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Post Office Box 202
Coupeville, Washington 98239

December 16, 2013

Admiral Bill Gortney, USN

Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command
Fleet Public

Affairs (NO1P)

1562 Mitscher Ave., Suite 250

Norfolk, VA 23551-2487

Captain Michael Nortier,

USN Commanding Officer

Naval Air Station Whidbey Island
Oak Harbor, WA 98253

Ted Brown, EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code EV21/SS);
NAVFAC Atlantic;

6506 Hampton Blvd;

Norfolk, VA, 23508

RE: Politics and the EIS Growler Environmental impact Statement, Whidbey Island, WA

Dear Sirs:

On December 4, 2013 at the Navy’s Environmental Impact Statement scoping meeting
in Oak Harbor, Washington, Island County Commissioner Jill Johnson staged a photo op
along with the Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce and Oak Harbor's mayor. During that
photo op she presented a letter on her Island County letterhead to the base commander
Captain Nortier.

As citizens who Commissioner Johnson was elected to represent, we wish to make a

few things clear about her letter. Most importantly, her letier was not voted upon or

approved by the Board of Island County Commissioners. Neither does it represent the
. opinion of all or most of the citizens of Whidbey Island or Island County.

Commissioner Johnson has the right to express her personal opinion; however using her
title of Commissioner and doing so on Island County Board of Commissioners’
letterhead is misleading and inappropriate. It gives the false impression that her
personal opinion is the opinion of the County Commission. It is not. In addition, it is
telling that Johnson ignored a warning from a more-seasoned fellow commissioner who
cautioned her that presenting her letter would be so misperceived.

Among other things, Commissioner Johnson’s letter urges the continued use of the

Coupeville Outlying Field (“OLF") for Growler operations. Actually the OLF is not even
located in Johnson’s district but rather in District One. You should also note that the

clitizens, inCluding the growing number of those in the undersianed oraanizations. do not
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District One Commissioner has not voted for any such resolution in support of the
continued use of the OLF for Growler operations.

Commissioner Johnson’s letter references the community of Oak Harbor and, “all of
Whidbey Island” when she states: “We know the planes are loud, but we accept that
reality...” She has no right to make that claim. Please understand that Johnson is not
speaking for many citizens in Oak Harbor and across the Whidbey Island. Many
citizens, including the growing number of those in the undersigned organizations, do not
now and will never accept as a reality the hazardous levels of noise saturating our
communities from Growler operations. Johnson simply does not speak for us on this
issue.

Commissioner Johnson’s opinion is nothing more than the opinion of one person. Her
personal opinion should be granted no more weight than any other individual’s when it
comes to the EIS Scoping Process. Perhaps her opinion should be given less
consideration since she does not live near the OLF and consequently is not impacted by
Growler operations conducted there.

In taking a stand in support of expanding Growler operations at NAS Whidbey Island
before all of the program’s potential impacts upon the communities’ health, safety, and
quality of life have been studied or identified, Commissioner Johnson has demonstrated
a lack of understanding of her own communities’ needs and of the responsibilities of her
job as commissioner. Years of noise complaints from our communities related to
Growiler operations make it clear that the adverse impacts of Growler over-flights cannot
be “mitigated” no matter what Johnson would like to believe in her letter.

Commissioner Johnson’s actions, and those of certain other politicians and business
leaders, iend credence to community concemns that the Navy’s final decision on whether
to continue and/or expand Growler operations on Whidbey Island will be based upon
poliitical considerations rather than upon an objective assessment of the impacts upon all
of our extended communities.

We fully expect the Navy to base its final decisions on objective assessments of the
known and potential impacts of proposed Growler operations. In support of that
objective assessment we have submitted detailed comments and science-based studies
on noise, health, and other issues relevant to the EIS process.

Thank you for this opportunity to set the record straight.

