.

19 You have beautiful houses here. However, this noise issue

20 arose. And I was told by my Realtor that over in Coupeville

21 it would only be two days a month, which I said no problem.

22 However, luckily before I bought I found out this was not

23 probably true, and I was informed by the neighbors that

24 there could be several days a week every week. And coming

25 here I find that you went for six months straight. So
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1 impact study, that they also study the frequency rather than

2 just the decibels of the noise impact because it's not just

3 the -- it's not just the loud noise. There's vibrations

4 that I -- it needs to be included in the impact study, the

5 environmental impact, or what it does to human beings

6 anyway. Something's making me -- these F-18s are unlivable.

7 Growlers, not so bad. I lived under the A-6s for 20 years.

8 They're doable. But when they brought in those F-18s, it's

9 unlivable, unbearable. So anyway --.

10 Oh, my occupation? I'm a retired nurse. And

11 that's about it.

12 * * *

13 : My name is

14 . That's and then

15 I'm currently staying at ,

16 which is .

17 I'm just commenting because I came up here to buy

18 a house, and I thought it was going to be a simple process.

19 You have beautiful houses here. However, this noise issue

20 arose. And I was told by my Realtor that over in Coupeville

21 it would only be two days a month, which I said no problem.

22 However, luckily before I bought I found out this was not

23 probably true, and I was informed by the neighbors that

24 there could be several days a week every week. And coming

25 here I find that you went for six months straight. So
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1 basically I will not be buying here. I will move down to

2 Freeman -- Freeland.

3 But in any case I did want to comment because my

4 occupation is a gardener. I'm retired. I did work for a

5 city. And so consequently we were very aware of OSHA's

6 regulations and noise levels and ear protection. And one,

7 I'd like to comment on averaging, which is what you are

8 stating you're going to use for the draft purposes.

9 Basically that just diminishes any noise. The example I was

10 going to give, if I mow one day a week and you average it

11 over seven days it would show basically no decibels or very

12 minor decibels when this is not true. They are over 70

13 decibels.

14 Also, I was talking about the noise with the

15 gentleman over there, and if I remember OSHA regulations in

16 California 70 -- over 70 required ear protection. Yet

17 you're showing that over a thousand feet on the other chart,

18 which is a single event, you're showing at a thousand feet

19 it's 128 decibels. So that would definitely damage your

20 hearing. It is unclear. He said that they were measuring

21 down at the land level, and I guess that would have to be

22 because it would be a lot louder. It would have to be at

23 land level where they're taking it, even though it's not

24 clear on the chart, but they're showing 128 decibels. That

25 would definitely damage hearing. So that is what should be
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1 used for impact on hearing.

2 And then the other issue is -- oh. It seems to

3 me this is a very derisive issue. And if -- like when I was

4 told it would just be two days a week, and evidently these

5 people here say when they moved here there was hardly any

6 noise and any flights. This evidently was around 2005.

7 I understand that Moses Lake is very interested

8 in having this operation there. So to me it seems it would

9 be easier to maybe have your flights here two days a week --

10 or not two days a week, two days a month, and then fly to

11 Moses Lake. I mean, these are planes. It doesn't take long

12 to get there. You can take your staff, your medical staff,

13 and the people that you bring down to Coupeville, you just

14 take them to Moses Lake. So it seems to me that would just

15 be a good idea.

16 And actually, you could actually build houses

17 over there, which would help our economy as far as hiring

18 civilians to do stuff. I mean, it's not as if you have to

19 make a profit. You don't.

20 Okay. Well, thank you for listening to me, and I

21 will not be buying here, so you'll probably disregard all of

22 this. But anyway --.

23 * * *

24 ,

25 like baseball, Mailing address,
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1 used for impact on hearing.

2 And then the other issue is -- oh. It seems to

3 me this is a very derisive issue. And if -- like when I was

4 told it would just be two days a week, and evidently these

5 people here say when they moved here there was hardly any

6 noise and any flights. This evidently was around 2005.

7 I understand that Moses Lake is very interested

8 in having this operation there. So to me it seems it would

9 be easier to maybe have your flights here two days a week --

10 or not two days a week, two days a month, and then fly to

11 Moses Lake. I mean, these are planes. It doesn't take long

12 to get there. You can take your staff, your medical staff,

13 and the people that you bring down to Coupeville, you just

14 take them to Moses Lake. So it seems to me that would just

15 be a good idea.

16 And actually, you could actually build houses

17 over there, which would help our economy as far as hiring

18 civilians to do stuff. I mean, it's not as if you have to

19 make a profit. You don't.

20 Okay. Well, thank you for listening to me, and I

21 will not be buying here, so you'll probably disregard all of

22 this. But anyway --.

23 * * *

24 :

25 like baseball, Mailing address,
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1 . Physical address,

2 . Occupation, yacht designer.

3 I've lived here 28 years. I live 11 miles south

4 of the touch-and-go base. The last two years has been

5 absolutely impossible. I get woken up at midnight with

6 those goddamn planes circling around. I -- they -- I -- I

7 feel that they absolutely -- it's a huge imposition on the

8 community bringing those things here.

9 And the funny thing is -- and I don't know if it

10 belongs on the EIS or not, but in two thous -- on December

11 10th, 2001 this base was on the base closure list. It was

12 considered obsolete then. Two thou -- 9/11, suddenly a

13 couple Arabs and some box cutters changed everything. And

14 now here we are today. You know? We have -- there is no

15 enemy for those planes. It's just a -- I don't know what it

16 is. It's just a huge tax expense. I just -- and I'm not

17 opposed to them. You want to do it? Fine. Just don't do

18 it here. It's not right. And I don't believe they have the

19 right to seriously impact the community like they have been.

20 Period.

21 Another thing, by the way, the whole tone of this

22 goddamn meeting is going on the assumption that what we have

23 is acceptable and they're talking about expanding it. I

24 just finally figured that out. What we have is not

25 acceptable. Expanding it shouldn't even be talked about.
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1 The issue is shutting this touch-and-go field down, not

2 expanding it.

3 * * *

4 : My name is

5 I live at in

6 Coupeville, Washington, 98239.

7 My residence, which I've had for over 27 years

8 now, is down on the Keystone spit, is what it's referred to,

9 or Ebey's Landing. It is two-thirds of the way away from

10 the ferry landing and it is about not quite equally

11 positioned between Admiral's Cove where all the housing is

12 and the ferry. And basically there's only seven houses in

13 this little group of private property that is sided on each

14 side by day use park only. There is Lake Crockett wildlife

15 reserve which is behind us, which would be north. Our

16 houses face pretty much due south on the water. And I have

17 had quite a bit of aircraft situations over the 27 years.

18 Most of the time I must say the Navy has -- has been very

19 cooperative. And they -- when you -- when I would call and

20 say, you know, "You're over the top of my house. You agreed

21 you wouldn't be. Move back where you agreed to be," they

22 would do that. However, it changes with who's in command.

23 For a few years back I had a doctor who had a

24 residence in our little seven-house community, and she

25 worked out an agreement with whoever was in command at that
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1 The issue is shutting this touch-and-go field down, not

2 expanding it.

3 * * *

4 : My name is

5 I live at in

6 Coupeville, Washington, 98239.

7 My residence, which I've had for over 27 years

8 now, is down on the Keystone spit, is what it's referred to,

9 or Ebey's Landing. It is two-thirds of the way away from

10 the ferry landing and it is about not quite equally

11 positioned between Admiral's Cove where all the housing is

12 and the ferry. And basically there's only seven houses in

13 this little group of private property that is sided on each

14 side by day use park only. There is Lake Crockett wildlife

15 reserve which is behind us, which would be north. Our

16 houses face pretty much due south on the water. And I have

17 had quite a bit of aircraft situations over the 27 years.

18 Most of the time I must say the Navy has -- has been very

19 cooperative. And they -- when you -- when I would call and

20 say, you know, "You're over the top of my house. You agreed

21 you wouldn't be. Move back where you agreed to be," they

22 would do that. However, it changes with who's in command.

23 For a few years back I had a doctor who had a

24 residence in our little seven-house community, and she

25 worked out an agreement with whoever was in command at that
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1 time that they would fly a thousand feet east of our houses

2 instead of on top of them. And they did that, and for three

3 years I never made a phone call because it was a livable

4 situation. It was the older aircraft.

5 And they also -- the other thing that they were

6 doing which contributes to the loss of -- the lack of noise

7 or damage was that they would fly out over Admiral's Cove

8 further to make their turn, which means the backwash from

9 the jet rear end was actually faced at nothing except

10 expansed air all the way out into the -- into the harbor.

11 So consequently it was a better situation for everybody.

12 Now, however, in the last -- since the new

13 aircraft has come and they've increased the flights over the

14 last umpteen years, and increased them and increased them

15 and increased them, they have pilots that are using my house

16 or the seven houses -- and I'm in the middle of them -- as

17 their turning point rather than navigating or doing what

18 they're supposed to be doing. When I call and complain I

19 must say the Navy has been responsive. Ninety percent of

20 the time they will call the tower. The tower will ask the

21 jets to get off of the houses and move over.

22 I'm in a -- in an odd situation. Unfortunately

23 for the Navy there's not much they can do about their return

24 to try and do their touch-and-go to OLF field because the

25 county has allowed all the housing to build up all around
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1 through that area and there's just no way they can avoid --

2 there is no way they can avoid somebody's house.

3 My situation really is different. Seven houses,

4 quarter mile on the right-hand side, which would be west,

5 I'm almost a full mile on the left-hand side, which would be

6 east, no houses, no people, nothing. Wildlife. They use

7 the -- the wildlife Lake Crockett reserve to make their

8 turns. There is no reason that they have to be over the top

9 of our houses. I've asked about that and I've been told,

10 well, it's the flight pattern and dah, dah, dah, dah, dah.

11 But here's the odd part. When I call and complain they move

12 off my house and they fly a pattern which is acceptable, not

13 over the top of my house. So if they do that 90 percent of

14 the time, why is it ten percent of the time they have to fly

15 over the top of my house and blow out the windows in my

16 house? Because basically that's what happened to me.

17 The new aircraft is louder. It's been lower.

18 They're so low that if I was -- wanted to I swear I could

19 hit them with a slingshot. However, that's not the issue.

20 They're -- they're not going out over the water. They're

21 not paying any attention to phone calls. And consequently

22 what happened now is that they have blown the windows out of

23 my octagon house. It's an octagon house. I have windows

24 that wrap around it. Anybody with a reasonable mind would

25 look at the damage to my house, would see that it's all in
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1 the area where the jet flies and does its turns. Because

2 they go over the top of the house, they elevate the

3 aircraft, the nose of the aircraft, in order to start their

4 climb to go back to OLF field. When they do that the back

5 of the jet comes down and blows out -- blows out my house,

6 basically, and my neighbor's, too. And so I've had to

7 replace nine of the windows that wrap around that part of

8 the octagon. And at $1,500 each.

9 Also, thanks to this -- this group of citizens

10 who have finally woke up to the situation, and the DB

11 readings which I was not aware of, I now realize that at my

12 age, 27 years with the Navy, my hard of hearing is due to

13 the flights, is due to the noise. The DB level at my house

14 exceeds any of the highest levels that they have put

15 together in their -- in their lawsuit and complaint against

16 the Navy. So I'm in one of the hottest spots because I'm at

17 the point of turn for every flight that comes off that field

18 and goes back. The point of turn is right over the top of

19 my house. It doesn't have to be. They could fly east of me

20 if they would just do it, but they don't do it.

21 So here I am today making this complaint and

22 requesting that how and who do I see or contact in order to

23 sue the Navy for the loss of property damage and the loss of

24 hearing. And that is the end of my complaint. And it would

25 be nice if I did hear from someone.
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1 * * *

2 : My name is

3 , Oak Harbor,

4 Washington, 98277, and I'm a commercial driver. I drive

5 commercially, which actually is one of the things that

6 bothers me about the noise, is that I have to get my sleep.

7 A lot of people don't know, but you are now required by the

8 federal government to let them know if you have any sleep

9 deprivation. So actually, I have to make -- I have to

10 legally make sure that I get a good night's sleep or they

11 could actually say you're not, you're a danger. So it's

12 just one of the things.

13 I've lived in Oak Harbor for 27 years. I did --

14 didn't -- the planes did not bother me -- they bothered me,

15 but I thought it was something that I had to put up with

16 until the Growlers arrived and the escalation of -- of

17 touch-and-goes and -- and also the pollution. I see the

18 pollution over -- I'm very close to Ault Field, and I see

19 pollution really bad. Never -- I've lived here 27 years.

20 I've never seen orange sky over Dugualla Bay, and now

21 frequently, when there is no wind, the sky is just

22 orange-brown over Dugualla Bay. I'm starting to have bouts

23 of bronchitis and that. So I think to some degree it's

24 the -- I know the Prowlers are very bad as far as how much

25 emissions they put out. They use a lot of fuel. So if they
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1 use a lot of fuel, they also are putting those emissions

2 out.

3 So between the noise the quality of my life has

4 just changed. I have ten acres. I can't garden. I can't

5 plan -- plan a family get-together. I -- I literally can't

6 get from my car to the house before my ears hurt. My ears

7 ring all the time. So it's -- it's changed what was a

8 fairly pleasant place, not every minute because it's always

9 had some noise, but it's now -- it's awful.

10 And my property has been devalued by this, I

11 believe. My neighbors have moved. They were retired

12 military, Navy, and they are -- their piece of property is

13 up for sale. It's been for sale for seven months. They've

14 not had one offer. And they're selling at below appraised

15 tax value. So I feel bad for them because they just

16 couldn't take it anymore. They -- the wife was wearing

17 hearing aids and the husband said this isn't what I went,

18 you know, and spent 26 years in the Navy for, was this. So

19 I lost good neighbors.

20 And I just -- I don't -- I feel like when I walk

21 through this group tonight there's a lot of anger, and I

22 feel like nobody's really hearing us. There's a disconnect

23 between the government entity, the military, the Navy, and

24 the people that live here on a day-to-day basis and have

25 lived here, some of them, for 75, a hundred years. And
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1 that -- I think that's so sad because this is a special

2 place. And I think that if that continues to happen there

3 will be more and more anger. Because when I moved here I

4 remember one of the things that I always heard from the

5 people was that there was a sense that islanders were

6 special. And I now am an islander, and so are all of these

7 people that are in this room tonight, and I feel like you're

8 kind of waking the sleeping tiger.

9 And -- and it's unfortunate that this has become

10 such a divisive thing in our community. We should be

11 working together to solve the problems. And it's our

12 military. It's not some alien force. We pay the taxes.

13 It's our tax dollars that pay all the salaries, so we

14 should -- we should be heard.

15 * * *

16 : My name is ,

17 last name is , . My address is

18 in Oak Harbor, 98277. My

19 occupation, that's not applicable at this time.

20 I have tried to quantify and qualify what I

21 should expect as a property owner on north Whidbey. And

22 I've purchased a decibel meter. And I've tried to read the

23 maps. And -- and it's been very difficult to know what's

24 too much. And so through these meetings I have learned and

25 been told that I should just simply call in a complaint when
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1 that -- I think that's so sad because this is a special

2 place. And I think that if that continues to happen there

3 will be more and more anger. Because when I moved here I

4 remember one of the things that I always heard from the

5 people was that there was a sense that islanders were

6 special. And I now am an islander, and so are all of these

7 people that are in this room tonight, and I feel like you're

8 kind of waking the sleeping tiger.

9 And -- and it's unfortunate that this has become

10 such a divisive thing in our community. We should be

11 working together to solve the problems. And it's our

12 military. It's not some alien force. We pay the taxes.

13 It's our tax dollars that pay all the salaries, so we

14 should -- we should be heard.

15 * * *

16 : My name is

17 last name is , . My address is

18 in Oak Harbor, 98277. My

19 occupation, that's not applicable at this time.

20 I have tried to quantify and qualify what I

21 should expect as a property owner on north Whidbey. And

22 I've purchased a decibel meter. And I've tried to read the

23 maps. And -- and it's been very difficult to know what's

24 too much. And so through these meetings I have learned and

25 been told that I should just simply call in a complaint when
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1 it's extremely out of the ordinary. And so that's one thing

2 I take from this.

3 The other really irritating thing I found ever

4 since it's gone to the Growler is the level of grounding,

5 growling, rumbling noise when the aircrafts are strapped

6 down and they're doing the engine run-ups. For me it's --

7 it's almost crazy-making to have extended periods of time of

8 that kind of low volume just rumbling in the background.

9 And it's still even quite loud -- loud. I'm getting decibel

10 meter readings in the 70s just on that constant growling.

11 And so someone has made mention, something about a hush

12 house. Something that might help mitigate that noise would

13 be really appreciated.

14 And it's unfortunate that the Navy has chosen to

15 go to a recording instead of an actual person, although I

16 understand why because apparently some people, out of utter

17 frustration, have cursed when they've left messages with

18 people. And certainly nobody wants to have a job where

19 they're being cursed out for something they have no control

20 over. So perhaps a good customer service thing would be

21 another way the Navy can respond to concerned citizens

22 instead of just making them feel like they're getting the

23 middle finger by getting no response back. It's very easy

24 to feel that way.

25 I'm -- I'm very concerned about the -- this --
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1 the Growler. I really think it's a machine that brings a

2 lot of problems to our community. And I'm -- I attended the

3 health meeting in -- on the 19th in Coupeville. I'm very,

4 very concerned about the things that were brought up there,

5 one of them being the amount of noise late at night, and

6 what -- what questions that are being brought up of how that

7 noise can lead to potential heart issues.

8 So there are lots of health studies, things that

9 nobody's talked about. And had not the people of Coupeville

10 raised $30,000 to do all these tests the community would not

11 benefit from these questions being raised. I'm -- I would

12 prefer the Growler not be here and -- and I'm very

13 concerned. Thank you.

14 * * *

15 : , ,

16 . Organization, private citizen. Address,

17 Coupeville, 98239. E-mail, as in

18 boy, .

19 So one of the presenters that we spoke to was

20 Glen, the aircraft aviator. And I asked him if there was an

21 option to Coupeville OLF and he said no, which leads me to

22 believe that this is sort of a done deal, so I'm not sure

23 what the scoping is about. But nevertheless I would very

24 much like to give my input.

25 We live on a property that my wife inherited from
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1 the Growler. I really think it's a machine that brings a

2 lot of problems to our community. And I'm -- I attended the

3 health meeting in -- on the 19th in Coupeville. I'm very,

4 very concerned about the things that were brought up there,

5 one of them being the amount of noise late at night, and

6 what -- what questions that are being brought up of how that

7 noise can lead to potential heart issues.

8 So there are lots of health studies, things that

9 nobody's talked about. And had not the people of Coupeville

10 raised $30,000 to do all these tests the community would not

11 benefit from these questions being raised. I'm -- I would

12 prefer the Growler not be here and -- and I'm very

13 concerned. Thank you.

14 * * *

15 : , , ,

16 . Organization, private citizen. Address,

17 Coupeville, 98239. E-mail, as in

18 boy, .

19 So one of the presenters that we spoke to was

20 Glen, the aircraft aviator. And I asked him if there was an

21 option to Coupeville OLF and he said no, which leads me to

22 believe that this is sort of a done deal, so I'm not sure

23 what the scoping is about. But nevertheless I would very

24 much like to give my input.

25 We live on a property that my wife inherited from
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1 her father, and it was a pioneer family, and the family has

2 lived in -- goes back 150 years to the founding of

3 Coupeville. So this property is meaningful to us.

4 And my wife's father, he's in his nineties now

5 and he's in assisted living and we recently are planning to

6 move in there. He built this house himself in the late

7 seventies. And during the first ten years there in the

8 eighties there was a startup of the use of the OLF field.