Sincerely,
Citizens of Ebey’s Reserve Concemned Island Citizens
(b)(6) (b)(6)

cc: Congressman Rick Larson
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(b)(6)

December 20, 2013

Admiral William E. Gortney, USN
Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command
1562 Mitscher Ave., Suite 250

Norfolk, VA 23551-2487

(b)®)

Commanding Officer, NAS Whidbey Island
3730 North Charles Porter Ave Bldg 385
Oak Harbor, WA 98278-5000

Ted Brown, EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code EV21/5S);
NAVFAC Atlantic

6506 Hampton Bivd

Norfolk, VA, 23508

Subj: EIS EA-18G Growler Environmental Impact Statement, Whidbey Island, WA

Dear Admiral bG%rtnev.
Ca_ptain( X®)
Mr. Ted Brown,

A letter was recently circulated in island County addressed to each of you gentlemen dated December
18, 2013 from the leadership of the anti Navy group in Island County. The letter was primarily a diatribe
against current Island County Commissioner Jill Johnson, District 2, the district within which Oak Harbor
and part of the Naval Air Station is located. In that letter the anti Navy authors attempt to claim Ms
Johnson, the elected representative of the citizens of Island County, should receive no more attention
than any other resident. We find that offensive, with their complete ignorance of our representative
form of government. Their comments state an elected person does not represent the people by whom
they are elected. Commissioner Johnson is elected county wide. Additionally the authors claim that
Commissioner Johnson’s statements that the vast majority of the community supports the Navy are
incorrect. Their statements are false. This anti Navy group fails to report the typical number of annual
operations at OLF Coupeville in the 80’s and 90’s was in the 22,000 to 26,000 range with as high as
32,000 operations but instead focuses on the fact the more current number has exceeded the FA
estimated Growler operations of 6000 annual operations by a mere 20%. Estimating an annual number
of operations for an EA on a new airplane plus for an unknown carrier operational commitment is
problematic. The historic operational number especially during times of higher world tension is 400%
greater than current operations. Also the anti Navy group declares heart health issues from a study at
Heathrow airport with an annual operation of 470,000, a number 8000% greater than the operations at
OLF Coupeville. This certainly is not a correct comparison that they refer to as scientific data.

The anti Navy leadership has never served a day in the military in service to their country, nor have they
ever held an elected office. This fact alone may explain their many anti Navy comments over the past
year or their lack of appreciation of the representative form of government. Both Al Koetje, prior Oak
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Harbor Mayor 24 years, and Mac McDowell, prior Island County Commissioner 16 years, understand the
representative form of government and with combined Oak Harbor resident status of over 110 years,
elected office of 40 years and military service during times of conflict including pilot experience in the
A-6 attest and affirm that the large majority of the residents in Oak Harbor and Island County support
the Navy and its continued use of all training opportunities in the Northwest including OLF Coupeville.

Besides our statements of the community’s support of the Navy and its local training mission of
preparing aircrews to land on carriers the obvious proof of the community’s support was the very easy
collection during two weekends at one store of over 5000 petition signatures declaring Navy support
and continued operation at OLF Coupeville of which you have a copy - additionally there was a separate
electronic petition with over 1,600 signatures and a pro OLF Facebook site with 4,700 "likes". In
comparison, the anti-Navy group is very small with only 72 "likes” on their Facebook site. At best, this
anti-military group represents less than 1% of the county. The residents appreciate the service and
sacrifices made by the military members and their families to the United States and to our local
community in the current conflict as well as all prior conflicts starting with World War Il and the peace
times in between. Most residents not only do not agree with the many negative comments made by the
anti Navy group but if there was some form of action appropriately available stating their displeasure
with this anti group they would likely take it. We can say we certainly heard those flowery comments
regarding their displeasure of the anti Navy group during our collection of the signatures.

The City of Oak Harbor and Island County have passed local codes supporting the one venue,
encroachment, where local government can make a real difference to the Navy. The zoning around the
air station and below the landing patterns at NAS and OLF do not allow any land sub division denser
than one home per 5 acres or allow land uses that congregate large numbers of people such as child
care centers or schools. The state was successfully petitioned 20 years ago to change the state building
code in our county and city to require additional sound attenuation in new construction or remodels
within the noise zones and for 22 years we have had a noise disclosure ordinance requiring notification
of any buyer or leaser of a home located in the noise zone. The title companies also assure any buyer is
aware of airplane noise on each title report. What is of particular interest is the majority of the people
fully supported these more restrictive conditions when they were passed during our tenures in office.