9 For a number of years it was not in use. And he

10 complained -- he was right in the flight path -- you know,

11 about the noise. And the -- obviously the aircraft that

12 they're flying now is a lot more impactful in terms of the

13 decibel level and the way that it traumatizes citizens and

14 people living in the flight path.

15 Property values have decreased sharply. We've

16 known of people who have had their homes up for sale and

17 actually lost the sale because of the aircraft flying over.

18 The -- I understand that there are limitations to the number

19 of flights, but clearly they've increased significantly.

20 We feel that, as the people that are most

21 impacted by this, we have very little recourse because it's

22 us against the Navy and the Navy is a huge -- you know, they

23 have unlimited resources. And of course when it comes to

24 providing the best training for military, you know, they --

25 they have carte blanche. They can do whatever they want.
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1 I don't really understand why there couldn't be

2 an option to OLF. You know, when OLF was built in 1943 the

3 population of Island County was 4,000. The only people that

4 lived in central Whidbey were farmers. You know, there was

5 not an impact. And for all those years they were flying

6 there obviously wasn't an impact. Now there is a huge

7 impact.

8 Studies have been done by -- scientific studies

9 have been done about the effects of, on people of all ages,

10 particularly the young who have developmental issues, of the

11 level of decibels. And also just being exposed to that

12 noise is a -- the traumatizing effect is, as in all trauma,

13 there's an anticipatory component to it.

14 I really feel if the Navy is sincere about really

15 getting cooperation of the citizens, particularly the

16 citizens that are most affected that are in the flight path,

17 that they would sit down and explore options. I -- I

18 somehow -- I can't believe, given the resources of the

19 United States Navy, that there aren't any options to a

20 highly populated rural area like this that -- that is in the

21 middle of a -- a national reserve. And to me I don't -- I

22 don't know why that's such a -- you know, it's so

23 established. I would really like a response to that, about

24 why there aren't any options, have options been explored.

25 And what is the Navy's concern about providing training in
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1 an environment where this kind of hostility exists, you

2 know, where people's lives, their health, their values of

3 their homes, their children, the quality of life.

4 Coupeville is a historic area. It's the second

5 largest municipality, oldest -- second largest in the state

6 of Washington, and -- and it has such historic -- I -- I

7 truly believe -- now, when I say this people think I'm an

8 alarmist. I truly believe that if this continues, OLF, with

9 the kind of planes they're flying, it will destroy the town

10 of Coupeville. People will not -- I mean, I've known a lot

11 of people who have left. They will not want to live here.

12 New people will not.

13 Studies have been done by -- not by just

14 citizens, but by the real estate association. And south

15 Whidbey sales for the last five years have increased at a

16 steady level. The only part of the county that has not

17 increased sales is in central Whidbey, Coupeville. And

18 there's one obvious reason, and it's that people know about

19 the noise that they would have to live under.

20 Anyway, that's a mouthful. It's probably enough.

21 * * *

22 : ,

23 , , ,

24 Coupeville, 98239. And it's also .

25 Self-employed.
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1 My comment is that the current jets, the

2 Growlers, are so noisy that it's painful to be outside. To

3 have a conversation or a phone call happen can't continue

4 on. You have to stop, at our home, where -- even inside,

5 when the jets are flying. And that, you know, when they fly

6 I can't be -- I have to plan to do my gardening and walks

7 and things around when they're flying. I can't be out there

8 at the same time. I have to cover my ears. It actually

9 hurts.

10 And the other thing, the other point I'd like to

11 make is that I'm not against pilots and military training.

12 being -- its top-notch needs being met, and I -- but I do

13 think there's too much population now around the Ebey's

14 Reserve, Outlying Field, you know, being so close, and

15 central Whidbey getting built up the way it is. And I feel

16 like, having lived here since '72, 1972, that I've seen not

17 only the population increase being built around OLF, but

18 also the flights become more every time there's -- you know,

19 another squadron moves in or there's military action

20 somewhere in the world and they need to practice. There's a

21 lot more intensive flying than there was back in the early

22 days when the jets were also quieter.

23 And the other element is my husband and I have a

24 home for sale just within the reserve and right under the

25 flight pattern. And one of the real estate agents that
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1 we've worked with has said that he's lo -- we've lost

2 customers because of the jet noise. The real estate agents

3 have to disclose the -- the property that's for sale, if

4 it's impacted by the noise or health risks, whatever it is,

5 that it's in a jet flight pattern zone, however you say

6 that.

7 Okay. So those are my comments. Thank you very

8 much.

9 (The Public Scoping Meeting concluded at

10 8:00 p.m.)

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
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23

24

25
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1 PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

2 (4:00 p.m.)

3 : My name is

4 My address is ,

5 and I'm retired.

6 My husband -- my husband and I are -- are owners

7 there and we've owned the property since 1960s, and we've

8 lived there since 2000s. These are our -- following are our

9 concerns and observations.

10 We have understood that landing and takeoff

11 patterns include or favor a thousand feet elevation on the

12 centerline east -- going east/west of Dugualla Bay. We have

13 observed that the EA-6B Prowlers largely achieve the

14 direction but rarely the elevation. The EA-18G Growlers do

15 not conform to any published guidelines. Many have flown

16 directly over our house at low elevations, generating huge

17 noise.

18 We've been told that the Growler is not as

19 noise-prone as the Prowler. This is not our experience. We

20 have been told that several squadrons of 737-like patrol

21 craft are planned for the base here. This makes it likely

22 that airborne noise and exhaust gas contamination will

23 increase.

24 Computer simulators are planned to reduce the air

25 space noise and the airplane load, but more landings and
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1 takeoffs will still occur. House values will go down due to

2 Navy noise and pollution control being uneffective. Even

3 now in Dugualla Bay conversation stops as aircraft noise

4 overpowers spoken words, more planes and more silent pauses

5 waiting for planes to clear the area.

6 And we're very concerned about increasing the

7 number of airplanes and the -- and the existing noise. As

8 it is now the noise is so loud that if you're outside --

9 which the planes mostly fly in the summertime -- you have to

10 put your hands over your ears because it just gives a

11 headache. And my husband has recently gotten hearing aids

12 and it's very loud in his hearing aids. He almost has to

13 run into the house. But if you're not by the door it's

14 pretty hard to do that. And so it's becoming a real health

15 issue for us, too. And so we would like very much not to

16 have the noise over our house. That's it.

17 * * *

18 : My name is ,

19 . I live at in Oak Harbor, and

20 we've been residents here since July of 2010.

21 The point of the noise I want to address first.

22 At our house this is what we experience frequently: 71 to

23 91 decibels. We do have a decibel meter. And we have a

24 high inside the house of 112 decibels. And frequently we

25 have three-hour blocks of high decibel noise unrelenting,
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16 have the noise over our house. That's it.
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18 : My name is ,

19 . I live at in Oak Harbor, and

20 we've been residents here since July of 2010.

21 The point of the noise I want to address first.
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23 91 decibels. We do have a decibel meter. And we have a

24 high inside the house of 112 decibels. And frequently we

25 have three-hour blocks of high decibel noise unrelenting,
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1 unrelieved, just the time it takes them to go around and

2 come back. Some days we have intermittent noise from 10 to

3 12 hours, times as early at 7:30 a.m. and as late as 2330.

4 You cannot average noise and make that a viable

5 statistic because our ears experience those 91 decibel-plus

6 incidents as most severe, painful and damaging. And I keep

7 saying 91 decibels. That's my personal level where I feel

8 like my guts are in a blender. It just goes right through

9 you. And my hu -- my husband here, he's growing

10 increasingly deaf, and he has to wear a head set to watch

11 T.V. I use my closed captioning. And it also limits our

12 verbal exchange. Even at six feet apart we must frequently

13 shout. And I don't think anybody should be flown over more

14 than ten times a day, and sometimes we get passed over more

15 than 30 times a day. And that's when I stop counting.

16 Could be 40 or 50, but I -- you know, after 30, you know, I

17 get to the point where I feel like I'm barking mad.

18 Now the safety concerns. The low flying has to

19 stop. Is 3- our 400 feet altitude okay by anybody's rules

20 or regulations? Yeah, I'd like a documented answer to that

21 one because I just can't believe that anybody allows that,

22 whether it's military or civilian, to have planes of that

23 size going over that low. You know, I feel sure if we had a

24 paint ball gun -- and I wouldn't do anything crazy. I'm not

25 that kind of person. But I feel like we could mark the
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1 belly of the plane with a paint ball gun they're so low.

2 It's really bad.

3 Let's see. I lost my place here. Okay. The

4 number of flight operations has accelerated from when we got

5 here. It's almost 3,000 more than when we arrived, and

6 that's completely unacceptable. And more will be

7 intolerable. And what will the Navy say when there's an

8 accident with civilian fatalities? Nobody would protest it?

9 Nobody cared? Nobody asked? Yeah, we're asking. What are

10 you going to say? What's your recourse?

11 Sometimes we can't hear emergency vehicle sirens

12 while driving on State Route 20.

13 Honey, how far is the highway from the house?

14 : About 300 feet.

15 : Yeah. Sometimes the

16 ambulance is going by that close and we don't hear them

17 sometimes. If it's dark, you know, we see the lights

18 flashing but sometimes we don't even hear them.

19 Now, you -- he tells me that when we have the

20 military base on foreign soil that they would not allow this

21 kind of activity for their civilian population to be

22 overflown, annoyed, put in danger. They just wouldn't

23 tolerate it. So why do we have to tolerate it? I'm

24 thinking this country's own citizens should be more

25 important to the Navy than foreign nationals. Yeah. Some
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1 days I feel like we're no more important than livestock.

2 And I really feel that way.

3 Now, the health concerns, to me, the hearing

4 damage is the least of the worries, even though, you know,

5 David's suffering badly with it. Long-term effects on the

6 brain and cardiac problems could lead to premature death.

7 Even though we know the source, each extra-loud incident

8 produces a rush of adrenalin. I have had to teach myself

9 biofeedback techniques to get my heart rate and rhythm back

10 under control on a bad day. But can people with a

11 preexisting organic cardiac condition, can they do the same?

12 What -- what would they recommend to those people? Pack up

13 and move?

14 The environmental concerns, you know, should be

15 pretty obvious, with the jet fuel and everything. And

16 anybody that's spent a lot of time on this island, even a

17 frequent visitor, can tell you that even those dreaded

18 blackberry brambles are starting to be a little stunted.

19 The trees are being affected.

20 The pollution. When we first moved here, I think

21 it was within the first month when we got here, I started

22 smelling something one night and I'm -- I'm like having a

23 heart attack. I thought David spilled some dry cleaning

24 fluid. It smelled like carbon tetrachloride. And I said,

25 "What's that smell? What's that smell? Look in your
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1 closet. You spilled something." He said, "No. That's jet

2 fuel." Well, if you can smell it it's in your lungs and I

3 never bargained for that.

4 And shells on the beach right below the base,

5 right at the MWR area where we go camping, shells are gone,

6 tree snails are gone. I don't know about the rabbit and

7 coyote population. We haven't camped out there since we've

8 lived here, but, you know, I can't help but think that it's

9 having a bad effect. And we used to see eagles on the base.

10 Every time we'd go we'd see eagles on the other side of the

11 test cell, but we haven't seen but one since we've been

12 back, and we go down there pretty frequently. And they --

13 they -- you know, the eagles aren't going to stay where the

14 pollution is because they know it's going to affect their

15 capability of reproducing or having eggs with a good intact

16 shell. And the birds get pesticides and jet fuel and stuff

17 like that in their system, they start laying soft-shell eggs

18 and then the babies don't survive.

19 Now, the other concern, some of the Navy

20 supporters are very angry people. They're loud, they're

21 abusive, and sometimes threatening. And I often hear people

22 going, "The Navy was here first." You know, not always

23 true. We know people that were born here, that were here

24 before the Navy. So what do you tell them? Too bad? Tough

25 luck? Eminent domain? No. That's not right. And, "You
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1 knew what you were getting into when you came here." Again,

2 not always true. Our previous long-term exposure -- and the

3 longest we had was five months -- we stayed at the Cliffside

4 Park on the bay. And how far was the test cell from the

5 Cliffside Park?

6 : Half a mile.

7 : Half a mile? The test cell

8 is half a mile away, and the runway just a little bit beyond

9 that. The noise was -- it wasn't like this. It wasn't that

10 bad. It wasn't that frequent. And nobody told us when we

11 moved here about the increased incidence of -- with 3,000

12 flight operations. No. When we were camping here, it was

13 probably 2008, it was more like 2,500 then. Nobody said,

14 oh, you know how much more the Navy's been flying? You

15 know, do you know what's going on?

16 The person we rented the house from, who is a

17 retired Navy person, said we were in the intermediate noise

18 zone. We're not. We're right in the center, smack-dab in

19 the middle. Never said anything about the jet fuel smells;

20 never said anything about being in an accident zone, you

21 know. And we have a lease. Even if we -- we couldn't even

22 afford to pick up and move if we wanted to, you know. He's

23 a retired E5. We don't have that kind of money.

24 : E6.

25 : I'm sorry. Did I demote
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1 you?

2 : Yes, you did.

3 : I'm sorry, Honey. I'm

4 not -- I'm not -- I have no designation. I'm a retired

5 nurse.

6 Yeah, you know, these people, you say stuff like

7 that, and that's -- what kind of answer is that? So if you

8 don't like it, move. Okay. Well, you know, somebody just

9 front us $10,000 and -- but we don't want to move. See, we

10 came here and rented this house with the intention of buying

11 a house and staying here for the duration, and we're going

12 to find a way to do that, one way or the other.

13 This place is too beautiful to allow it to be

14 spoiled by the Navy. You know, sometimes I feel like this

15 is, you know, like God's den where he comes just to kickback

16 and take it easy. And he's not going to put up with it.

17 Something's going to happen. Things are going to change, I

18 tell you.

19 And this -- I don't know if you got a chance when

20 you got here to go around town and see these signs that have

21 been put up by the Chamber of Commerce, and it says jets

22 equal jobs, and to me that's an implied threat. I spoke to

23 a small business owner very near the base on Ault Road about

24 the noise, and she said, yeah, true, they've been flying

25 over her house in the last year and they never had before.
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1 And I said but, you know, what's the worst thing that could

2 happen if a flying mission left?

3 This place would be a ghost town, she said. She

4 was panicking.

5 I said who told you that? Where's the proof?

6 What about increased tourism? You know, what about

7 something that doesn't create any pollution? There's other

8 jobs that could come here. A call center for a catalog

9 company, some kind of software industry. You know, there's

10 a lot of things that could come here. Plus our -- our

11 tourism that we've lost, those people would be back in a

12 flash. They'd say, oh, yeah, Whidbey Island like it was ten

13 years ago? We'll be there next weekend. There must -- you

14 know, there might be a slight decline in the economy for two

15 or three years, but it would come back in a different and

16 better way.

17 And I don't want to see this situation used as a

18 political football or an economic bully bat. I want this to

19 be solved between the citizens and the Navy. You know, my

20 husband's a military retiree. We absolutely understand

21 what's going on. We like to support the Navy's mission, but

22 when we look around us now and see what's happening to this

23 island, aside from the things that are a mere inconvenience,

24 it's heartbreaking and we can't allow it.

25 Okay. I'm going to stop, and my husband will
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1 have a suggestion for you for alternate base locations.

2 * * *

3 : Okay. My name is .

4 I'm retired Air Force. And the address is

5

6 And when we came here I had a 57-percent hearing

7 loss. Now, my wife -- I'm always asking her to repeat

8 things, and she said, "Couldn't you hear me," and I said,

9 "No," but it's getting worse. And whether that's natural or

10 not I don't know, but being in the Air Force I've worked

11 around jet aircraft my entire time of just shy of 22 years.

12 And everywhere I was at, with the exception of the United

13 States, which was over at Fairchild Air Force Base near

14 Spokane, they had B-52s and KC-135s, and they make an awful

15 lot of noise because they're an older aircraft.

16 As far as the places I've been, I was in Germany.

17 U.S. government had an agreement that any time our pilots

18 were going to do night flying, which they did it two weeks

19 at a time, and we promised them we would not fly after

20 10:00 p.m. unless it was an actual military emergency.

21 Because in Germany they still have the old blue laws such as

22 you don't work on Sunday. If you get caught working on

23 Sunday or doing any kind of work that the Germans consider

24 work, even washing your car, you can receive quite a sizable

25 fine. So therefore we -- we flew F-4s and F-16s there.
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1 And in Turkey, Turkey was even, I guess, more

2 controlling. Because during a military exercise, the base

3 is owned by Turkey, but the Turkish commander called up and

4 said, "You can stop your exercise," and just like that we

5 stopped. Because at that time the U.S. was involved in

6 negotiations with both Turkey and Greece to sell them

7 military aircraft. And so this is -- I find it really

8 unusual that the Navy and the civilians can't get along.

9 And I know also that there's pollution that comes

10 from them because I have a white car and you get this black

11 dust. And if that's falling on your car, it's bound to be

12 in the air. And we're lucky in the fact that the rain

13 washes the air out frequently, but there's people breathing

14 that dust in.

15 But other than that, we need to come to an

16 agreement because people will not continue to put up with

17 the pollution and the noise. And standing next to an

18 aircraft on the flight line I found you get less noise than

19 when somebody is flying it over your head at 300 feet.

20 So I don't know. I -- I don't see anything

21 really good for the future because -- unless the Navy can

22 come to an agreement. There's people that have had property

23 here for decades, and basically I don't see the Navy

24 compromising. Because I know the military commanders and I

25 know how they operate. And I've actually seen, in the Air
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1 Force, commanders that would make up false or bogus

2 information to get their points across.

3 So, I don't know, we didn't really have any

4 complaints as far as the Navy people. We can go in the

5 Exchange and we have the Commissary, which I have those

6 privileges. I'd hate to see them go away, but if it comes

7 down to it I think they need to go away because the

8 increased air traffic increases the chance of an accident.

9 And the way they're flying, I don't see no accident without

10 a real serious mess. Because these aircraft carry a lot of

11 fuel. They carry hydraulic fluid which is toxic. And if

12 one of the aircraft, the newer aircraft, were to burn, the

13 burning creates a type of fiber in the air that can cause

14 serious and permanent lung damage. Because most people

15 aren't thinking of that side of it. You're going to put the

16 fire out, but you have to have respirators to be around a

17 burning aircraft. It all sounds good, but sooner or later

18 it's going to happen. They're going to crash an aircraft in

19 a populated area.

20 So I just -- like I say, if the folks could

21 change their paths of travel -- and I know there's certain

22 approaches they have to make and things like that, but

23 unless they're willing to negotiate or do something -- we

24 have people that are under the flight path that actually

25 won't grow gardens because they don't want to get vegetables

1249



www.likkelcourtreporters.com depos@likkelcourtreporters.com
LIKKEL and ASSOCIATES (800) 686-1325

Page 15

1 that are polluted with this because you don't know what it's

2 actually really going to do to a human without a long-term

3 study, and I'm sure nobody's done that. And I -- that's

4 about it. That's all I have to say.

5 * * *

6 : ,

7 , Washington.

8 I, of course, own farmland on the Dugualla Bay,

9 and I'm concerned about what's going to happen with the

10 water if the Navy pumps more water down that road, if they

11 pump more water in the direction of the dike, and I don't

12 know how they plan to handle that. Presently the Navy is

13 pumping the water to a certain level because it's supposed

14 to be kept at I think 16 feet, but I'm not sure of that, and

15 it makes a lot of difference to the farmers if the water

16 gets too deep in the fields.