Please accept this letter of our joint 110 plus years of being local residents, 40 years of elected office,
and the years of military service to accurately reflect our knowledge of and our community’s
appreciation for the Navy’s presence and their service. We are of the firm belief the 70 years of use of
the runway at OLF Coupeville constitutes a grandfathered facility and grandfathered operation and
should be allowed to continue with the number of annual operations required to meet the training
needs of the Navy to successfully meet its worldwide challenges and missions, the same as it has done
for 70 years. The community also welcomes the expansion of the Growler community to accommodate
the new planned squadrons or any new expeditionary squadrons.

Respectfully,
(b)(6) (b)(6)

cc
Congressman Rick Larsen
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December 27, 2013

EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code EV21/SS)
NAVFAC Atlantic

6506 Hampton Blvd.

Norfolk, VA 23508

Re: EIS to evaluate the potential environmental effects associated with ongoing and planned

EA-18G Growler airfield oggﬁations at NAS Whidbey Island’s Ault Field and Qutlying Landing Field
(OLF)

We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments as part of the Navy’s scoping process to
identify community concerns and issues to be addressed in the EIS for the EA-18G Growler
Airfield Operations at the Naval Air Station on Whidbey Island. Our comments are on behalf of
the 800 Sierra Club members on the North Olympic Peninsula directly affected by the extremely
loud noise generated by the Navy’s training exercises in the area.

Whidbey Island, where these facilities are located, is a vibrant, beautiful, and historic region that
has been adversely affected by the extreme aircraft noise from the Navy’s training flights.

Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a 24,000-acre national park of environmental, cultural,
and historical significance has been particularly affected. The Reserve is an important wildlife
and migratory bird habitat that is in the vicinity of an antiquated World War II landing strip, the
OLF, that is used by the Navy for practice touch and go exercises.

In addition to adversely affecting wildlife, the Navy’s own audit found that its jet aircraft emit
noise well in excess of the normal human pain threshold. Training flights have occurred at all
hours of the day and night and often continue for extended periods of time. Nearby residents
experience high levels of jet noise even within their shuttered houses and visitors are unable to
avail themselves of state and federal park and recreational lands during these times.

These training exercises, particularly those at the Outlying Landing Field (OLF), also occur within
a populated area and present unacceptable accident hazard to residents and visitors. The OLF is
an antiquated World War II runway that lacks the proper clearances for safe take offs and
landings and it should be closed.

For these reasons, the Sierra Club’s North Olympic Group joins with local citizens in
requesting the Navy address the following concerns in the Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) being prepared for EA-18G Growler Airfield operations at the Naval Air Station on Whidbey
Island:
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Scope: The scope of this EIS should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations

at the Coupeville OLF and at Ault Field as no Environmental Impact Statements have ever been
completed studying the impacts from these operations on local communities and the
environment. Local communities affected should include those on Whidbey Island as well as
those in neighboring Skagit, Jefferson, and Clallam Counties. {
Noise: Real-time high noise events experienced with each operation should be examined rather
than averages which include periods when the jets do not fly. Recent tests found that maximum
sound levels from Growlers using the OLF were “well above the levels requiring hearing
protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.” Real measuring
and not computer modeling should be the test.

Health: Address the numerous peer-reviewed studies documenting the various health effects of
aircraft noise, including permanent hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how
children have a greater susceptibility to jet noise; and the harm to livestock and wildlife.

Studies include those by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The health effects of exposure
to toxic jet aircraft pollution should also be studied.

Safety: Consider how flights over populated areas pose potential safety problems. Pilots and
residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 1I era Coupeville
OLF.

Environment: The OLF is adjacent to Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park
of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory
bird habitat. Ebey’s Reserve supports valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife
uses. The effects of OLF flight operations (both noise and pollution) on these uses must be
considered.