17 We bought our farm in 1942 before they started

18 building the base at Ault Field. My husband passed away

19 four years ago, so I'm on my own with the farm now, although

20 I do have help, but I'm -- I just wonder what the plan is

21 for -- I've read a letter in the paper saying that they're

22 going to change the level of the dike in two places and I

23 don't know what that amounts to.

24 Anyway, it -- the way it used to work, they --

25 when they -- the tide would go out, why, the flumes at the
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10 water if the Navy pumps more water down that road, if they

11 pump more water in the direction of the dike, and I don't

12 know how they plan to handle that. Presently the Navy is

13 pumping the water to a certain level because it's supposed

14 to be kept at I think 16 feet, but I'm not sure of that, and

15 it makes a lot of difference to the farmers if the water

16 gets too deep in the fields.

17 We bought our farm in 1942 before they started

18 building the base at Ault Field. My husband passed away
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20 I do have help, but I'm -- I just wonder what the plan is

21 for -- I've read a letter in the paper saying that they're
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24 Anyway, it -- the way it used to work, they --
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1 dike would open and the water would run down, and then it

2 would -- when the tide came back, why, they would close.

3 But the Navy, when they built their flumes they built them

4 in a different way and they haven't worked, so that's why

5 they have to pump the water out instead of letting it go out

6 by discharge through the flumes.

7 I'm worried about the water getting too high on

8 the farm lands is what I'm worried about. I'm -- we have

9 the diking district there that try to have some control of

10 it. Anyway --.

11 * * *

12 : I'm , and I

13 live at , which is

14 . I'm right in the flight path. I love the sound of

15 freedom, but not in my rooftop. And whatever happened to

16 let this catastrophe happen to us citizens is just atrocious

17 because I've stopped my T.V. cable. We could not hear T.V.

18 over the sound of the Growlers. It's just gotten so bad

19 with the influx of the new planes that you just have to not

20 even carry on a conversation while they're doing their

21 flights. And I appreciate that, and I know that's

22 necessary, but if the Navy can't find a solution to the

23 flight pattern, well, then, they need to buy my house and

24 let me move because I can't -- I'm old. My hearing, if I'd

25 actually had it tested before over the last two years, I
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5 they have to pump the water out instead of letting it go out

6 by discharge through the flumes.

7 I'm worried about the water getting too high on

8 the farm lands is what I'm worried about. I'm -- we have

9 the diking district there that try to have some control of
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12 : I'm , and I
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14 . I'm right in the flight path. I love the sound of

15 freedom, but not in my rooftop. And whatever happened to

16 let this catastrophe happen to us citizens is just atrocious

17 because I've stopped my T.V. cable. We could not hear T.V.

18 over the sound of the Growlers. It's just gotten so bad

19 with the influx of the new planes that you just have to not

20 even carry on a conversation while they're doing their
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1 would definitely show a deficit in my hearing.

2 And I just came because I think my voice needs to

3 be heard. And I've called the complaint line and been told

4 that I don't qualify because of where I live and that's not

5 fair.

6 Okay. Thank you.

7 * * *

8 : ; occupation is

9 insurance; address is Oak

10 Harbor, Washington, 98277.

11 In June 1991 the base closure and alignment

12 commission made a unanimous decision. The chairman stated

13 that they never want to see NAS Whidbey or OL -- OLF

14 Coupeville on the base closure list again.

15 Our community is in full support of the Navy; air

16 space, zoning, to protect development for housing, updated

17 all our schools for education of our students, both Navy and

18 civilians. The Navy has been a major part of our island

19 economy for 70 years. Young and -- men and women served our

20 country to provide protection for the USA and against

21 foreign intruders. We need the Navy flying and training

22 here. NAS Whidbey is the best in the Navy.

23 * * *

24 : My name is , and I

25 am -- I am -- I live at in Oak
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2 And I just came because I think my voice needs to

3 be heard. And I've called the complaint line and been told

4 that I don't qualify because of where I live and that's not

5 fair.

6 Okay. Thank you.

7 * * *
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9 insurance; address is , Oak

10 Harbor, Washington, 98277.

11 In June 1991 the base closure and alignment

12 commission made a unanimous decision. The chairman stated

13 that they never want to see NAS Whidbey or OL -- OLF

14 Coupeville on the base closure list again.

15 Our community is in full support of the Navy; air
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1 would definitely show a deficit in my hearing.

2 And I just came because I think my voice needs to

3 be heard. And I've called the complaint line and been told

4 that I don't qualify because of where I live and that's not

5 fair.

6 Okay. Thank you.

7 * * *

8 : ; occupation is

9 insurance; address is Oak

10 Harbor, Washington, 98277.

11 In June 1991 the base closure and alignment

12 commission made a unanimous decision. The chairman stated

13 that they never want to see NAS Whidbey or OL -- OLF

14 Coupeville on the base closure list again.

15 Our community is in full support of the Navy; air

16 space, zoning, to protect development for housing, updated

17 all our schools for education of our students, both Navy and

18 civilians. The Navy has been a major part of our island

19 economy for 70 years. Young and -- men and women served our

20 country to provide protection for the USA and against

21 foreign intruders. We need the Navy flying and training

22 here. NAS Whidbey is the best in the Navy.
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24 : My name is , and I

25 am -- I am -- I live at in Oak
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1 Harbor. I'm a banker. And I'm here in support of NAS

2 Whidbey, and especially the Growler and its mission over at

3 OLF. But I'm also here because I'm the president of the Oak

4 Harbor Navy League. And -- which has 365 members. And I

5 wanted to just mention all of the things that we do to

6 support the Navy from the Navy League side. And so if you

7 don't mind I'd like to read off this list.

8 We do -- we do an annual awards banquet to the

9 electronic air wing. We also do annual awards to the patrol

10 and reconnaissance air wing. We sponsor the sea and shore

11 sailors of the year and the Marine of the year with an

12 annual luncheon. And that luncheon is coming up next

13 Friday. We do a quarterly newsletter where we do -- where

14 we write articles when squadrons come home, and take

15 pictures and document just the successful missions that the

16 squadrons are on.

17 We host an annual military picnic every September

18 where we provide a free lunch for service members and their

19 families, usually attended by about 2,500 people, 2,500 Navy

20 members. We host an annual welcome-home evening at Whidbey

21 Island Bank for two returning squadrons where we host a

22 dinner and -- and have just good fellowship that evening.

23 We send care packages to sailors on deployment.

24 We also sponsor two NJROTC units, one at Oak Harbor High

25 School and one at Burlington Edison High School. And we
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1 issue awards to the outstanding Naval science students or

2 cadets out of those high school units.

3 And I'm here in support, once again, in support

4 of the OLF mission. We want to keep the OLF active and

5 online.

6 * * *

7 : . I am elected to

8 city council for a second term, and -- of Oak Harbor, and

9 I'm also on the Navy League board of directors. And we have

10 lived here on and off; first came here because of the Navy

11 and liked it so well we stayed.

12 , Oak

13 Harbor. We're the last street in the city limits.

14 Actually, half my street is in the city limits. I'm on that

15 half so I could run for office.

16 The Navy needs to stay. It really does. We are

17 so intertwined. I don't know how the city could survive, or

18 the community, without it. I know that 68 percent of the

19 employment for Island County is connected to the base, and

20 88 percent of the revenue is connected to that base, whether

21 it's sailors coming out to town or whatever, or their family

22 visiting and staying in lodging.

23 I have done lots of projects with the Navy

24 outside of -- it was a way for me to say thank you to the

25 town when we were active duty, is to give back the other
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1 issue awards to the outstanding Naval science students or

2 cadets out of those high school units.

3 And I'm here in support, once again, in support

4 of the OLF mission. We want to keep the OLF active and

5 online.

6 * * *

7 : I am elected to

8 city council for a second term, and -- of Oak Harbor, and

9 I'm also on the Navy League board of directors. And we have

10 lived here on and off; first came here because of the Navy

11 and liked it so well we stayed.

12 , Oak

13 Harbor. We're the last street in the city limits.

14 Actually, half my street is in the city limits. I'm on that

15 half so I could run for office.

16 The Navy needs to stay. It really does. We are

17 so intertwined. I don't know how the city could survive, or

18 the community, without it. I know that 68 percent of the

19 employment for Island County is connected to the base, and

20 88 percent of the revenue is connected to that base, whether

21 it's sailors coming out to town or whatever, or their family

22 visiting and staying in lodging.

23 I have done lots of projects with the Navy

24 outside of -- it was a way for me to say thank you to the

25 town when we were active duty, is to give back the other
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1 way. So I got very involved with Navy League which is

2 giving out awards. In fact, we're doing a luncheon for

3 about 200 of the sea, shore sailor of the year. And we will

4 honor all the honorees from any of the commands that have

5 nominated them. And we have a top six and then the top

6 three, I think. And so that's always exciting.

7 I sponsor, for 12 years now, a military

8 appreciation picnic so that the idea is that it's not the

9 town versus the Navy or vice versa. And it's a free picnic

10 for the whole community. I have someone that smokes 600

11 pounds of pork and pulls it and makes sauce, and we have a

12 band, and we have kid games, and it's just -- to hear a

13 young mother come with probably most of the neighborhood and

14 to have her say, "This is the nicest thing anyone's ever

15 done for me since we've been in the Navy," or to have a

16 child say, "Wait until I tell my daddy there was a picnic

17 for me today," that's all it takes.

18 But I can remember during Desert Storm someone

19 from my home church in town just -- I didn't know them, but

20 they gave me a hug at the right time. We lost a plane the

21 second day of the war. So I -- we can't give up the town,

22 and it's just important because so it's intertwined with the

23 community and they've got to stay and they need to train.

24 And I'm sorry, there are hours and days and months where

25 there's no training, and then you get a call, depending on
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1 schedules, and you have four squadrons that need to bounce

2 and qual before they go to sea.

3 So -- and there's -- for, let's see, 22 years you

4 can't buy or sell a piece of property in Island County, it

5 is in your title, and if you are in a noise zone, you know

6 it. They make you initial it and you know exactly where

7 you're buying. And I think that's marvelous. I think we're

8 the only county that requires it in the whole state. That's

9 it.

10 * * *

11 : ,

12 Drive, Oak Harbor. The comment is on actual decibel

13 readings instead of computer models, reading as the actual

14 noise coming from the aircraft. Basically we need something

15 other than a computer-generated model. We need actual

16 physical readings. That's my comment.

17 * * *

18 : My name is

19 My address is , and I am vice president of

20 sales and marketing for a health care technology company

21 called Care Evolve.

22 All right. And my statement is in support of,

23 you know, giving our troops the necessary facilities that

24 they need to perform their mission. I highly encourage them

25 to keep training at Outlying Field in Coupeville.
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1 schedules, and you have four squadrons that need to bounce

2 and qual before they go to sea.

3 So -- and there's -- for, let's see, 22 years you

4 can't buy or sell a piece of property in Island County, it

5 is in your title, and if you are in a noise zone, you know

6 it. They make you initial it and you know exactly where

7 you're buying. And I think that's marvelous. I think we're

8 the only county that requires it in the whole state. That's

9 it.

10 * * *

11 : ,

12 Drive, Oak Harbor. The comment is on actual decibel

13 readings instead of computer models, reading as the actual

14 noise coming from the aircraft. Basically we need something

15 other than a computer-generated model. We need actual

16 physical readings. That's my comment.

17 * * *

18 : My name is .

19 My address is and I am vice president of

20 sales and marketing for a health care technology company
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25 to keep training at Outlying Field in Coupeville.
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1 schedules, and you have four squadrons that need to bounce

2 and qual before they go to sea.

3 So -- and there's -- for, let's see, 22 years you

4 can't buy or sell a piece of property in Island County, it

5 is in your title, and if you are in a noise zone, you know

6 it. They make you initial it and you know exactly where

7 you're buying. And I think that's marvelous. I think we're

8 the only county that requires it in the whole state. That's

9 it.

10 * * *

11 : ,

12 Drive, Oak Harbor. The comment is on actual decibel

13 readings instead of computer models, reading as the actual

14 noise coming from the aircraft. Basically we need something

15 other than a computer-generated model. We need actual

16 physical readings. That's my comment.

17 * * *

18 : My name is .

19 My address is , and I am vice president of

20 sales and marketing for a health care technology company

21 called Care Evolve.

22 All right. And my statement is in support of,

23 you know, giving our troops the necessary facilities that

24 they need to perform their mission. I highly encourage them

25 to keep training at Outlying Field in Coupeville.
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1 And I represent Oak Harbor Rotary, the Boy Scouts

2 of America, Oak Harbor Youth Football and Oak Harbor High

3 School Football as a board member of all of them and head

4 coach at the high school.

5 And I want say that Oak Harbor needs the Navy to

6 stay, and we want our planes to keep flying and do whatever

7 they need to do to keep our people safe.

8 * * *

9 : All right. My name is

10 I -- I am a school teacher with the Oak Harbor

11 School District. I live at . That's

12 , in Oak Harbor.

13 I want to thank the Navy for going out and doing

14 this. I want to thank them for the great information, and I

15 think that -- that the proposal is a good one. I think it's

16 good for the community and -- and I support it a hundred and

17 ten percent.

18 (The Public Scoping Meeting concluded at

19 8:00 p.m.)
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10 . I -- I am a school teacher with the Oak Harbor

11 School District. I live at . That's

12 , in Oak Harbor.

13 I want to thank the Navy for going out and doing

14 this. I want to thank them for the great information, and I

15 think that -- that the proposal is a good one. I think it's

16 good for the community and -- and I support it a hundred and

17 ten percent.

18 (The Public Scoping Meeting concluded at

19 8:00 p.m.)
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1 PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

2 (4:00 p.m.)

3 : ,

4 Mukilteo, Washington, 98275. I'm a

5 retired teacher.

6 I am concerned about the impact of military

7 planes in the Glacier Peak Wilderness, particularly in the

8 White Chuck and Suiattle River Valleys where I have observed

9 them on numerous occasions flying at very low levels, just

10 above the trees. I assume they're on training missions.

11 These flights have a -- have great impact sound-wise.

12 They're inconsistent with the Wilderness Act of 1964, and

13 I -- I would like to see them conduct -- those training

14 missions conducted somewhere else. Thank you.

15 * * *

16 : , ,

17 Anacortes, Washington, city council member elect of

18 Anacortes and business owner.

19 I am pleased that the Navy is continuing to

20 invest in the Pacific Northwest and Naval Air Station

21 Whidbey. Naval Air Station Whidbey will continue to be the

22 center of excellence for electronic warfare long into the

23 future. The ease of access to ranges and the Pacific are in

24 support of our national defense strategy shift to Asia.

25 Anacortes welcomes the additional E-18 and P-8 families to
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1 PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING
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3 : ,

4 , Washington, 98275. I'm a

5 retired teacher.

6 I am concerned about the impact of military
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9 them on numerous occasions flying at very low levels, just

10 above the trees. I assume they're on training missions.

11 These flights have a -- have great impact sound-wise.

12 They're inconsistent with the Wilderness Act of 1964, and

13 I -- I would like to see them conduct -- those training

14 missions conducted somewhere else. Thank you.

15 * * *

16 : , ,

17 Anacortes, Washington, city council member elect of

18 Anacortes and business owner.

19 I am pleased that the Navy is continuing to

20 invest in the Pacific Northwest and Naval Air Station

21 Whidbey. Naval Air Station Whidbey will continue to be the
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23 future. The ease of access to ranges and the Pacific are in

24 support of our national defense strategy shift to Asia.
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1 join our other military families residing in Anacortes. We

2 hope some of our fellow citizens understand the important

3 role NAS Whidbey plays in our national defense.

4 (The Public Scoping Meeting concluded at

5 8:00 p.m.)
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   David King 
Mayor 
250 Madison, Suite 2 
Port Townsend, WA  98368 
360-379-5047    Cell 360-301-2255 

                                                                           dking@cityofpt.us 
 
 
December 30, 2013 
 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic 
Attn: Code EV21/SS EA-18G EIS Project Manager 
6506 Hampton Boulevard 
Norfolk, VA 23508 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
As the Mayor of the City of Port Townsend I formally ask for an extension of the comment 
period for this EIS beyond January 3rd, and for a scoping meeting for our community. I was 
unaware of this project and that the EIS that had been under development since September until 
informed of it only last week by a resident of Whidbey Island. We are directly affected by 
operations at Whidbey NAS and I often hear complaints or expressions of concern about the 
overflights and noise produced by operations at the base. Despite this impact I am not aware of 
any formal or informal notification of this process from the Navy to the City. If the City has 
overlooked this I apologize, but I think it essential that our community have an opportunity to 
make comments that become part of the formal record of the EIS. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
David King 
Mayor 
City of Port Townsend 
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State of Washington • Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 

P.O. Box 48343 • Olympia, Washington  98504-8343 • (360) 586-3065 

www.dahp.wa.gov 

December 30, 2013 

 

Captain M. K. Nortier 

Naval Air Station Whidbey Island 

Department of the Navy 

3730 North Charles Porter Avenue 

Oak Harbor, Washington 98278-5000 

 

     Re:  EA-18G Growler Airfield Operations  

     Log No.:  112513-01-USN 

   

Dear Captain Nortier: 

 

Thank you for contacting our department regarding the Public Notice of the preparation of an 

Environment Impact Statement (EIS) for EA-18G Growler Airfield Operations at Ault Field and 

at Outlying Field (OLF) Coupeville, Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Whidbey Island,  Island 

County, Washington.  

 

We believe that cultural resources are a critical topic to address in the proposed EIS. We  also 

look forward to consultations pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 

and its implementing regulations 36CFR 800.  

 

For Section 106 compliance we request consultations on the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for 

the operations to address effects to historic properties including audible, visual, direct and 

indirect effects to historic properties. Please consult on the proposed identification efforts and 

methods for evaluating impacts. 

 

We would also appreciate receiving any correspondence or comments from concerned tribes or 

other parties that you receive as you consult under the requirements of 36CFR800.4(a)(4).   

 

These comments are based on the information available at the time of this review and on behalf 

of the State Historic Preservation Officer in compliance with the Section 106 of the National 

Historic Preservation Act, as amended, and its implementing regulations 36CFR800.4.   Should 

additional information become available, our assessment may be revised.  

.        

Sincerely, 

        
         

       Robert G. Whitlam, Ph.D. 

       State Archaeologist 

       (360) 586-3080 

       email: rob.whitlam@dahp.wa.gov    
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for "Growler" Operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 18:41:51

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
   OTHER COMMENTS:   None.

Teronda West Resident

________________________________
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Subject: Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for Growler Operations at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 11:01:59

I wish to be included on the Navy’s mailing list for the EIS (or to receive a CD copy of the Draft EIS once it is
prepared.
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheEbeysReserve@gmail.com
Subject: EIS for "Growler" operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 17:27:40

________________________________

From: Ken Pickard [mailto:noreply@list.moveon.org]
Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 1:27 PM

   All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
   OTHER COMMENTS:  I have been deafened by planes doing practice flights over my house. I can no longer
hear music or hear what is being said at meetings, even though I wear hearing aids. I don’t want this to happen to
anyone else.

Oak Harbor, WA 98277
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From:
To: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com; NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Subject: “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 10:48:48

Dear Naval base people,
While I appreciate your commitment to my freedom and safety, I am asking for a review of ‘growler’ flights for the
following reasons:

SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.    ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close
the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-
6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 

Thank you and happy holidays,
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Concerns about EA-18G EIS
Date: Thursday, December 05, 2013 13:53:02

   All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
 

Thank you for considering these concerns,

Lopez Island, WA 98261
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeyssreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: GROWLER EA-18G OPERATION CONCERNS
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 18:16:47

Coupeville, WA 98239 

For Consideration to the Environmental Impact Statement regarding the EA 18G Growlers at OLF Coupeville.

NOISE:  It is imperative that the EIS studies REAL TIME noise exposure measurements .  Day and Night averaging
is NOT an accurate reflection of noise exposure.

Noise exposure is measured in all other industries in real time and it is well documented that noise exposure above
85dbA over specific periods of time will cause hearing loss and tinnitus.

Hearing loss and Tinnitus are the the most compensated disabilities for all veterans, costing the taxpayer
7,500,000,000.00 (BILLION) between 1977-2005 (DOD) and 786 million in 2005 alone.   That was before the
Growlers started flying at the OLF Whidbey Island. There is a significant emphasis in the military to reduce the
cost of these injuries through education, hearing tests and noise protection.   Citizens are not given the same
consideration.

It is impossible to function outside our homes during flight operation without causing permanent hearing loss and
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tinnitus.  During one day in May 2013 I measured the noise emission between 119-129dBA for 6 hours.  This, of
course, significantly increased our stress level, raising our blood pressure and decreased the quality of our lives. It
was, literally torture. The thought of this resuming in January with more and more flight operations is already
detrimental to our quality of life and mental health. 

In our home, built with standards that are supposed to attenuate the noise, you cannot have conversations, listen to
radio or television, or sleep. If you are a working person or a student this reduces performance and learning.  This
must be addressed in the EIS.

Noise and Sleep Deprivation are a form of TORTURE as defined by the Geneva Convention.

Again, REAL TIME measurements and the effects on a population must be made. 

__________________________________________________________________

SAFETY:  We live a CRASH Zone.  Should there ever be an accident there would be many lives lost.  A new
Island Transit Bus barn is almost at one end of the OLF.  A national park, a local park were children play, Island
County seat, 2 schools, and the only hospital on the whole island (more and more military families will be treated
there since there are plans to close the hospital at NAS Whidbey.)

The effects of noise and its impact on learning, work productivity and health recovery need to be addressed by the
EIS.

__________________________________________________________________

REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Address how real estate has been impacted in central Whidbey.  I know that the value
of our home has dropped significantly as many other homes in this area.  There are many people that cannot sell
their home due to the noise.  This reduces the tax base to our community which has a significant impact on our
community particularly in regards to safety.

___________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENT:  We live in an environmentally sensitive area with both the former Pheasant Farm which has
committed itself to preserve rare prairie grasses and Ebey’s Reserve.  Coupeville is the second oldest incorporated
community in Washington state and major efforts have been made by citizens to preserve its character. 

Penn Cove and Saratoga Passage are still relatively pristine waters.

The EIS needs to evaluate the impact of the jet fuel emission, noise and possibility of a crash on any of these areas.
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______________________________________________________________________

BUSINESS: Tourism is dramatically impacted by the amount of noise emitted when there are flight operations at
the OLF.  The impact of this needs to be evaluated by the EIS.

_____________________________________________________________________

In addition we do not understand why a field that was built in 1942 for planes that were used during WWII is still
being used. It is outdated. The planes of the 21st century cannot land there because it is too short.  Secondly why
are those horrible blocks of concrete supposedly protecting a field: from what????  It looks like we have our own
little Berlin Wall.

“August 2013   Commanding Officer, Naval Station Everett and B.Bolivar, Rear Admiral, Commander ,
Navy Region Northwest stated "We are proud of our environmental stewardship and are committed to operating in
an environmentally responsible manner where national defense and environmental protection are, and must be,
compatible goals.

Our vision is to be recognized as an environmentally friendly neighbor, actively engaged in community outreach,
resource conservation and pollution prevention while effectively executing the Navy mission.  Our policies include
integrated support from tenant commands to the installation Commanding Officers to instill a culture of
environmental stewardship and continual improvement. 

The chain of Command will support the attainment of environmental objectives and targets and ensure that
personnel consider environmental impacts when executing their mission.

We are committed to: Continual Improvement, Awareness, Resource Conservation, Environmental Compliance. “

We wish for the EIS regarding the Growlers to take that mission statement and answer the concerns of our small
community. 

Respectfully,
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: GROWLERS EA-18G Concerns
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 18:08:53

Coupeville, WA 98239 

For Consideration to the Environmental Impact Statement regarding the EA 18G Growlers at OLF Coupeville.

NOISE:  It is imperative that the EIS studies REAL TIME noise exposure measurements .  Day and Night averaging
is NOT an accurate reflection of noise exposure.
Noise exposure is measured in all other industries in real time and it is well documented that noise exposure above
85dbA over specific periods of time will cause hearing loss and tinnitus.

Hearing loss and Tinnitus are the the most compensated disabilities for all veterans, costing the taxpayer
7,500,000,000.00 (BILLION) between 1977-2005 (DOD) and 786 million in 2005 alone.   That was before the
Growlers started flying at the OLF Whidbey Island. There is a significant emphasis in the military to reduce the
cost of these injuries through education, hearing tests and noise protection.   Citizens are not given the same
consideration.
It is impossible to function outside our homes during flight operation without causing permanent hearing loss and
tinnitus.  During one day in May 2013 I measured the noise emission between 119-129dBA for 6 hours.  This, of
course, significantly increased our stress level, raising our blood pressure and decreased the quality of our lives. It
was, literally torture. The thought of this resuming in January with more and more flight operations is already
detrimental to our quality of life and mental health. 

In our home, built with standards that are supposed to attenuate the noise, you cannot have conversations, listen to
radio or television, or sleep. If you are a working person or a student this reduces performance and learning.  This
must be addressed in the EIS.

Noise and Sleep Deprivation are a form of TORTURE as defined by the Geneva Convention.
Again, REAL TIME measurements and the effects on a population must be made. 
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__________________________________________________________________

SAFETY:  We live a CRASH Zone.  Should there ever be an accident there would be many lives lost.  A new
Island Transit Bus barn is almost at one end of the OLF.  A national park, a local park were children play, Island
County seat, 2 schools, and the only hospital on the whole island (more and more military families will be treated
there since there are plans to close the hospital at NAS Whidbey.)
The effects of noise and its impact on learning, work productivity and health recovery need to be addressed by the
EIS.
__________________________________________________________________

REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Address how real estate has been impacted in central Whidbey.  I know that the value
of our home has dropped significantly as many other homes in this area.  There are many people that cannot sell
their home due to the noise.  This reduces the tax base to our community which has a significant impact on our
community particularly in regards to safety.
___________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENT:  We live in an environmentally sensitive area with both the former Pheasant Farm which has
committed itself to preserve rare prairie grasses and Ebey’s Reserve.  Coupeville is the second oldest incorporated
community in Washington state and major efforts have been made by citizens to preserve its character. 
Penn Cove and Saratoga Passage are still relatively pristine waters.
The EIS needs to evaluate the impact of the jet fuel emission, noise and possibility of a crash on any of these areas.
______________________________________________________________________

BUSINESS: Tourism is dramatically impacted by the amount of noise emitted when there are flight operations at
the OLF.  The impact of this needs to be evaluated by the EIS.
_____________________________________________________________________

In addition I do not understand why a field that was built in 1942 for planes that were used during WWII is still
being used. It is outdated. The planes of the 21st century cannot land there because it is too short.  Secondly why
are those horrible blocks of concrete supposedly protecting a field: from what????  It looks like we have our own
little Berlin Wall.

“August 2013   Commanding Officer, Naval Station Everett and B.Bolivar, Rear Admiral, Commander ,
Navy Region Northwest stated "We are proud of our environmental stewardship and are committed to operating in
an environmentally responsible manner where national defense and environmental protection are, and must be,
compatible goals.
Our vision is to be recognized as an environmentally friendly neighbor, actively engaged in community outreach,
resource conservation and pollution prevention while effectively executing the Navy mission.  Our policies include
integrated support from tenant commands to the installation Commanding Officers to instill a culture of
environmental stewardship and continual improvement. 
The chain of Command will support the attainment of environmental objectives and targets and ensure that
personnel consider environmental impacts when executing their mission.
We are committed to: Continual Improvement, Awareness, Resource Conservation, Environmental Compliance. “

We wish for the EIS regarding the Growlers to take that mission statement and answer the concerns of our small
community. 
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Respectfully,
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 19:08:41

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Ken Pickard <noreply@list.moveon.org>
Date: Mon, Dec 2, 2013 at 1:27 PM
Subject: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
To: 

As a result of our federal lawsuit the Navy has agreed to prepare a detailed Environmental Impact Statement
regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville. We have a very limited
time for each of us to input what we think should be researched and addressed in the EIS. Please, Please take the
time to send in your comments via email or hard copy letter to make this scoping of the EIS process effective.
Thank you. Ken Pickard

6.     Send   Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF   To the
Navy:               WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil    Copy to:                           citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
From:                           

   All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
   OTHER COMMENTS:  (type any additional comments you have here)

________________________________
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This message was sent to  by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn Civic
Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate, click
here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-6302223-VGNmn2

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensures that small contributions go a long way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687> 

--
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: [EEMSG: Marketing]Comment
Date: Thursday, December 05, 2013 0:42:08

________________________________

Subject: Better instructions for sending EIS Comments to the Navy
From: CitizensoftheEbeysReserve2@gmail.com
To: m
Date: Fri, 29 Nov 2013 18:58:16 +0000

       
View this email in your browser <http://us7.campaign-archive1.com/?
u=269879c92fe2bdd89bd286a14&id=97c8da8d69&e=13c0a8aa2c>     
 <https://gallery.mailchimp.com/269879c92fe2bdd89bd286a14/images/coerpng5e5a025b4c047241b0.PNG>        

Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code
EV21/SS).

To the Navy:  WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil  
Copy to:         citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
From:             

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:  The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they impact
the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational times.  JGL
Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are
high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage, blood
pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock and wildlife.   Reference studies
by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II era Coupeville
OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses
in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important
wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real estate market. 
Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in Langley, Freeland and Island
County in general.   
ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and
permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.   
OTHER COMMENTS:  (type any additional comments you have here)
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Copyright © 2013 Citizens of the Ebey's Reserve, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you have an interest in events that impact Central Whidbey.

Our mailing address is:

Citizens of the Ebey's Reserve
P.O. Box 202
Coupeville, WA 98239

Add us to your address book <http://citizensofebeysreserve.us7.list-manage.com/vcard?
u=269879c92fe2bdd89bd286a14&id=5a95a4c4c5>

unsubscribe from this list <http://citizensofebeysreserve.us7.list-manage2.com/unsubscribe?
u=269879c92fe2bdd89bd286a14&id=5a95a4c4c5&e=13c0a8aa2c&c=97c8da8d69>     update subscription preferences
<http://citizensofebeysreserve.us7.list-manage1.com/profile?u=269879c92fe2bdd89bd286a14&id=5a95a4c4c5&e=13c0a8aa2c>  

Email Marketing Powered by MailChimp <http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?
utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=269879c92fe2bdd89bd286a14&afl=1
> 
 <http://citizensofebeysreserve.us7.list-manage.com/track/open.php?
u=269879c92fe2bdd89bd286a14&id=97c8da8d69&e=13c0a8aa2c>
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 22:28:28

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Ken Pickard <noreply@list.moveon.org>
Date: Mon, Dec 2, 2013 at 1:27 PM
Subject: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
To: 

As a result of our federal lawsuit the Navy has agreed to prepare a detailed Environmental Impact Statement
regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville. We have a very limited
time for each of us to input what we think should be researched and addressed in the EIS. Please, Please take the
time to send in your comments via email or hard copy letter to make this scoping of the EIS process effective.
Thank you. Ken Pickard

1.     Select FORWARD from your email
2.     In your email TO:  type WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil
3.     In your email cc:   type citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
4.     You can now enter your Name and Comments in the document inserted below 
5.     If you like you can delete the excess verbiage  above the document by placing your cursor and backspacing
6.     Send   Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF   To the
Navy:               WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil    Copy to:                           citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
From:                           

   All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
   OTHER COMMENTS:  (type any additional comments you have here)
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________________________________

This message was sent to  by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn Civic
Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate, click
here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-6332715-hdhEiR

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensures that small contributions go a long way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687> 

 <http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-6332715-hdhEiR> Please PLEASE listen to the citizens of Coupeville
and Ebeys National Historic reserve!  We live under the thundering roar of those EA18G Growlers.  We can not
carry on a conversation when the jets are flying.  We are asking you to relocate the flight training to another safer
non-populated area rather than the old WWII Coupeville OLF.  You have successfully re-located the training to
another field for the past 6 months, why not close Coupeville OLF permanently?  As a retired RN, I am very
concerned with the health effects not only on hearing, but the jet fuel pollution, and psychological effects on
humans.  Health and safety must be top priority as the Navy strives to protect and defend all United States citizens. 
You must expand the EIS scope of study to include both EA-18G and EA-6B jets. Please test the noise levels on
the ground in real time, rather than model averages.  The levels of noise damages livestock, pets, and wildlife. 
These creatures have no voice, yet are deeply effected by noise.

I am proud to be a citizen of the USA and proud of our national defense and US Navy.  I only ask that you respect
me and my fellow citizen's health, safety, and sanity.  Thank you.

--

1274

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-6332715-hdhEiR
https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687
http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-6332715-hdhEiR


From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: Citizens;
Subject: Environmental Impact Statement
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 17:36:02

I am writing concerning the EIS for "Growler" operations at the Coupeville OLF. I have many concerns about the
effect the "Growler" operations have on the health and safety of the citizens of Coupeville and the surrounding area.
First, let me state that I am supportive of the US military for its many roles to "protect and serve" the citizens of this
country.  My husband is an "army brat" and went to serve as an officer in Viet Nam five days after our wedding so
I am familiar with the sacrifices that military families must make.

As a new resident here, I was given a statement to sign before purchasing a home in Coupeville. The statement was
not definitive and only stated that homes in Coupeville were in the flight path of the Navy and that there would be
some flights in this area. The statement was not the official Navy statement and had no mention of the noise level or
frequency of the flights. After moving to Coupeville, we were surprised to find that we would have to endure
aircraft noise exposure day and night during the "growler" training sessions. If we had been told of this sitiuation
before our home purchase, we would have made a different decision.
 I recently attended a forum on jet noise and your health in Coupeville  with experts from the state of Washington in
environmental health as well as individuals from the Northwest Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Unit
(PEHSU) These experts presented research results that clearly show the negative effects of aircraft noise on adult
and child health. The Washington state official stated that if the noise levels at OLF were from a private company,
they would be illegal and company would be responsible for remedying the situation. It is clear from recent tests at
OLF by an independent firm that the noise levels produced by the growlers are well above the levels requiring
hearing protection and frequently high enough to cause permanent hearing loss.

In addition to the health hazard from the noise level, there is a genuine safety issue. Accidents do happen and the
flight pattern at OLF is extremely close to densely populated areas in addition to elementary, middle, and high
school buildings. When the outlying field was built in the 1940's era, it probably was an "outlying field" but today
it is part of the suburban and urban area of Coupeville. The Navy would certainly not choose to place a practice
field in this area today.
I am pleased that the Navy is preparing a detailed environmental impact statement and urge them to test real time
noise levels on the ground and not averages that include non-operational times. After all, we are enduring "real
time" noise levels  not average noise for non-operational times.
In conclusion, I would like to state that the Navy has an obligation to protect all of the citizens including those of us
in the noise zone for the growlers. Our health and safety should be as high a priority as pilot training.  Certainly, the
Navy is capable of creating an alternative to the training at OLF that will meet the needs of the pilot without
causing so much harm to the individuals in the surrounding area.

Thank you for your consideration.

Coupeville, Wa
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Comments for the Environmental Impact Statement regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air Station Whidbey

Island and OLF Coupeville
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 7:07:09

 TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS: 

SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  

ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.    

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-
populated areas. 

OTHER COMMENTS:  My home sits directly in the flight path of the Navy’s flight training in the Coupeville
OLF area.  The noise from the jets is overwhelming and painful.  A friend of mine from out of state was visiting me
one day, sitting on my deck, when a jet approached my house.  The jet was so low that my friend thought the plane
was going to crash into my house and screamed out to me.  When I bought this house, I had NO IDEA whatsoever
that planes would be flying SO CLOSE to my home’s roof and so late at night.  The pain from the jet noise is
excruciatingly painful and I believe it causes harm to my hearing.  What am I supposed to do?  Should I have all
guests, friends and family wear special protective hearing devices? These noise levels need to be retested.  I am also
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very concerned about the possibility of jets possibly crashing into my home.  These are training flights after all. 
Mistakes do happen.  I am also concerned about the excessive air pollution from jets, including the dropping of
unused jet fuel into the atmosphere over the area.
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Subject: Re: Concerning Growler EIS Whidbey Island
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 13:13:20

Thank YOU, for taking this on and following through so well. Let's hope the democractic system works for us.
patricia

On Mon, Dec 2, 2013 at 6:47 PM, patricia duff <patriciajeanduff@gmail.com> wrote:

       
        To whom it may concern, respectfully, at the U.S. Navy,
        When preparing your detailed Environmental Impact Statement regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air
Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville, please consider these points:
          
       

        *       SCOPE:  The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to
determine how they impact the local communities and environment.
               
        *       NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
               
        *       HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have agreater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
               
        *        SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated
World War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
               
        *        ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
               
        *       REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated
the local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared
to increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.    
               
        *       ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been
used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities
in non-populated areas.
               

        Thanks very much,
        
        Coupeville
       

        --
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--
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Concerning Growler EIS Whidbey Island
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 21:50:36

To whom it may concern, respectfully, at the U.S. Navy,
When preparing your detailed Environmental Impact Statement regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air
Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville, please consider these points:
  

*       SCOPE:  The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to
determine how they impact the local communities and environment.
       
*       NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
       
*       HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have agreater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
       
*        SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
       
*        ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
       
*       REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.    
       
*       ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in
6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-
populated areas.
       

Thanks very much,

Coupeville

--

1279

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

mailto:NAVFAC.LANTVAQopsEIS@navy.mil
mailto:citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com


1280



From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: OLF flights - feedback
Date: Friday, December 06, 2013 14:37:09

This is the first time you have heard from me.  I am forwarding the boilerplate comments provided by COER,
because I wholly agree with them and cannot say them any better. 

On a personal note, we purchased our lot (in Pheasant Farm Acres near OLF) and signed a statement
acknowledging the noise.  After witnessing OLF practice activities a few times, we built a home designed to
mitigate flight noise.  Our former Winslow, AZ home was 1.5 miles from a small airport, 1 mile from a major rail
route (80+ 1-mile trains daily) and .5 miles off Interstate 40 (no sound barriers, near a hill with hundreds of semis
grinding up, then downshifting into town @ 75 mph).  OLF noise seemed to be much less of an impact.  However,
since we moved here in 2009, we have noticed the frequency and duration of practice has increased significantly. 
The planes fly unnecessarily low over our property .  The Saratoga Passage shoreline is a mile from the touch-
down field, why should planes be so low I can see the pilot's face from the kitchen window?  When practice begins
around noon and continues (intermittently -- but frequently) until after midnight, it definitely affects not only the
hearing, but also the moods (emotional well being) of everyone in the house.  Such frequent close flights also
threaten the health/integrity of the native forest we and our neighbors have taken such care to preserve around our
homes.

My family has not attended any of the community meetings, nor have we ever called the Navy to complain when
we thought the noise was too loud.   Please, however, know that we do believe the noise has already increased past
reasonable, healthy, or tolerable.  It is absolutely time for a thorough, unbiased EIS and subsequent changes.

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.
ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations onthe valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real
estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in
Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated
Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight
training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
  

Coupeville
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Re; Growlers at Whidbey Naval Station
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 19:05:04

Dear Navy staff;

This early Spring we have had a very bad experience visiting Coupeville, due
to the continuous roar of the planes that kept sweeping over the Penn Cove
at 125 dB measured at our deck.