Property Values: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF since 2006 has
devastated the local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline
from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

Alternatives to OLF: The OLF has not been used for nearly six months, during which time
flight training has been safely continued elsewhere, proving that the Coupeville OLF is not an
essential facility. The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF and permanently relocate
all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

Thank you for your attention to our concerns,

%‘Méﬁ%ﬂ(w&/ CM;K
Monica Fletcher

Chair, North Olympic Group Sierra Club
P.O. Box 1083
Port Townsend, WA 98368
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December 30, 2013

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic

Attn: Code EV21/SS EA-18G Growler EIS Project Manager
6506 Hampton Boulevard

Norfolk, VA 23508

Re: U.S. Navy Environmental Impact Statement for the EA-18G Growler
Airfield Operations at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whidbey Island ~ Scoping
Comments

Dear EA-18G Growler EIS Project Manager:

The Trust Board of Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve appreciates the
opportunity to provide the following comments as part of the scoping process to
help identify issues to be studied in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
that will be prepared by the Navy. The Trust Board is charged with
administering and managing Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve as a
unit of the National Park system (the Trust Board’s mission statement is
attached), consistent with the mandate of Congress (PL 95-625) and the Interlocal
Agreement of July 26, 1988 between the National Park Service, Washington State
Parks and Recreation Commission, Island County and the Town of Coupeville.

To that end, the Trust Board requests that the EIS address the following:

1. Potential direct and indirect impacts on the following resources within
Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve as a result of noise (intensity
and frequency) ranges specific to Growler jet noise (vs. Prowler) - both
directly under the flight path, immediately adjacent to and near adjacent
to the flight path, and jet fuel pollution:

a. Cultural resources;

b. Historic buildings and structures ;

c. Natural resource impacts, including ground water and lakes,
endangered flora and fauna populations (including local bald
eagles);

d. Scenic resources, including public and private walking trails; and

e. Recreational resources.

This analysis should include not only noise propagation models but a
focus on ground measurements of intensity and frequency (as received
out of doors by playing children, working adults and historic structures
directly under vs. immediately adjacent to over flights) and factor in and
report measured (not presumed) altitudes of the Growlers over the same
during ascent, cruising, and descent.* The analysis should also include on
ground intensity and frequency measurements from multiple locations for
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a number of full length touch and go training sessions at OLF, rather than
non-active periods.*

2. What does this undertaking mean for a visitor's experience coming to the
Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve?

3. What does this undertaking mean for the safety and health of residents,
visitors and animals living in Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve?

Thank you for the opportunity for input and we look forward to future
consultation on this issue.

Sincerely,

I P

Lisa Meserole, Chair
Trust Board of Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve

Cc:

Commanding Officer, Captain Michael Nortier, Naval Air Station Whidbey Island

Chip Jenkins, Deputy Regional Director, Pacific NW Region, National Park
Service (NPS)

Karen Taylor-Goodrich, Superintendent, North Cascades National Park, NPS

Craig Holmquist, Operations Manager, Ebey’s Landing National Historical
Reserve, NPS

Kendall Campbell, CIV NAVFAC NW, PRW4

Allyson Brooks, Ph.D., State Historic Preservation Officer, Washington
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation

Nancy Conard, Mayor, Town of Coupeville

Helen Price-Johnson, Commissioner, Island County

*Since aeronautic noise impact and assessment standards evaluation include
distinctions between cruising noise, take off and climbing noise and descent and
landing noise, data on each should be collected using not only acoustic modeling
but on ground metering of both intensity and frequency during full (typical 4 to 6
hour) Growler flight practices at OLF and at multiple locations directly under and
immediately adjacent to over flights; and include recordings taken outside and
inside historic and newer homes and buildings; and at all levels of Growler
altitudes during direct over lights , including real time altitude measurements as
well as presumed altitudes.
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The Mission of the
Trust Board of Ebey’s Landing National
Historical Reserve is to:

* Preserve and protect, in perpetuity, the historic, natural, cultural, scenic,
recreational, and community resources which are vital to Ebey’s
Landing National Historical Reserve;

* Foster appreciation, understanding, and enjoyment of Ebey’s Landing
National Historical Reserve through education and interpretation;

* Further the purposes of Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve by
Establishing and maintaining productive partnerships between federal,
state and local governments, public and private organizations and
individuals;

* Administer and manage Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve as
a unit of the National Park System, consistent with the mandate of
Congress (PL 95-625) and the Interlocal Agreement of July 26, 1988
between the National Park Service, Washington State Parks and
Recreation Commission, Island County, and the Town of Coupeville.