The city of Coupeville will be seriously affected by the extra noise of low
flying planes in the area.  Plus you will destroy the reputation of the city
as a tourist destination and there will be a negative impact on the
beautiful Ebey landing preserve.

Planes are not allowed to fly so low over the Coupeville city limits, we
could see the eyes of the pilot and it is illegal to make so much noise in
the city limits. Who will enforce this from your end?

At this time you are harming the local economy and its citizens hearing plus
the wild life eco system. Did you know that mice will die at 120 dB?  What
about the eagle habitat.?  Contractors have to wait to build due to too much
noise for the Eagles and the Navy can come in at all times...? There is no
logic to this.

Flying close to any local community in the USA does not strike me as a
brilliant image builder with the outrages noise factor. There are plenty of
airstrips in the USA, away from citizens that are much better for low flying
practicing.

The plane and pilot drills are somewhat outdated since the drones will take
over these activities shortly, so it is time to discuss and analyze the
future for the city of Coupeville and the poor marketing activities of the
Navy.

The current local house prices are dropping and our taxes are going up.
There should be a serious tax break negotiated, for home  owners and local
business, when you do so much damage to a local economy.
New home builders have special codes for new noise ordinances in this area.
The extra cost for the home owner  involved is high and the actual outcome a
pathetic joke, since nothing will stop this tremendous noise in a " regular
home", when those planes zoom over.

The OLF activities are outdated and there are too many houses surrounding
the area, so the Navy has to evaluate the future training area, since you
will bring more citizens in danger.

Making a lot of noise in a quiet tourist location is not the way the Navy
should treat other citizens, since the local tax base will be shrinking due
to your poor management decisions.

Time to start thinking and discussing new options and move on....
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We appreciate your serious thoughts and comments on this subject.      

Kind Regards,

.
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EA-18G Growler Environmental Impact Statement
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 20:39:30

Dear United States Navy:

I am writing to express my concerns about the EA-18G Growlers as you prepare your Environmental Impact
Statement regarding this particular aircraft flying out of the Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville.
Please consider the following:

SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.    
ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-
populated areas. 

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

.
North Bend, WA 98045
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: OLF Coupeville
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 8:19:05

        SCOPE: 
        The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.
        NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
        HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
         SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
         ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
        REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.    

        ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in
6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-
populated areas. 
       

Thank you for putting time against this issue.

Coupeville
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 14:41:12

           All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
        SCOPE: 
        The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.
        NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
        HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
         SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
         ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
        REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
           OTHER COMMENTS:  It is imperative to consider the health of citizens before a military agenda.

________________________________
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EAG-18G EIS Project Manager ( code EV21/SS)
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 12:19:33

to whom it may concern
& it does concern all of us on this island, in this country & on this planet!

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G ³Growler² EIS:

SCOPE:  The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B
operations at NASWI to determine how they impact the local communities and
environment.

NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don¹t use model
averages that include non-operational times.JGL Acoustics reports maximum
sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were ³well above the levels requiring
hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent
hearing loss.²

HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft
pollution, including permanent hearingdamage, blood pressure and cardiac
problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife.   Reference studies by:  The World Health
Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and The
U.S.Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy
uses the short, outdated World War II eraCoupeville OLF and flies at low
altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable
recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey¹s Landing
National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird
habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the
OLF has devastated the local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area
have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in
Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF
(which hasn¹t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated
areas.   

from 
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 23:15:07

I live in Port Townsend and am writing to request that the EIS evaluate the noise from the NASWI including the
Coupeville OLF.

I moved to Port Townsend in 2003 and have found the noise from Whidbey Island Naval Air Station to be
disturbing and uncomfortable. It has affected my quality of life significantly. Since operations have ceased at the
Outlying Field in Coupeville, it has been a big improvement and I hope that the OLF will be permanently closed.

It would be ideal if the Navy would move all Prowler and Growler units away from this area. It is unfair to the
thousands of people who live here to impose this noise which often lasts for long periods at night. Noise is a major
contributor to stress and raises blood pressure. People who have chosen to live in this rural area generally would
like to experience a quiet environment.

Please evaluate fully the impact of this noise on the lives of residents on Whidbey Island and in Port Townsend.

.

       
       
           All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
        SCOPE: 
        The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.
        NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
        HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
         SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
         ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
        REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
           OTHER COMMENTS:  (type any additional comments you have here)
        
       
________________________________
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        This message was sent to  by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website.
MoveOn Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as
inappropriate, click here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-6957009-9UxinT

        Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions,
no big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensures that small contributions go a long way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687> 

         <http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-6957009-9UxinT>
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EIS comments
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 23:52:02

        Hello,
       

        I live at North Beach in Port Townsend and am affected by the noise from the naval air station on Whidbey.

        SCOPE: 
        The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.
        NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
        HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
         SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
         ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
        REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
          
         Thank you,

        
       
________________________________

       
       
         <http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-2159376-GPbexw>
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 21:25:19

________________________________

 
As a result of our federal lawsuit the Navy has agreed to prepare a detailed Environmental Impact Statement
regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville. We have a very limited
time for each of us to input what we think should be researched and addressed in the EIS. Please, Please take the
time to send in your comments via email or hard copy letter to make this scoping of the EIS process effective.
Thank you. Ken Pickard

    All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
   OTHER COMMENTS:  i have lived under the flight path for 23 yrs and never have i complained..not until the
growlers started flying...they are unbelievably loud inside my home...please move them to a safer site..its just not
safe here anymore...

________________________________

This message was sent to  by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn
Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate,
click here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-1821388-qOhhdY
Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensures that small contributions go a long way. Chip in here.
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<https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687> 
 <http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-1821388-qOhhdY>
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Concerns to be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 11:51:25

To whom it does concern,

You have read many messages that follow the outline below, so I won’t try to improve upon them – I agree with
them all. I will say that I was aware of the noise issue when we bought the property. After the Navy agree to route
the planes our over the water at night, the situation became more tolerable. However the new planes are louder and
the increase in the number of flight far exceeds anything we expected. The statements made by the Navy that the
new planes would not be a problem - that now constitutes a falsehood, perhaps an outright deception – the Navy
lied to us. Close OLF for good.

Thank you for considering our position in this matter.

Coupeville, WA 98239

SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.
ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real
estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in
Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.
ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-
populated areas.
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: Citizens of the
Subject: Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF EA-18G EIS Project

Manager (Code EV21/SS)
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 17:23:30
Attachments: MY_EIS_COMMENT_FORM.pdf
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Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF 
EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code EV21/SS).           
 
To the Navy:  WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil     
Copy to:  citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com  
From:    Ms. Isobel Kameros 
    P.O. Box 81 
    Coupeville, WA 98239 
 
 All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS: 
 


SCOPE:  The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI 


to determine how they impact the local communities and environment.  


NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include 


non-operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF 


were “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result 


in permanent hearing loss.” 


HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including 


permanent hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater 


susceptibility; and the harm to livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health 


Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection 


Agency.   


SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, 


outdated World War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.    


ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, 


tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park 


of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird 


habitat. 


REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has 


devastated the local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline 


from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     


ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t 


been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, 


state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.     


PERSONAL COMMENTS:   


1. The Geneva Convention IV states that civilians are afforded the 
protections of inhumane treatment.   My home is on high bluff waterfront 
overlooking Penn Cove, just within the City of Coupeville limits off of 
Parker Road.  When the Navy conducts touch and go exercises 200 feet 
over my house for four hours at a time past midnight they are torturing 
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me.   I am terrified that a jet will crash into my home.   I cannot sleep.  I feel 
like I’m in a war zone.  It has severely compromised my health.  During the 
summer of 2012 my husband and I experienced ear pain and ringing of the 
ears.  My dog was hearing perfectly the week before Father’s Day and  the 
day after the jets did their four hours of touch and go lower than 200 feet 
above our house) she was totally deaf.    This is cruel and inhumane  
punishment.   


2. The Constitution of the United States guarantees my right to life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness.   The touch and go flights directly over my 
house has taken away my basic rights.   All my retirement money is 
invested in my home.   I cannot invite my grandchildren (age 3 and 8) to 
visit me from Florida because when the jets are doing their racetrack 
above my house, my home is unlivable 


3. The disclosure I signed in 2003 was a watered down version that is so 
vague that literally says nothing.  It was approved by the Navy, Island 
County Commissioners and written up by a real estate attorney, and 
became the official disclosure in 2002.    







 


This disclosure was part of our Title documents when we closed on our 
property.  Our real estate agent told us it was a formality that everyone on 
Whidbey Island signed.  Note the size of the print.  We were hoodwinked, 
as were our neighbors, in buying property directly under the OLF touch 







and go flight path.   We NEVER would have purchased this property had 
we seen the 1992 disclosure.  We moved here for the beauty, tranquility 
and privacy.   We’re far enough off of Parker Road so we don’t even hear 
any traffic noise.  The Navy’s responsibility is to inform people about 
overflights, noise, pollution and other hazards (including causing deafness 
(we have experienced 100+ decibels inside of our house with the windows 
closed) , potential death as a result of  a crash  ( Jets are flying 200 feet 
above my house at tree level.  I can see the pilot in the cockpit.)  so they 
can make a wise decision.   The Navy’s behavior is atrocious.  I am a 
private citizen of the United States and should not be treated like collateral 
damage.   I did not sign up for this.  I should not be treated like a piece of 
garbage which is what you are doing in your disregard of my wellbeing.  
THERE ARE OPTIONS FOR MOVING THE OLF TO AN UNPOPULATED 
AREA.   


4. The Navy has created a created a very divisive atmosphere on Whidbey 
Island between Oak Harbor and Coupeville.   I am afraid to voice my 
opinion.  Friends, who have written letters to the editor, have been 
threatened with bodily and financial harm all under the patriotic guise of  
the  “Sound of Freedom”.   Aren’t our county’s values based on freedom of 
speech and different opinions?   This scares me and reminds me of what 
led to Nazi Germany and Hitler.  This appears to be the “Sound of 
Oppression”.     


5. My health has been drastically impacted.   I am extremely anxious about 
the OLF touch and go starting again.  My house (which I love but cannot 
live in if the touch and go begins again) has been on the market since the 
spring but I have no lookers now that the situation here is public 
knowledge.   My house is on the market at County assessed tax value.   All 
of our retirement money is invested in our home.   We will be forced to 
lose hundreds of thousands of dollars.   Will the Navy compensate us for 
our loss?  Why aren’t any of the military officials residing under the touch 
and go flight path?   Will the Navy purchase my house?   


6. Remember this is not a popularity contest.  Your studies should be based 
on facts only.  The signatures for keeping OLF open are from Oak Harbor 
and not from the people living directly under the touch and go flight path.  
The petition that is being presented by the present Island County 
Commissioner, Jill Johnson, who represents Oak Harbor is not 
representing Coupeville where the touch and go flights are destroying 
people’s lives.   This petition was initiated by Mac McDowell, former Island 
County Commissioner representing Oak Harbor.   Mac McDowell was the 
Commissioner responsible for changing the 1992 noise disclosure which 
was fully supported by Rich Melass, Community Navy Liaison,  at the 
August 8, 2002 County Commissioner meeting.   The majority of people 
signing this petition believe we signed the original 1992 noise disclosure. 


7. I reside on high bluff waterfront and I am very afraid the vibrations from 
these growlers will cause a severe landslide.  I believe the vibrations from 
the growlers contributed to the recent landslide on the west side of 
Whidbey Island, approximately five miles south of here.   The vibrations 







from the planes flying 200 feet above our house cause our house to shake.  
I highly suspect that this intense vibration will cause the ground to liquefy.   


8. Even this summer when the Navy stopped using the OLF, the constant roar 
of the growlers in the distance flying over Oak Harbor reverberating over 
Penn Cove is very unpleasant.  We never experienced this noise before 
2011.   Growlers should not be flying and training over any populated 
area.  The Navy has become a big bully without any concern for the private 
citizens they are supposed to be protecting.    The OLF in Coupeville 
should be closed. 
 


 


 


 







 

 
Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF 
EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code EV21/SS).           
 
To the Navy:  WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil     
Copy to:  citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com  
From:     
     
    Coupeville, WA 98239 
 
 All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS: 
 

SCOPE:  The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI 

to determine how they impact the local communities and environment.  

NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include 

non-operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF 

were “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result 

in permanent hearing loss.” 

HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including 

permanent hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater 

susceptibility; and the harm to livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health 

Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency.   

SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, 

outdated World War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.    

ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, 

tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park 

of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird 

habitat. 

REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has 

devastated the local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline 

from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t 

been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, 

state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.     

PERSONAL COMMENTS:   

1. The Geneva Convention IV states that civilians are afforded the 
protections of inhumane treatment.   My home is on high bluff waterfront 
overlooking Penn Cove, just within the City of Coupeville limits off of 
Parker Road.  When the Navy conducts touch and go exercises 200 feet 
over my house for four hours at a time past midnight they are torturing 
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me.   I am terrified that a jet will crash into my home.   I cannot sleep.  I feel 
like I’m in a war zone.  It has severely compromised my health.  During the 
summer of 2012 my husband and I experienced ear pain and ringing of the 
ears.  My dog was hearing perfectly the week before Father’s Day and  the 
day after the jets did their four hours of touch and go lower than 200 feet 
above our house) she was totally deaf.    This is cruel and inhumane  
punishment.   

2. The Constitution of the United States guarantees my right to life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness.   The touch and go flights directly over my 
house has taken away my basic rights.   All my retirement money is 
invested in my home.   I cannot invite my grandchildren (age 3 and 8) to 
visit me from Florida because when the jets are doing their racetrack 
above my house, my home is unlivable 

3. The disclosure I signed in 2003 was a watered down version that is so 
vague that literally says nothing.  It was approved by the Navy, Island 
County Commissioners and written up by a real estate attorney, and 
became the official disclosure in 2002.    
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This disclosure was part of our Title documents when we closed on our 
property.  Our real estate agent told us it was a formality that everyone on 
Whidbey Island signed.  Note the size of the print.  We were hoodwinked, 
as were our neighbors, in buying property directly under the OLF touch 

1292

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6) (b)(6)



and go flight path.   We NEVER would have purchased this property had 
we seen the 1992 disclosure.  We moved here for the beauty, tranquility 
and privacy.   We’re far enough off of Parker Road so we don’t even hear 
any traffic noise.  The Navy’s responsibility is to inform people about 
overflights, noise, pollution and other hazards (including causing deafness 
(we have experienced 100+ decibels inside of our house with the windows 
closed) , potential death as a result of  a crash  ( Jets are flying 200 feet 
above my house at tree level.  I can see the pilot in the cockpit.)  so they 
can make a wise decision.   The Navy’s behavior is atrocious.  I am a 
private citizen of the United States and should not be treated like collateral 
damage.   I did not sign up for this.  I should not be treated like a piece of 
garbage which is what you are doing in your disregard of my wellbeing.  
THERE ARE OPTIONS FOR MOVING THE OLF TO AN UNPOPULATED 
AREA.   

4. The Navy has created a created a very divisive atmosphere on Whidbey 
Island between Oak Harbor and Coupeville.   I am afraid to voice my 
opinion.  Friends, who have written letters to the editor, have been 
threatened with bodily and financial harm all under the patriotic guise of  
the  “Sound of Freedom”.   Aren’t our county’s values based on freedom of 
speech and different opinions?   This scares me and reminds me of what 
led to Nazi Germany and Hitler.  This appears to be the “Sound of 
Oppression”.     

5. My health has been drastically impacted.   I am extremely anxious about 
the OLF touch and go starting again.  My house (which I love but cannot 
live in if the touch and go begins again) has been on the market since the 
spring but I have no lookers now that the situation here is public 
knowledge.   My house is on the market at County assessed tax value.   All 
of our retirement money is invested in our home.   We will be forced to 
lose hundreds of thousands of dollars.   Will the Navy compensate us for 
our loss?  Why aren’t any of the military officials residing under the touch 
and go flight path?   Will the Navy purchase my house?   

6. Remember this is not a popularity contest.  Your studies should be based 
on facts only.  The signatures for keeping OLF open are from Oak Harbor 
and not from the people living directly under the touch and go flight path.  
The petition that is being presented by the present Island County 
Commissioner, Jill Johnson, who represents Oak Harbor is not 
representing Coupeville where the touch and go flights are destroying 
people’s lives.   This petition was initiated by Mac McDowell, former Island 
County Commissioner representing Oak Harbor.   Mac McDowell was the 
Commissioner responsible for changing the 1992 noise disclosure which 
was fully supported by Rich Melass, Community Navy Liaison,  at the 
August 8, 2002 County Commissioner meeting.   The majority of people 
signing this petition believe we signed the original 1992 noise disclosure. 

7. I reside on high bluff waterfront and I am very afraid the vibrations from 
these growlers will cause a severe landslide.  I believe the vibrations from 
the growlers contributed to the recent landslide on the west side of 
Whidbey Island, approximately five miles south of here.   The vibrations 
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from the planes flying 200 feet above our house cause our house to shake.  
I highly suspect that this intense vibration will cause the ground to liquefy.   

8. Even this summer when the Navy stopped using the OLF, the constant roar 
of the growlers in the distance flying over Oak Harbor reverberating over 
Penn Cove is very unpleasant.  We never experienced this noise before 
2011.   Growlers should not be flying and training over any populated 
area.  The Navy has become a big bully without any concern for the private 
citizens they are supposed to be protecting.    The OLF in Coupeville 
should be closed. 
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Environmental Impact Since Growler Operations Started At U.S. Naval Station At Coupeville OLF
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 1:26:08

from 

        
        Lopez Island WA 98261
        

When we moved to the central west shores of Lopez Island six years ago, we were assured that US Naval jets
would not fly over the island.   Later when we were terrified with sonic booms, we learned of a phone number at
the Air Station where we could report the particulars of incidents.  Since the growlers started, the many songbirds
that we treasured on our property are no longer present.  Last week, there was a day when there was multiple
growlings.  I think that songbirds don't care for these growlings anymore than The Salish Sea orcas don't care for
the excessive ship traffic noise which endangers their existence.

Without quality of life, peace is meaningless.  Please do the right thing here and send the Growlers to a place that is
either without people to hear the noise OR air-conditioned and folk don't listen for nature. 

We of The San Juan Islands chose a peaceful community in which to live.  Our County, the only U.S. County made
up of only islands was recently designated a U.S. National Monument, protected from inappropriate development. 
The noise pollution of Growler or Sonic Booms are inappropriate for this county.

         <http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-1258239-Jt6yJz>
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Scope of EIS for EA-18G at NASWI
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 22:55:52

Regarding the scope of the Environmental Impact Statement concerning the EA-18G "Growler" operations at Navel
Air Station Whidbey Island:

The EIS should include impacts on the health of residents in the community, including effects on hearing and
cardiovascular health.  Impacts on children in particular should be addressed. This should include effects of noise as
well as pollution from aircraft emissions.

Safety issues also need to be addressed, particularly when the EA-18G and EA-6B aircraft are used on the short,
WWII-era landing strip at OLF.  This has typically involved low-altitude flights over residential and business
communities, putting those on the ground at risk.

There are also impacts to be considered on Ebey's Landing National Historic Reserve.  The Reserve provides
valuable wildlife habitat, recreation, tourism and agriculture, in addition to its primary mission of preserving the
historic character of the area.  These impacts need to be included within the EIS.

The EA-18G and EA-6B training flights should take place at a safe,state-of -the-art facility in a non-populated
area.

Thank you for considering these concerns in the EIS.

Coupeville, WA
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 19:54:58

        The mandated EIS scope must be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to
determine the full environmental and public health consequences of these low-level, full-throttle flights.  Further, it
is essential that there be comprehensive testing in REAL TIME of the high noise levels at  on the ground during
flight operations--not overall averages which include non-flying times.  While the cumulative effects of high levels
of noise are known, it is also known that short-term exposure causes permanent, serious hearing damage.  Don’t use
model averages that include non-operational times.  There are valid, scientific reports that maximum sound levels
from Growlers at the OLF are “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to
potentially result in permanent hearing loss." ( See JGL Acoustics report of decibel levels at ground level taken
while children were at play near the sampling site.)  

        Further health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, include blood pressure and cardiac
problems--especially in children--as well as harm to livestock and wildlife.    Studies by the World Health
Organization, the U.S. Department of Transportation, and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency support our
position and our concerns. 

        In terms of public safety aside from health concerns, examination of  how pilots and residents are at risk
whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over
residences, public spaces and businesses.   The OLF was not built for jet aircraft; rather it was for propeller-driven
planes.  It is, outdated, obsolete and dangerous for any flight operations at all.

        Other issues which must be included in the EIS include examination of the effects of OLF flight operations on
the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a
National Park of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird
habitat.

        It is clear that the Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used nor apparently
needed in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art
facilities in non-populated regions, such as Eastern Washington or other unpopulated areas of this or other states.
       

Coupeville Residents
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From:
To: Welding, Mike T CIV NAS Whidbey Is, N01P; Nortier, Michael K CAPT CO NAS Whidbey Is, N00; NAVFAC LANT

VAQ ops EIS
Subject: Audio of tonight
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 1:01:10
Attachments: COER Harassment.mp3

Captain, Gentlemen;

Wanted you gents to hear the audio of what went down tonight.  I normally pack an iPod touch w/ an audio
recorder for PUBLIC  meetings for notetaking purposes and to cover my butt when these confrontations happen. 
The public support I’m getting is outstanding
<https://www.facebook.com/ISUPPORTTHENASWIOLF/posts/224801887693582?
comment_id=649275&reply_comment_id=649339&offset=0&total_comments=15¬if_t=feed_comment_reply> 
and GrowlerNoise.com views of my write-up <http://www.growlernoise.com/2013/12/dear-larry-tilba-if-that-is-
your-name.html>  are high already.

You can breathe easy I have no intention of making public anything but the attachment of Larry Tilba – if that’s his
name – confronting me and bullying me.  But I want you and the public to hear COER unhinged and hear what led
to my outburst.

I have reached out to Michael Monson to ask him to apologize as COER’s new President.  As you will listen, you
will hear some of the most vile personal attacks possible and to think they were lobbed by a retired OH
schoolteacher, wow.  I was also literally looking at several times for routes of escape because I had enough of the
blasphemy out of the mouth of the COER bully.

In the future – read Wednesday – I don’t intend to engage much with COER and Garrett Newkook.  That’s not your
thing and I respect that.

One last thing: I yelled for you Captain Nortier because you know I’m a good guy, I’m “Blue Force”, I’m OHNL
and yet according to that Coupeville Town Marshal I’m “disruptive” on “private property”.  We’ll see each other
tomorrow (Wednesday) and I will civilly talk about this.  On separate cover, I will inform OHNL President Slowik
of events.

Please listen to the audio either attached or at http://www.growlernoise.com/2013/12/dear-larry-tilba-if-that-is-
your-name.html as able.  Please make sure for me ALL the EIS staff get the audio and are prepared.

Respectfully;
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 20:11:51
Attachments: 2013_12_02_17_10_09.pdf
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Subject: Re: EA-18G “Growler” EIS Operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Friday, December 06, 2013 0:16:59

        To the Navy,

        I am in sympathy with the citizens on Whidbey Island and the damage to their well-being and health from the
effects of flights from the outdated Coupeville OLF.
       

   In addition, those of us in Port Townsend, who live not many miles across the water are also negatively impacted
in the same manner, although less so,
   due to the distance. Some of those flights were also within our airspace and it was noticeable.  We experienced
the noise pollution and I have safety, health and environmental concerns. I'm also concerned what it does to our
tourist business, upon which we depend to a great extent.
  

  

           "All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
        SCOPE: 
        The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.
        NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
        HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
         SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
         ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
        REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas." 

Sincerely,

Port Townsend, WA 98368
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Subject: Whidbey Island Naval Air Station EIS--EA-18G Growlers
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 21:39:38

To the Whidbey Island Naval Air Station EIS Hearing Board,

I am unable to attend this week's three Scoping Open Houses for the
Whidbey Island Naval Air Station EIS for EA-18G Growlers. However, I would
like to comment via email.

I am a long time resident of San Juan County and am frequently impacted by
the noise from Whidbey Island Naval Air Station jet noise. I have over the
years attended meetings, monitored and recorded jet noise decibel levels
on Lopez Island and made jet noise complaints to the Whidbey Island Naval
Air Station. I do not want additional Growler squadrons and replacement
Aircraft added to the current fleet.

I am concerned about health issues related to the high decibel levels from
the military jets flying overhead. It is well-documented that there is a
strong correlation between noise and heart disease, strokes, high blood
pressure, hearing damage and stress related disorders. I know, I have
personally experienced anxiety, loss of sleep and high blood pressure as a
result have having to live with the often continuous and high noise levels
from Whidbey Island Naval Air Station.

I am concerned with the impact on the local environment, wildlife and
local economy. The Bureau of Land Management lands in the San Juans have
recently been designated a National Monument. We are experiencing a rise
in tourists to visit these special sites. Loud, low flying military
aircraft negatively impact these properties and negatively impress those
visiting the areas and negatively impact the local economy.

I am also concerned about Salish Seas endangered Orca population. Noise
caused by Whidbey Island Naval Air Station may impact their survival.

I am concerned about the air pollution caused by jet fuel dumping over the
Salish Sea and the San Juan Islands. I have personally experienced the
"kerosene" smell of military jet fuel dumping at my home on Lopez Island a
number of times and am concerned about the harm those dumped fuels cause
to sealife and our island environments.

I do not want to have additional squadrons and replacement jet Growlers
added to Whidbey Island Naval Air Station. I realize the Naval Station has
been on Whidbey Island for many years. However, the population around the
base has increased substantially; we have a new San Juan County National
Monument to protect and we have endangered orca whales to preserve.

Thank you.

Lopez Island, WA 98261
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: OLF citizen Growler commentary for the EIS
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 19:14:22

Dear Navy,

I am sure you will be seeing the same commentary below the line
numerous times.  While I agree 100% with everything below the line, I
would like
to add a few additional points that I don't want to be overlooked.

1) The Navy has historically been very unwilling to announce when
flights would occur (either no warning at all or not in a timely
fashion)
       - outdoor activities are ruined/refunded (significant financial
loss for event planner not to mention a fun time destroyed for all)
       - vacation rentals are ruined/refunded (significant financial
loss for the owner, not to mention the destruction of someone's
vacation)

2) Sleep deprivation - when I purchased my home in 2005 I was told no
flights after 11 pm. That was true for a while, but in 2011/12/13
flights were
      still ongoing at 1 AM! Frequently! With no warning, and no idea
when it would end. That is 100% unacceptable to anyone's health that
does
      not have a body rhythm set to working graveyard shift  - be sure 
that is addressed under the health section.

3) Drones are the future. Use the OLF for drone testing and relocate
the old, noisy, polluting, obsolete, fuel guzzlers outside of any
      natural reserve - the OLF was never meant for the current use
anyway (contrary to popular belief from sources unknown)

_________________________________________________________________________
____

 All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G
“Growler” EIS:  

  SCOPE:  The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and
EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they impact the local
communities and environment.

  NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use
model averages that include non-operational times.  JGL Acoustics
reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above
the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to
potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet
aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage, blood pressure
and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and
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the harm to livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World
Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the
Navy uses the short, outdated World War II era Coupeville OLF and flies
at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  

 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the
valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses in
Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of
environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important
wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

  REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of
the OLF has devastated the local real estate market.  Home sales in the
OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.
   
ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF
(which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all
EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities
in non-populated areas. 
_________________________________________________________________________
_____

Best Regards,

Concerned Citizen of Central Whidbey
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EIS for EA-18G "Growler" Operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 17:19:52

Dear review officer:

As a concerned citizen of Coupeville area who resides within 1.5 miles
of the Coupeville OLF, I request that the following be addressed in the
EIS for the EA-18G operations at the field:

SCOPE:
The EIS should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at
NASWI to determine how they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground at representative
locations for all the flight patterns typically used for OLF practice.
Don’t use model averages that include non-operational times. JGL
Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were
“well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough
to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet
aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage, blood pressure
and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and
the harm to livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by The World
Health Organization, The U.S. Department of Transportation, and The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy
uses the Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and
businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the
recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing
National Historic Reserve, a national reserve of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and
migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the
OLF has affected the local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF
area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases
in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: Consider the alternatives for permanent relocation
of all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to state-of-the-art facilities
in non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: When I purchased my lot at  in 1998 and
when I applied for a building permit in 2003, the county office of
building and community development apprised me of sound insulation
levels for the decibel level that was then typical of flights at that
time. The residence I build in 2003-04 meets those standards. In
subsequent years until 2011, noise was at the tolerable levels I was
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apprised of, and flights never ran past 11:00 pm (and ended earlier than
that except in May-August). Things changed in 2011 and 2012. The planes
were much much louder, flights were more frequent and ran for many more
days in a row, and numerous times in the summer they went past 11:00 pm.
Clearly a completely new EIS that accounts for these changes is necessary.

Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely,

 

 Coupeville, WA 98239
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Subject: Coupeville OLF
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 19:52:52

I am opposed to continuing or additional flights over any and all neighborhoods in the general Skagit and Island
counties of Washington State to give relief to citizens who endure the noise and other environmental pollutions
produced by Navy Jets.

Regarding specifically the EA18G Growler EIS:

The following items should be studied before flights resume or additional training flights are scheduled at
NASWI/OLF:

1.     
        The whiny pitch of the Growler is particularly offensive. Will the Navy instigate a study of the impact of the
pitch of the Growler on human beings? That is to say that dB is not the only consideration. The pitch, the noise
levels beyond human hearing and the duration of the noise all contribute to the impact on the human body. The
Navy is responsible to do a thorough study on the impact of this noise on the human body since the jets create the
noise that impacts citizens of Island and Skagit counties.

        2.     
                The Navy received recommendations in 2009 about noise reduction but chose jet performance over the
health and safety of citizens on the ground. Does the Navy now recognize the impact of that decision and will they
reconsider those recommendations and future recommendations in a different light?
        3.     
                Studies suggest that loud noise over schools impairs learning. The Navy has an opportunity to study this
in depth here on Whidbey Island. I work at a preschool in Oak Harbor that suffers almost daily flyovers. I think it is
essential to study the impact on children. Will the Navy instigate a study on the impact of jet noise on school
children?
        4.     
                Will the Navy be able to adhere to local noise ordinances that apply to all other businesses and
individuals? That is – maintain quiet after 10:00 pm and reduce dB to livable levels?
        5.     
                Will the Navy do a study on varying the flight paths so that no neighborhood has to put up with jet noise
for more than a consecutive 48 hour period?
        6.      Does that Navy understand that loud noise has a greater impact on the elderly than on a young person and
that Island and Skagit counties have large populations of elderly? Will the Navy do some specific studies on the
health effects such as stress, increased blood pressure, cortisol, sleep deprivation and heart problems associated
with loud, disturbing noise?

Coupeville, WA
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EIS
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 20:15:40

       
       
           All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
        SCOPE: 
        The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.
        NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
        HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  Include the impact on children's education when
they arrive at school under the influence of sleep loss due to late night flying.
         SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
         ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
        REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.  

          ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in
6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-
populated areas. 
           PET HEALTH:  Far too many dogs and cats within the fly path of OLF are diagnosed and put down due to
cancer.  Please include in your study the effects of the jet noise and pollution on the dogs and cats within a ten mild
radius of the OLF field.
        
       
________________________________
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Subject: “Growler” Operations
Date: Friday, December 06, 2013 19:05:23

Dear Navy Operation
I am concerned about the flights over Port Townsend. In spite of safety issues, plane accidents occur in this great
country, and to have learning or practice flights occur over populated areas is asking for trouble.

Also,the flights near the shoreline creates a vibration off the bluffs and increases the noise factor.

This makes me wonder if  this may contribute to  the bluff erosion that we experience here, and the erosion on
Whidby Island.

Sincerely

Port Townsend, WA
98368
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: U.S. Navy Environmental Impact Study : OLF, Coupeville, WA : Citizen Comment
Date: Thursday, December 05, 2013 19:07:12

 All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE:  Please test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH:  Please address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY:  Please consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  

 ENVIRONMENT:  Please examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Please consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.   

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-
populated areas. 
 

Sincerely,

Coupeville, WA 98239
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 16:50:50

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Subject: Comments for Scoping
Date: Thursday, December 05, 2013 14:19:12

A copy of this email was deposited in the comment box at the Coupeville scoping meeting.

                       
                       

                               
                               

                                
                               
                                Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF
                                
                                To the Navy:                WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil <mailto:WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil>   
                                Copy to:                           citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
<mailto:citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com> 
                                From:                           
                                
                                All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
                                
                                SCOPE:  The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at
NASWI to determine how they impact the local communities and environment.
                                NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include
non-operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above
the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
                                HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including
permanent hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the
harm to livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
                                SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short,
outdated World War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
                                ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational,
tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of
environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
                                REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has
devastated the local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012,
compared to increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.   
                                ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t
been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art
facilities in non-populated areas.   
                                OTHER COMMENTS: 

                          In addition to the above issues and concerns I have four more comments.
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                        1.  In the Ebey's Landing National Historical Reserve we have more than 400 structures listed on the
National Historic Registry.  We have 20 homes that date back to the 1850 - 1860's, which is more than any other
community in the NW.  There is concern that the high decibels from the Growlers negatively affects the structural
condition and strength of these national treasures. This needs to be evaluated in the EIS.

                        2.  Quality of life.  This is of great and immediate concern.  An example:  My family has lived in the
Ebey's Landing National Historical Reserve since 1921 - long before such a designation.  Due to the increase in
flights, and the impact of the highly increased sound levels of the Growler, I am not physically able to remain in
my home when the planes are utilizing OLF.  Additionally, I am unable to conduct my business as a mental health
therapist during touch and go flights due to the extreme decibels, as a conversation cannot be conducted.  Impact on
my community:  I am on 5 Boards of Directors on the Island.  Because I cannot remain in my home, and must seek
shelter elsewhere possibly off Island, I may not be available to contribute my time or attend meetings. Coupeville is
a vibrant old style community where people have dreams and make them happen through volunteerism.   I am
aware of a number of people talking about relocating and losing money on their property, if it can even be sold.  At
the very least the intrusion of such intense noise is degrading our community and lifestyles.  This must be assessed
in the EIS.

                        3.  Coupeville is the 2nd oldest town in the state of Washington and has been committed in retaining
our historic aesthetic over all the years while most other towns have capitulated to big box stores, drive-ins and
unfettered growth.  That has not only maintained the vibrancy, and small town lifestyle, but has resulted in
Coupeville being a significant tourist destination.  The EIS must address the impact of the Growlers on the economy
of our merchants over time as we know, already, that tourists are turning away due to the intrusion.

                        4.  Farming:  Central Whidbey is becoming an important location for small farms and natural, or
organic, growing.  This is an important source of nutrition for our local community through farmer's markets,
CSA's and grocery stores.  It is also attracting a significant number of young, mostly college graduate, interns who
want to learn how to farm and grow food.  Unfortunately, the noise over Ebey's Prairie is so intrusive that these
farmers are unable to work in the fields during the touch and go flights.  This must be addressed in the EIS.
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EA-18G "Growler" EIS
Date: Friday, December 06, 2013 12:02:07

12-6-2013

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.  This evaluation should include, at minimum, the following:

Tests of real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational times. 
JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels requiring
hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage,
blood pressure and cardiac problems, how children have a greater susceptibility and the harm to livestock and
wildlife.    Please consider the studies by:  The World Health Organization,  The U.S. Department of Transportation
and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II era
Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses in
Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and historical significance
and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real estate market.   Home sales
in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in Langley, Freeland and
Island Counties.

The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently
relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

Thank you.
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Port Townsend, WA 98368-7123
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 15:36:45

________________________________

 Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF   To the Navy:              
WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil    Copy to:                           citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com From:  

                        

   All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
   OTHER COMMENTS:  We live close to the center of town in Coupeville. When we chose our home we made
sure our home was outside the flight pattern for the OLF; however, we have had to make numerous calls to the
Navy to inform them that their pilots were flying right over our house. This also means that they were very close or
right over Whidbey General Hospital. We have been told that each new set of pilots makes the mistake of flying
outside the pattern at first. Even if this is true, shouldn't these "new" pilots be trained in an area that allows a
margin of error without subjecting unwilling citizens and hospital patients to unreasonable noise levels?

________________________________

This message was sent to  by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn Civic
Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate, click
here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-6657670-RR7FHC

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
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big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensures that small contributions go a long way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687> 

 <http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-6657670-RR7FHC>
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: NASWI /EIS
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 15:42:41

Writing to tell you that the level of noise from the Prowlers and the Growlers over the town of Coupeville and the
National Ebey’s Reserve is completely excessive and abusive.  I applaud the EIS and would like the study to cover
all aspects of the noise generated by the overflights on children, the elderly, farm animals.  It is also hurting tourism
and home values in the area.  The airfield has really become an obsolete place that the Navy should no longer
consider using.  If it were still viable the zoning around the airfield should have changed long ago to disallow
people to build homes and have their families and businesses in the area, but this is not the case.  Lives have grown
up around the field and it needs to be recognized that the field does not suit the Navy’s needs anymore. 

I fully support the work of the Citizens of Ebey’s Reserve to close down the airfield: their activism on this matter
has been so strong and heartfelt because they are truly suffering under the noise.  Please make sure that their needs
for a peaceful life are well documented in your study.

The sounds are frightening and completely inappropriate for a well-populated area.

Sincerely,

Langley WA
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensofthebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EIS for Growler Operations
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 13:40:38

Greetings,

I live on Lopez Island and am one of the many who are concerned about the noise involved with the EA-18G
“Growler” testing being done at Whidbey. The noise from there has increasingly grown intolerable, day and night.
Acoustics reports are that maximum sound levels from the Growlers at the OLF were wll above levels requireing
hearing protection and are high enough to potentially cause permanent hearing loss.

In addition to the health effects of the noise and the toxic aircraft pollution on people, the noise harms livestock and
wildlife.

There is also significant negative effect on our recreational, tourist, agriculture and wildlife activities on Lopez, as
well as on real estate values. Houses in the OLF have steeply declined in sales since 2008 when compared to areas
where jets are NOT flying over.

I feel the Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OFL and relocate all of this training to non-populated areas.
The sooner, the better.

Thank you.

Lopez Island, WA

--

Lopez Island, WA 98261
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS; citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: US Navy is Being Heard (too much)
Date: Friday, December 06, 2013 10:53:49

Dear sirs:

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
   OTHER COMMENTS: If the mission is to protect our freedoms, please consider the freedom from noise and fear
inducing bombers. We hold our peace of mind to be precious, and life-sustaining.

Sincerely,

Hadlock, Wa
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 11:49:49

________________________________

From:        ; Newcastle, WA 98056;                    

   All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
   OTHER COMMENTS:  The above comments summarize my feelings.