Approved April 26, 1994
Reaffirmed in 2011
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December 27, 2013

EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code EV21/SS)

Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Atlantic
6506 Hampton Blvd.

Norfolk, VA 23508

To Whom It May Concern,

We are writing in regard to the Growler study for NAS Whidbey. 1 tried to use the whidbeyis.com but
nothing came up.

We have lived in Oak Harbor, WA for almost 25 years. We chose to build our home within the city limits
of Oak Harbor because there were greater restrictions for Navy jets to NOT fly over the city. | have
noticed that there has been a definite increase of jet activity directly over the city in recent years.
Former Navy pilots have confirmed this.

We are concerned about this jet activity being allowed directly over the city and about the increase in
louder and more jets in the future that would then be allowed to fly directly over the city. We accept
gladly the Navy presence on Whidbey but | do think the Navy should act and abide by the parameters
that it has stated it would.

Sincerely, Y YA
(b)(6)

(b)(6) {/ / ) /

Oak Harbor, WA 98277
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Scoping Meeting Comment Form

Thank you for attending the scoping meeting for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for
the EA-18G Growler Airfield Operations at NAS Whidbey Island. To be most helpful,
comments should be clearly written and describe specific issues or topics. Comments may be
submitted in one of the following four ways: (1) Provide written comments at today's public
meeting; (2) Speak with the stenographer, -who will record your comments; (3} Submit your
comments on the project website at www.whidbeyeis.com; or (4) Write your-comments and
mail them to: Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, 6506 Hampton Boulevard;
Norfolk, VA 23508, Attn: Code EV21/SS. All comments submitted as part of ﬂhe scoping
perlod must be submitted by January 3, 2014. ‘
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Please drop this form into one of the comment boxes here at the scoping meeting or mail to:
Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
6506 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23508, Atin: Code EV21/SS

YOUR INPUT MATTERS
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For more information, please visit the project website at whidbeyeis.com

Please drop this form into one of the comment boxes here at the scoping meeting or mail to:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
6506 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23508, Attn: Code EV21/SS

. 02:EE-004593-0001-02TTO
] Growler EIS Comment Sheet.ai-GRA-10/15/13
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION 10
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 :
Seattle, WA 98101-3140 . , OFFICE OF
' ECOSYSTEMS,
TRIBAL AND PUBLIC
AFFAIRS

December 27, 2013 |

Captain M. K. Nortier, Commanding Officer

U.S. Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic

Attn: Code EV21/SS

6506 Hampton Boulevard , o
Norfolk, Virginia 23508 |

Re:  Notice of Intent to prepare an Env1ronmental Impact Statement for EA-I 8G Growler airfield
operations at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Washmgton
EPA Reglon 10 PI‘O_]eCt Number 13-0030-DOD.

Dear Captain Nortier:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has reviewed the Notlce of Intent to prepare an

- Environmental Impact Statement for the EA-18G Growler airfield operations at Naval Air Station

~ Whidbey Island, Washington. We are submitting comments in accordance with our responsibilities
under the National Environmental Policy Act and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act. We appreciate your
contacting us regarding the proposed action.

To sustain the Navy’s electronic attack aircraft capabilities at NAS Whidbey Island, the Navy proposes
to introduce two additional EA-18G Growler expeditionary squadrons (10 aircraft) and add three EA-
18G Growler aircraft to the Fleet Replacement Squadron at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island’s Ault.
Field and Outlying Landing Field Coupeville, for a total increase of 13 aircraft. In addition, the Navy
would construct and renovate facilities at Ault Field to accommodate additional aircraft and would
station up to 860 additional personnel at and relocate approximately 2,150 famﬂy members to NAS
Whidbey Island and surrounding community.