________________________________

This message was sent to  by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn Civic
Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate, click
here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-8548407-vFvuhA

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensures that small contributions go a long way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687> 

 <http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-8548407-vFvuhA>
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 23:11:53

To Whom It May Concern:
This correspondence is addressed to those who may effect change in the manner in which hard working, tax paying,
lawful citizens are being treated by the U.S. Navy, specifically, NASWhidbey.  We made the error of purchasing
property near Coupeville.  We were assured that the OLF was seldom used, and that although most residents did
not like the planes flying overhead, it was infrequent.  We noticed almost immediately, that the flights were
increasing, and the noise level was not tolerable.  After repeated calls to NASWI, we were given sympathetic
conversation, but the aerial assault continued.  The spring and summer of 2012 was outrageous.  Human beings
simply cannot live safe, healthy lives, when these horrendous planes are flying directly over their homes.  The
discussion of wildlife and domesticated animals has to be addressed, as well as that of human life.  The decibels
registered on the ground, from the planes that are ripping across the peaceful skies of Coupeville, are incompatible
with the health of any living creature.  Both humans and unprotected animals will develop hearing loss and
eventual total deafness, after repeated exposure to the noise level created by these monster planes.
I fear not only for damage to my hearing, I additionally have developed a heightened sense of awareness to any
airplane noise.  This must be a form of PTSD, after experiencing planes flying so low over my property, that I
really can see the metal work.  I truly fear their approach, and worry that they may crash on my house or the
surrounding neighborhood.  It is terrifying.  I also believe that the exhaust from these horrific planes must be
poisoning our air, water, and the very ground where we try to grow organic foods.  It is cruel and unusual
punishment for any people to inflict this kind of treatment on citizens who are forced to pay taxes to support their
torture.  I cannot believe sometimes that I really live in a free United States of America.  I thought that only
dictatorships and Communist countries treated citizens in this manner.
To compound the damage of constant worry about losing hearing, being constantly nervous when any airplane is
heard, worrying about the purity of my food, air, and water, being depressed when I see animals in the fields near
the flight path drop their heads in fear when the planes fly over, our property values have gone down.  We have
lost two opportunities to sell our property, when the prospective buyers found out that we were in the flight path of
the OLF.  Does the Navy plan to buy our homes, so that we may leave this place of torture, and try to start over
again?
I truly believe that it would be a sound fiscal decision on the part of the government and the Navy, to remove the
OLF from Whidbey Island.  There is an abundance of nonresidential land in Washington State.  Why beleaguer
innocent citizens and helpless animals?  Why cause financial calamity for hundreds of retirees, who were defrauded
when they thought that they were purchasing a little piece of a quiet, peaceful paradise?  Do you wish to harm US
citizens?  If the use of the OLF resumes, it is only a matter of time before law suits begin.  How will NASWI
respond when the government has to begin buying hundreds of homes, after it is found out that citizens were
begging the Navy to close the OLF, and they were disregarded?  I  really would like to have answers to these
questions.
Sincerely,

  
     

Begin forwarded message:

        From: "Ken Pickard" <noreply@list.moveon.org>
       
        Subject: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
       
        Date: December 2, 2013 1:27:28 PM PST
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        To: 
       
        Reply-To: "Ken Pickard" <kenpickard28@gmail.com>
       

        As a result of our federal lawsuit the Navy has agreed to prepare a detailed Environmental Impact Statement
regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville. We have a very limited
time for each of us to input what we think should be researched and addressed in the EIS. Please, Please take the
time to send in your comments via email or hard copy letter to make this scoping of the EIS process effective.
Thank you. Ken Pickard
       
       
       
       
        1.     Select FORWARD from your email
        2.     In your email TO:  type WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil
        3.     In your email cc:   type citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
        4.     You can now enter your Name and Comments in the document inserted below 
        5.     If you like you can delete the excess verbiage  above the document by placing your cursor and
backspacing
        6.     Send   Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF   To the
Navy:               WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil    Copy to:                           citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
From:                           
       
           All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
        SCOPE: 
        The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.
        NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
        HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
         SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
         ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
        REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
           OTHER COMMENTS:  (type any additional comments you have here)
        
       
________________________________

        This message was sent to  by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn
Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate,
click here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-6308116-ntRQV8

        Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions,
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no big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensures that small contributions go a long way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687> 

         <http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-6308116-ntRQV8>
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: "Growler" EIS concerns
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 20:29:46

Dear Navy Dept.,

   All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.    
ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-
populated areas. 
OTHER COMMENTS:  While I could mention as an example; how would you like aircraft fly-by sounds in your
backyard, it would probably be music to your ears. As an ex USAF commanding officer, I too like airplanes. BUT
I do not like noise and pollution; it is damaging as noted above. It can be managed.
So, how would you like it if you lived nearby a trash agency who had bad odors floating by your house now and
then? Or if a hospital nearby ran its ambulance siren as it went down your street in front of your house? Or if a
fireworks manufacturer did explosive testing that shook your house? Not pleasant even if it was in the interest of
public protection.  I could give more examples but you get the point….noise and pollution is damaging and
annoying…and it can be managed/controlled.

Sincerely,
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for "Growler" Operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 21:34:56

TO:  Navy Dept

   All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  

 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.    

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-
populated areas. 
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 13:54:26

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       
All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
   OTHER COMMENTS:  (type any additional comments you have here)

________________________________

This message was sent to  by  through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn
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Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate,
click here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-9134781-AnnLQ9

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensures that small contributions go a long way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687> 

 <http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-9134781-AnnLQ9>
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From:  on behalf of 
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensofthebaysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 20:58:38

 Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF  

   The follow following concerns need to be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss."  I live on Lopez
Island and the noise is deafening - both from engine testing and planes flying over.
HEALTH:  Please address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems.  It is important to consider that children have a greater
susceptibility to noise.  We should also not ignore the harm to livestock and wildlife.   
SAFETY:  The planes fly right over our school which to me is a real Safety issue - residents are at risk whenever
the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over the school,
residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses.  Parks such as Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat and parks on Lopez Island -
Pt. Coville and other areas.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  I believe that the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real
estate market, especially for homes near or across the water from the NAS.  Home sales in the OLF area have
shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in
general.    
ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-
populated areas. 
  

Sincerely,

Lopez Island, WA 98261

________________________________
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 0:38:51

I am .  I live in Freeland, Washington.

                          

   All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  

SCOPE: 

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

 SAFETY:  Consider howpilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  

 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations onthe valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider howthe louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real
estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases
in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the
outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B
flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 

   OTHER COMMENTS:  I am 74 years old.  I remember with continuing trepidation the messages my elementary
school teachers sent when they explained why I had to get under my desk and cover my neck to prevent radiation
exposure from an A-bomb or H-bomb.  Our children should not be exposed to any stimuli connected with warfare. 
It produces long-lasting symptoms of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.

________________________________
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: comment letter for OLF EIS
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 23:15:49
Attachments: Comments to the Navy.docx
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Comments to The Navy

On ‘Growler” Jet Flights at Coupeville’s Outlying Field (OLF)



TO:  	U.S. NAVY at email WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil  (or US mail to: EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code EV21/SS); NAVFAC Atlantic; 6506 Hampton Blvd; Norfolk, VA, 23508) 



COURTESY COPY TO:  citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com



FROM: ________Leigh Smith_________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________



Please address the following concerns in the Environmental Impact Statement being prepared for EA-18G Growler Airfield operations at Naval Air Station, Whidbey Island, WA



NOISE:  Real-time high noise events experienced with each touch-and-go operation rather than averages over periods when the jets aren’t even flying  need special attention. JGL Acoustics Inc. found that maximum sound levels from Growler Jets using the OLF were “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”  

HEALTH:  Numerous peer-reviewed studies document that aircraft noise can permanently damage hearing, raise blood pressure, and harm livestock and wildlife, and children have greater susceptibility to harm.    Studies include those by:  World Health Organization; US Department of Transportation, and the US Environmental Protection Agency. 

SAFETY:  Flights over populated areas pose potential safety problems. Pilots and residents are at risk when the Navy uses this short, outdated World War II era OLF.   

ENVIRONMENT:  The OLF sits next to Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve, a 24,000-acre  unit of the National Park system that has nationally significant cultural, historic and natural resources.  It contains important wildlife and migratory bird habitat, supports rare and endangered plant species, and is enjoyed by thousands of visitors and residents annually from all over the world to learn about Pacific Northwest history.  Please fully consider the real effects of OLF operations on these significant values.

REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Louder and more frequent (300%) uses of the OLF since 2006 increasing public awareness of life impacts under the OLF jet shadow are reducing the buying population in the greater Coupeville area. Home sales in that area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, whereas sales in Langley and Freeland and in Island County, have increased during that period. With the continued jet problem this downward spiral is certain to escalate.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The OLF has not been used for almost six months, during which time training has been conducted elsewhere.  As an adjunct to its Norfolk area base, the Navy was prepared to build a new OLF and buy out property owners in coastal North Carolina.  The Navy should consider similar permanent alternatives to the use of the Coupeville OLF.

I was a National Park Service Operations Manager/Resource Management Specialist  at Ebey's Landing NHR for many years. I have a background of natural and cultural resource management. While working in my office at 593 Fort Casey Road, near Patmore Road, when the jets were flying I was unable to function and do my work, and would have to leave my office until the flights were over.  This  is not good for business, whether government or private sector work is involved. Many people now work from their homes and when the windows are rattling, work is not getting accomplished. The health hazards associated with these noise levels should not be underestimated. Sleeping at night is difficult if not impossible while the jets are flying. This has adverse effects on the human population and one's ability to function the following day (sleep deprivation). This is an opportunity to assess alternative sites for these 'touch and go" actions. Please consider a remote site in an unpopulated area as one alternative for this operation required by the Navy.

Thank you for taking these comments into consideration.

Sincerely,

Leigh Smith

704 South Main Street, P.O. Box 72

Coupeville, WA 98329



 

Comments	to	The	Navy 

On	‘Growler”	Jet	Flights	at	Coupeville’s	Outlying	Field	(OLF) 

 

TO:			 U.S.	NAVY	at	email	WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil		(or	US	mail	to:	EA‐18G	EIS	Project	
Manager	(Code	EV21/SS);	NAVFAC	Atlantic;	6506	Hampton	Blvd;	Norfolk,	VA,	23508)	 

 

COURTESY	COPY	TO:		citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com 

 

FROM:	________Leigh	Smith_________________________________________________________ 

	_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please	address	the	following	concerns	in	the	Environmental	Impact	Statement	being	
prepared	for	EA‐18G	Growler	Airfield	operations	at	Naval	Air	Station,	Whidbey	
Island,	WA 

 

NOISE:		Real‐time	high	noise	events	experienced	with	each	touch‐and‐go	operation	rather	than	
averages	over	periods	when	the	jets	aren’t	even	flying		need	special	attention.	JGL	Acoustics	Inc.	
found	that	maximum	sound	levels	from	Growler	Jets	using	the	OLF	were	“well	above	the	levels	
requiring	hearing	protection	and	are	high	enough	to	potentially	result	in	permanent	hearing	loss.”		 

HEALTH:		Numerous	peer‐reviewed	studies	document	that	aircraft	noise	can	permanently	
damage	hearing,	raise	blood	pressure,	and	harm	livestock	and	wildlife,	and	children	have	greater	
susceptibility	to	harm.				Studies	include	those	by:		World	Health	Organization;	US	Department	of	
Transportation,	and	the	US	Environmental	Protection	Agency.	 

SAFETY:		Flights	over	populated	areas	pose	potential	safety	problems.	Pilots	and	residents	are	at	
risk	when	the	Navy	uses	this	short,	outdated	World	War	II	era	OLF.			 

ENVIRONMENT:		The	OLF	sits	next	to	Ebey’s	Landing	National	Historical	Reserve,	a	24,000‐acre		
unit	of	the	National	Park	system	that	has	nationally	significant	cultural,	historic	and	natural	
resources.		It	contains	important	wildlife	and	migratory	bird	habitat,	supports	rare	and	endangered	
plant	species,	and	is	enjoyed	by	thousands	of	visitors	and	residents	annually	from	all	over	the	world	
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to	learn	about	Pacific	Northwest	history.		Please	fully	consider	the	real	effects	of	OLF	operations	on	
these	significant	values. 

REAL	ESTATE	VALUES: 	Louder	and	more	frequent	(300%)	uses	of	the	OLF	since	2006	increasing	
public	awareness	of	life	impacts	under	the	OLF	jet	shadow	are	reducing	the	buying	population	in	
the	greater	Coupeville	area.	Home	sales	in	that	area	have	shown	a	steep	decline	from	2008	to	2012,	
whereas	sales	in	Langley	and	Freeland	and	in	Island	County,	have	increased	during	that	period.	
With	the	continued	jet	problem	this	downward	spiral	is	certain	to	escalate. 

ALTERNATIVES	TO	OLF:		The	OLF	has	not	been	used	for	almost	six	months,	during	which	time	
training	has	been	conducted	elsewhere.		As	an	adjunct	to	its	Norfolk	area	base,	the	Navy	was	
prepared	to	build	a	new	OLF	and	buy	out	property	owners	in	coastal	North	Carolina.		The	Navy	
should	consider	similar	permanent	alternatives	to	the	use	of	the	Coupeville	OLF. 

I	was	a	National	Park	Service	Operations	Manager/Resource	Management	Specialist		
at	Ebey's	Landing	NHR	for	many	years.	I	have	a	background	of	natural	and	cultural	
resource	management.	While	working	in	my	office	at	593	Fort	Casey	Road,	near	
Patmore	Road,	when	the	jets	were	flying	I	was	unable	to	function	and	do	my	work,	and	
would	have	to	leave	my	office	until	the	flights	were	over.		This		is	not	good	for	business,	
whether	government	or	private	sector	work	is	involved.	Many	people	now	work	from	
their	homes	and	when	the	windows	are	rattling,	work	is	not	getting	accomplished.	The	
health	hazards	associated	with	these	noise	levels	should	not	be	underestimated.	
Sleeping	at	night	is	difficult	if	not	impossible	while	the	jets	are	flying.	This	has	adverse	
effects	on	the	human	population	and	one's	ability	to	function	the	following	day	(sleep	
deprivation).	This	is	an	opportunity	to	assess	alternative	sites	for	these	'touch	and	go"	
actions.	Please	consider	a	remote	site	in	an	unpopulated	area	as	one	alternative	for	
this	operation	required	by	the	Navy. 

Thank	you	for	taking	these	comments	into	consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Coupeville,	WA	98329 
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: EA-18G "Growler" EIS
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 15:08:55

Begin forwarded message:

From: 

Date: December 3, 2013 12:04:08 PM PST

To: whidbeyEIS@navy.mil

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Subject: EA-18G 'Growler' EIS

Begin forwarded message:

       
       

Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code
EV21/SS).

From:     

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:  The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they impact
the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational times.  JGL
Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are
high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage, blood
pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock and wildlife.   Reference studies
by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II era Coupeville
OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses
in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important
wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real estate market. 
Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in Langley, Freeland and Island
County in general.   
ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and
permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.   
OTHER COMMENTS: 
Additional comments to be delivered at today's scoping meeting
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EA-18G "Growler" EIS
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 15:08:13

Begin forwarded message:

From: Citizens of the Ebey's Reserve <CitizensoftheEbeysReserve2@gmail.com>

Date: November 29, 2013 10:58:16 AM PST

To: 

Subject: Better instructions for sending EIS Comments to the Navy

Reply-To: Citizens of the Ebey's Reserve <CitizensoftheEbeysReserve2@gmail.com>

       
       

Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code
EV21/SS).

From:     

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:  The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they impact
the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational times.  JGL
Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are
high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage, blood
pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock and wildlife.   Reference studies
by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II era Coupeville
OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses
in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important
wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real estate market. 
Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in Langley, Freeland and Island
County in general.   
ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and
permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.   
OTHER COMMENTS: 
Additional comments to be delivered at today's scoping meeting
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EIS for “Growler” Operations @ Coupeville OLF
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 0:38:33

     
To the Navy:  WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil <mailto:WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil>   
Copy to:         citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com <mailto:citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com> 
From:             

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: 
Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational times.  JGL
Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels requiring hearing
protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: 
Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage,
blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock and
wildlife. (Reference studies by The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.)

SAFETY: 
Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II era
Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.   

ENVIRONMENT:
Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses in
Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and historical significance
and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: 
Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real estate market.  Home sales
in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in Langley, Freeland and
Island County in general.    

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: 
The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently
relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 

OTHER COMMENTS:
The Navy should take great care in promoting and preserving open communication with the residents of Whidbey--
their neighbors! Viable partnerships thrive in an environment of mutual respect. Any environmental impact study
should therefore include a consideration of the impact of this issue on the trust between the Navy and its neighbors.
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Subject: Jet noise
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 1:10:31

Do you really understand the damage you are inflicting upon the people of central Whidbey? Do you really care
about the health of the people in this area? Are you so disconcerted  that you simply ignore real life situations of the
citizens of the United States.  Is the American military above the wishes of the people that make your paychecks
good, provide health insurance,and support your retirement after 20 years of service. I know the typical response
from active duty people to my questions-------- all about the service to -- America.  Yes indeed, no doubt about
being away from home, the dangerous situations one is involved with, ect.   The complex training ,the danger to life
and limb. We all admire and resect all members of our military,but that does not mean civilians have to bow down
to the captains ,generals,majors,petty officers just because you have been promoted to a position of authority in the
military system.  You put your pants on one leg at a time. I know you do not give a damn about civilian
opinions,and I realize this letter falls on deaf ears. Quite frankly I am totally ashamed to be a veteran.
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Subject: OLF comment
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 17:21:42
Attachments: ATT00001.txt

I have lived on south whidbey for 38 years and my husband for 59 years. My first experience with the touch and go
was when I was coming back from Coupeville. I passed OLF and a jet touched down behind my car the noise was
so loud I though my car had been hit by something and went off the side of the road, my infant daughter started to
scream and I could not console or calm her I to was very disturbed by what happened as I had never experienced 
the sounds of the jets touching down, it was horrifying and I can tell you it was ear shattering and I could not
believe that the Navy was allowed to do such a thing. Longtime local residents I spoke with said that is why the
property surrounding OLF had no value. Whidbey Island has been growing leaps and bounds and it's time for the
Navy to consider moving OLF off Whidbey especially since the Growlers moved in. My experience with OLF was
26 years ago and I could not understand how the local residents tolerated it but the Growlers have to be intolerable
and it's not fair what the Navy is doing to the local residents and to think they want to have more Growlers, shame
on the Navy and them not being good neighbors to the Island residents.
It's time for the Navy to move OLF and I and husband are all for them ending the touch and go there. The Island
has grown to big for
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the Navy and unlike the residents that want OLF gone I would also like to see the Navy leave in general. We have a very unique Island and tourists are flocking to it expect Oak Harbor as it's become a transient Navy town with crime and strip malls and yet it could be a beautiful stop off to Anacortes instead of a town to just pass though. I never go to Oak Harbor but I do go to Coupeville, Freeland, Langley and even over to Pt Townsound and when I go to
Anacortes I pass through O.Harbor as it's not a desirable place to go and it's because of the Navy Base. Time for the Navy to do what is right by the citizens of the OLF instead of forcing them to sue. Sad times indeed.
Regards,
Mrs. Thompson

Sent from my iPhone



the Navy and unlike the residents that want OLF gone I would also like to see the Navy leave in general. 

We have a very unique Island and tourists are flocking to it expect Oak Harbor as it's become a transient 
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Regards, 

 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EIS for Growler Operations
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 17:52:38

Dear Whidbey EIS Navy,

I live very close to the Olf runway and often find that I can't be outside while the jets are flying.  The noise is
terrible.  I have lived on and near airforce bases all my life and am very desensitized to the jet noise, but this is
unreal.  Please address all of the listed concerns in the EA-18G "Growler" EIS.    I don't want to move away (I have
invested a lot in fencing and landscape) and doubt that I could get market value for my property anyway.                  

   The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider howpilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations onthe valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 

Thank you for your consideration.

This message was sent to  by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn
Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate,
click here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-405815-YOsy8p
Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensures that small contributions go a long way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687> 
 <http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-405815-YOsy8p>
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EIS for "Growler" Operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 17:36:12

        Too Much of a Good Thing

        

        The United States Navy has one essential, noble mission and that is to keep the American people safe. The
Navy has discharged this duty faithfully and courageously for over two hundred years. In order to maintain their
readiness and fulfill this sacred obligation, the Navy must by necessity constantly conduct training of its personnel.
Whidbey Island has proudly played a key role in facilitating this training by being willing to accept a balance
between “the sound of freedom” associated with flight training and the normal, everyday lives of its citizens. This
has been possible because of the rule of reason, i.e., the jet noise has been at noticeable but reasonable levels.

        

        In recent years, however, the Navy has begun to stretch the balanced nature of this unwritten agreement
between itself and the citizens. What had been a mutually beneficial relationship has more and more become one-
sided, with the Navy taking on a more and more imperious attitude, seemingly forgetting their role is to serve rather
than dictate. Even as they fulfilled their mission to protect and defend abroad, they have begun to endanger and
harm the citizenry here at home.  This is a glaring contradiction.  In order to justify this reckless endangerment, top
Navy officials have even resorted to outright lies. For example:

        

        1.       Navy helicopters have for some years been flying dangerously close to bluff-top homes along Admiralty
Inlet, hugging the bluffs when they could have flown more straight routes across the water. They flew at eye level
and so close one could have hit them with a rock. They were, for lack of a better term, hot-dogging.  This severely
vibrated the homes (and their double pane window seals) and the bluff itself (not a good thing – remember
Ledgewood). A sudden side wind could have sent them into the trees and the homes themselves.  In response to
complaints, the Commandant at the time lied in writing to home owners and to U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell,
claiming that they needed to fly so close so that in an emergency they could auto-rotate to the beach below. An
experienced Navy helicopter pilot who once flew a U.S. President from an aircraft carrier in the Mediterranean to
the courtyard of the Vatican exposed this lie, saying that in an emergency in which auto-rotation is required, the
pilot needs as much altitude and maneuvering room as possible, not the low-altitude, narrow confines of a bluff and
a beach.  The Navy has further claimed that the extreme vibration of the bluff does not endanger the bluff stability
in any way. There is no agency, state or Federal, that can possibly make this claim, since they have no idea  of the
internal structure of the bluff at any given point. Such a claim callously defies common sense and the tenuous nature
of Whidbey’s bluffs.

        2.       Navy jets have dumped fuel over Smith and Minor Islands west of Whidbey. The islands themselves are
a National Wildlife Refuge, and the surrounding waters are one of seven Washington State Aquatic Reserves
because they include the largest kelp beds in the Salish Sea, absolutely key to the sea life in our marine
environment. The Navy has said this fuel dumping is only done in emergency situations, but homeowners along
West Beach Road have observed this behavior time and time again, and Navy pilots, in unguarded moments among
friends, have admitted it is not done solely in emergencies. Imagine the impact of jet fuel on the sea life in the kelp
beds, the nurseries of our waters.

        3.       In advance of Growler aircraft, the Navy indicated they would be louder but not so loud as to pose a
health threat.  In addition, they indicated there would be fewer flights. Both these statements have proved untrue.
Noise measurements have indicated dangerous, even damaging noise levels. The number of flights, the hours during
which flights are conducted, and even the range of flight paths, all have greatly expanded, not decreased. We now
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have a situation in which citizens’ sleep is disrupted, children’s classes are interrupted, and people’s hearing is
threatened by the very organization sworn to serve and protect. What sense does it make to serve so admirably
abroad and harm the citizenry at home?

        I would like all 3 of these issues to be addressed in full by the EIS.

        

        The bottom line is that had the balance of benefit been maintained, the people of Whidbey would have been
willing to continue putting up with some inconvenience and unpleasantness for the common good as they have for
decades. The people of Whidbey have not outgrown the Navy. The Navy has severely upped the ante and outgrown
Whidbey.  What is remarkable is that the Navy would even consider putting us in harm’s way given their essential
mission to protect us. This shows a serious loss of perspective at the top.

        

        It is crucial that the Navy be able to conduct practice jet flights to maintain their readiness and standard of
excellence, but they must do so, like physicians, while doing no harm. Their operations have escalated and become
incompatible with large population centers. They need to remember their core mission, admit they have intensified
operations to an unacceptable and dangerous level, and seek a much more isolated location for their training and
practice flights.

        

        

        

        Coupeville 

        

                       
       
        All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

        

         
        SCOPE: 
        The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.

        

       
        NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

        

       
        HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
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         SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

        

         
         ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

        

       
        REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.    

        

        ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in
6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-
populated areas.
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: ken pickard
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 18:29:13

Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF  

To the Navy: WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil   
Copy to:       citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
From:           

Date:            December 4, 2013               

   All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  

SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  

 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.    

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-
populated areas. 

OTHER COMMENTS:

Whidbey Island Naval jet noise pollution is not limited to Whidbey Island. Camano Island may not "feel" the
rumble of the jets, however the disruptive and outrageous noise is just as irritating to the serenity that used to be the
norm on Camano Island. This noise pollution is more intense and more frequent than in 2012. It is this expansion of
affected area with the change in noise level along with the increased operation schedule that is at issue.

It's not the use of the Naval Air Station that is at issue, it's the use as a Touch and Go, constant, repetitive training
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area that completely changes the entire region surrounding the Naval Air Station - not just Whidbey Island. The
recent change to a different aircraft may also be at fault.

It is difficult to understand how such disruptive and invasive noise pollution could just "happen" and then be asked
to plan for it, rather than plan to reduce it - at least back to the level it was in 2012.

On May 8, 2013, I arrived at my home on Camano at 9:30PM expecting to unwind briefly outdoors before retiring
for the evening. This simple common activity was made impossible because the Navy jets were already circling on
Whidbey Island and the repetitive, disruptive loud noise completely drowned out any sounds or sense of the
outdoors. I decided to just wait it out. Unfortunately, even by escaping inside, closing all windows and doors with
the TV turned up it was not possible to escape the rumble and disruption.

The final outrageous discovery was that the Navy jets did not cease their “operations” until 12:35 AM – Yes that’s
35 minutes PAST MIDNIGHT ! With sleep impossible during this “planned assault”, the Navy jet operations had
effectively deprived me of the simple freedom to even choose when to sleep. The following evening of May 9,
2013, the Navy decided that I was not allowed to sleep between 8:00 PM until after 11:00 PM.

The "Jet Noise Complaint" number 360-257-2681 seems to have no effect and neither does the 360-257-8787
number for a recorded message. Recently, during a long assault of disturbing jet noise that did not end until 10:00
PM, the  "Jet Noise Complaint" number 360-257-2681 simply did not answer. The 360-257-8787 number was, as
usual, a recorded message. Whether these numbers or the persons answering them actually do anything to address
the noise issue is questionable.

If a large business was responsible for major job supply and economy in a region and it was found to be polluting
the environment it would be required to cease the pollution and any future "planned pollution" would need to be
regulated and approved. The Navy Noise Pollution should have no less scrutiny. Its obnoxious and detrimental
effect is instant, planned, deliberate, widespread and seems to be growing. Fortunately, the effect can be instantly
corrected with no lasting environmental damage. This unreasonable expansion of noise pollution has to stop.

I cannot understand how such a planned program has been allowed to happen. It was not even an issue in 2012 and
now it completely dominates any outdoor activity.

The Navy is undoing any possible goodwill and positive public relations that the Blue Angels might have gained -
and is creating a strong base of opposition.
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Thursday, December 05, 2013 14:09:18

We live approximately a half-mile West of the western edge of the designated flight pattern for your OLF
operations.   We have owned the property since 1995 and first lived there in 2000.  We were aware of the Navy's
operation at OLF before we purchased the property and spent several weeks assessing the noise levels in that area. 
Our conclusion was that we could live with the noise of the Prowlers and their schedule of operations, which then
was usually two days a week for an hour or two, with several weeks between flights.  That volume of operations
continued for several years and we were fully in support of the Navy's use of OLF.  Our house, built in accordance
with"Noise Zone"requirements, muffled the sound of the planes.  Even being outside in the garden was not
impossible.

With the introduction of the Growlers, however, everything changed.  Not only do they sound considerably louder
than the Prowlers, they fly directly over our property, which is well beyond their designated flying range.
Additionally, and most important, the volume of flights has been triple that during the Prowler era. Now, it's four or
five days a week, from late morning to Midnight and beyond.  The noise is so loud that we are unable to be
outdoors without hearing-protection, we are unable to have guests because it's impossible to have conversations
without shouting, we are unable to listen to the radio or watch TV when they fly over our house, and we cannot
sleep until they end operations, sometimes well after Midnight.

We are also concerned about the safety of the local population while these jets are flying, especially considering
that two of them have experienced emergencies in the last year in  Eastern Washington, one of which resulted in a
crash and loss of life.  During a conversation we had with one of your Oak Harbor Air Station representatives
regarding the pilots' swinging well outside the designated flight pattern, their answer was that the Growler is so
difficult to fly that the pilots can't worry about staying within the proper range.

In short, the situation has gone from one we could tolerate in support of the Navy to one that has destroyed our
lifestyle and our enjoyment of Central Whidbey, diminished, if not decimated, the value of our property, and turned
us toward opposing the Navy's activities in this area.

It is clear to us that the Navy has outgrown OLF after some seventy years and we suggest it is time for the Navy to
acknowledge that as well.  Exceeding the capacity of a location is a routine occurrence, whether it's a small family
that moves to a larger home as their family expands, a small business seeking larger space as they grow, or churches
and schools that reach a point where they must move to a more appropriate location in order to meet current needs.
The Navy, too, should assess whether they have exceeded the capacity of the Coupeville OLF location.

As you develop the EIS regarding Growler operations at OLF, please consider the following:

The scope of the EIS should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI, not just
impending additions, to determine how they impact the local communities and environment.

Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’t use model averages that include non-operational times. JGL
Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels requiring hearing
protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.” The very suggestion that the scream
of the jets would be averaged with the quiet of a normal day and night in order to assess the noise impact to
residents indicates the possibility that data could be massaged to favor the Navy's position.

Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage,
blood pressure and cardiac problems, emotional strain, the  greater susceptibility of children, and the harm to
livestock and wildlife. 

Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II era
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Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  The growth in population allowed by
zoning since operations began increases the odds that an emergency will have catastrophic results.

Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on recreation, tourism, agriculture and wildlife in Ebey’s Landing
National Historic Reserve, an area of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife
and migratory bird habitat.

Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real estate market. Home sales
in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in Langley, Freeland and
Island County in general.

Investigate the negative impact of jet noise on local businesses, including lodging, restaurants, retail, agriculture,
and schools both public and private.

Respectfully submitted,

Coupeville, WA 98239
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeyreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 18:49:47

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: 
Date: Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 1:38 PM
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
To: annwilsonartist@gmail.com, ktldy3gayle@aol.com, clafondi@frontier.com

Here are the suggestions as to how you submit an e-mail to: whidbeyEIS@navy.mil   If you need further FACTS
please go to the website: citizensofebeysreserve.com  We have done a LOT of research.  When the Growlers
resume flights in January at the OLF field there is no doubt that we will be exposed to significant noise that WILL
result in hearing loss and the quality of life we have here.  Real estate values have decreased already significantly
which in general will reduce the tax base for Island County.  Even though we all like to pay fewer taxes it will
devastate our county budget. The reasons go on and on.  We are ONLY interested in closing the OLF.  If you have
concerns regarding NAS Whidbey in OH that is your personal choice.
Please note that you do not have to send a cc to citizens of obeys reserve…although that would be great.   Under
the next letter I will send you my recent comments and comments by other people so that you get inspired.     
THANK YOU, 

Begin forwarded message:

        From: "Ken Pickard" <noreply@list.moveon.org>
       
        Subject: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
       
        Date: December 2, 2013 1:27:28 PM PST
       
        To: 
       
        Reply-To: "Ken Pickard" <kenpickard28@gmail.com>
       

        As a result of our federal lawsuit the Navy has agreed to prepare a detailed Environmental Impact Statement
regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville. We have a very limited
time for each of us to input what we think should be researched and addressed in the EIS. Please, Please take the
time to send in your comments via email or hard copy letter to make this scoping of the EIS process effective.
Thank you. Ken Pickard
       
       
       
       
        1.     Select FORWARD from your email
        2.     In your email TO:  type WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil
        3.     In your email cc:   type citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
        4.     You can now enter your Name and Comments in the document inserted below 
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        5.     If you like you can delete the excess verbiage  above the document by placing your cursor and
backspacing
        6.     Send   Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF   To the
Navy:               WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil    Copy to:                           citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
From:                           
       
           All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
        SCOPE: 
        The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.
        NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
        HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
         SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
         ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
        REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
           OTHER COMMENTS:  (type any additional comments you have here)
        
       
________________________________

        This message was sent to  by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website.
MoveOn Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as
inappropriate, click here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-1658513-NiRRUj

        Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions,
no big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensures that small contributions go a long way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687> 
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com; kenpickard28@gmail.com; Brabanski, Marianne
Subject: Growler Operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 19:36:35

I moved to Whidbey Island in 1997 and bought a house at  at which time I was provided a
map of OLF flying noise zones and was told that such flights would cease on or before 10 a.m. whenever flying.  I
sold my house and moved to a Coupeville (home at t (S8270-00-0G009-0 purchased
1/8/2002) and (studio at  (R13233-363-4140 purchased on 1/1/1998)).
I was provided a NAS Map AICUZ (A-7) which showed both properties outside the noise zone).

I have found repeatedly late night flights, some after midnight, especially when each new commander takes over.  It
would seem as though previous agreements regarding noise decibel levels and flying times are never adhered to. 

In view of potential damage to our ears and the new Growler decibel levels and continued failure to adhere to hours
of flying, I FULLY SUPPORT ANY EFFORTS TO CLOSE THE OLF.

, Coupeville, WA 98239 
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: [Community] Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 15:05:21

                       

   All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
 

________________________________

This message was sent to  by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn Civic
Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate, click
here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-1683685-Oj8kAQ

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensures that small contributions go a long way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687> 
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: More Navy Jets
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 13:05:08

We own a small rental house in Admirals Cove.  Last spring, our tenant, a Navy employee, left because she could
no longer stand the noise.
She said, "I love this house and the neighborhood, but the jets are disrupting my life.  I get up at 5AM to drive to
work at the hospital, and the noise keeps me awake sometimes until after midnight.  I've got the get away from these
jets."
We continue to lose income because of the jets.

Sincerely,
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeyreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Jet Noise
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 12:49:44

To experience the damage that the Navy jets do to the local Coupeville neighborhoods, we have an invitation:
When the jets fly over Admirals Cove, please bring your families, including young children and pets, to 1304
Farragut Dr and enjoy some free refreshments on our beautiful deck overlooking the Pudget Sound. 
No earplugs allowed.
Sincerely,

P.S.  We'll be surprised if anyone in authority has the courage to take us up on this.
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 0:37:25

Dec 3, 2013
To whom it may concern,
Dear Sirs,
   All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE:  The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine
how they impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
   OTHER COMMENTS: I curse the violent intrusion into our lives, and everyone responsible for it,  every time it
happens. The base should be moved to an unpopulated area.

Sincerely, 

________________________________

This message was sent to  by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn
Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate,
click here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-4222712-zn4Ixz

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensures that small contributions go a long way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687> 

 <http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-4222712-zn4Ixz>

----- End forwarded message -----
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Concerns to be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 18:26:26

To whom it may concern:

I want to add my voice to those who questioning the appropriateness of continued operation of the Off-field
Landing Field in Coupeville, Washington. I have three things that I would like to see:

Scope—the EIS should be expanded to include ALL EA-18G and EA-6B operations at Naval Aviation Station
Whidbey Island to determine the impact on the environment and on the local communities.

Noise—Noise assessments need to be conducted on the ground and not estimated from models. Sound propagation
over water and within the surrounding mountains and hills cannot be easily evaluated from numerical models.
Actual acoustic reports from JGL Acoustics recorded maximum decibel levels from Growler operation at the OLF
were “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent
hearing loss.”

Safety—the short, outdated World War II era Coupeville landing strip subjects neighboring residents and pilots to
substantial risks that have never been fully evaluated.

OLF flight operations have a marked effect upon the valuable recreational, agricultural and wildlife uses of Ebey’s
Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an
important wildlife and migratory bird habitat. The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF and permanently
relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

PORT TOWNSEND, WASHINGTON 98368

1340

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

mailto:NAVFAC.LANTVAQopsEIS@navy.mil
mailto:citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com


From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for "Growler" Operations at Coupeville OLF EA-18G EIS Project

Manager (Code EV21/SS
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 18:54:55

       

SCOPE:  The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine
how they impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.   Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.   
ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-
populated areas.   
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: CitizensoftheEbeysReserve2@gmail.com
Subject: FW: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 2:19:09

________________________________

Subject: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
To: lbsaltpal@msn.com
Date: Mon, 2 Dec 2013 13:27:28 -0800
From: noreply@list.moveon.org

As a result of our federal lawsuit the Navy has agreed to prepare a detailed Environmental Impact Statement
regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville. We have a very limited
time for each of us to input what we think should be researched and addressed in the EIS. Please, Please take the
time to send in your comments via email or hard copy letter to make this scoping of the EIS process effective.
Thank you. Ken Pickard

1.     Select FORWARD from your email
2.     In your email TO:  type WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil
3.     In your email cc:   type citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
4.     You can now enter your Name and Comments in the document inserted below 
5.     If you like you can delete the excess verbiage  above the document by placing your cursor and backspacing
6.     Send   Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF   To the
Navy:               WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil    Copy to:                           citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
From:                           

   All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
SCOPE: 
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War II
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
 ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
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   OTHER COMMENTS:  All of the above statements are valid. The damage the Navy is doing with the EA-18G to
our health, hearing, sanity, real estate values, childrens lives, air pollution and particulate levels is incalcuable. I
myself had an audiogram done recently and found (no surprise here) SIGNIFICANT hearing loss in the 2500-7000
hz range. "Classic flight line hearing loss" the audiologist told me, and I dont want my grand daughter to suffer the
same fate!! The aircraft is TOO LOUD!! NO ONE should be repeatedly exposed to 120+ db!! The Navy is
deafening their own people and its sad to know a generation of children will need hearing aids WAY BEFORE their
time.

________________________________

This message was sent to  by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website.
MoveOn Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as
inappropriate, click here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-6353209-tl6yqM

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensures that small contributions go a long way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687> 

 <http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-6353209-tl6yqM>
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From:
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 23:43:29

           All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:  
        SCOPE: 
        The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.
        NOISE:  Test real-time high noise events on the ground.  Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times.  JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
        HEALTH:  Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife.    Reference studies by:  The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
         SAFETY:  Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.  
         ENVIRONMENT:  Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.
        REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market.  Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.     ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas. 
           OTHER COMMENTS:  We live across the water in Jefferson County and the noise over here is deafening. 
Please make sure that your assessment of impact on 'local communities' include the ones that you may think aren't
impacted, like ours. 
       

________________________________

        This message was sent to  by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn Civic
Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate, click
here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-2159376-GPbexw

        Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions,
no big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensures that small contributions go a long way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687> 

         <http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-2159376-GPbexw>
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