The NOI indicates that the EIS will include, but not be limited to, analy51s of the direct and indirect
. effects of the proposed action with respect to the followmg .

Air quahty

Noise

Land use

Socioeconomics

Natural resources

Biological resources

Cultural resources

Safety and environmental hazards.

The EIS will also account for cumulative impacts from other relevant activities near the installation. We
agree with the need to address the identified issues. Based on the information provided in the NOI, we
offer the following additional comments to assist in identifying the scope of the NEPA analysis:



Noise and Disturbance Effects

The Military Operations Area affected by NAS Wh1dbey Island currently experiences noise and other
flight-related disturbance to communities, which variously affects residents, visitors, schools,
businesses, recreation areas and activities, natural areas and wildlife. The EIS should address the direct,
indirect, and cumulative effects from additional noise and disturbance that would potentially result for
both human and wildlife communities. The analys1s should include but not necessarily be limited to the
following: :

o Identification of the geographic location and area affected by NAS Whidbey Island Military
Operations. B 4

* Any differences in intensity/severity of effects with respect to the updated and additional aircraft,
including height above ground and height above sea level for all effects.

e Any new effects of military operations on previously undisturbed areas, and-
cumulative/increased effects (increased frequency, seventy) on areas currently within Military
Operations Areas.

e Effects on birds’ , including migratory birds, raptors, shorebirds, waterfowl marine birds, ground
dwelling birds, passerines, and overall effects on habitat quality/suitability for nesting, rearing,
foraging, roosting, particularly within important habitat/concentration areas, such as, Wildlife
Refuges, Natural Areas/Key Conservation Sites, and other important habitat, and on threatened,
endangered, candidate, sensitive, and other species of concern listed by Federal or State fish and
wildlife agencies. | ‘

e Effects on other terrestrial or aquatic wildlife species, including marine mammals®. For affected
species and habitats, disclose the area, location, and accessibility of any remaining intact habitats
and refugia currently unaffected by military operations. .

o Effects on children’s health and safety, including effects of noise/disturbance on school and other
learning environments, outdoor recreation areas, and other sensitive locales’.

e Effects on other vulnerable/disadvantaged populations, including minorities, low income,
elderly, disabled, and Native American tribes.

» Effects on quality of life, recreation activities, and quietude. Churches and other community
gathering environments may be affected by new or increased noise and frequency of military
flights.

e Indirect and cumulative effects on sensitive human and non-human animal receptors.

Aquatic Resources and Sensitive Terrestrial Habitats

Construction of new buildings, roads, and related facilities to support the additional aircraft could
potentially affect aquatic resources and sensitive terrestrial habitats. We recommend that any new
facilities be located in areas that would avoid and minimize impacts to sensitive areas, such as, wetlands,
streams, riparian areas, floodplains, shorelines, source water protection areas, prairies, and other high.
value habitats, and that disturbance and clearing of native vegetation be minimized.

! See additional comments below regarding birds, marine mammals, other wildlife and habitat.

? See additional comments below regarding birds, marine mammals, other wildlife and habitat.

* E.O. 13045 on Children’s Health and Safety directs that each Federal agency shall make it high priority to identify and
assess environmental health and safety risks that may disproportionately affect children, and shall ensure that its policies,
programs, activities, and standards address these risks.

60cT
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Project area aquatic resources would potentially experience varying degrees of encroachment and
alteration of their hydrologic functions, and project encroachment may degrade aquatic habitat and
impact species. For any impacts that cannot be avoided through siting and design, the NEPA document
should describe the types, location, and estimated effectiveness of best management practices applied to
minimize and mmgate 1mpacts to aquatic resources.

The NEPA document should describe aquatic habitats in the affected environment and the
environmental consequences of the proposed alternatives on these resources. Impacts to aquatic.
resources should be evaluated in terms of the aerial (acreage) or lmear extent to be impacted and by the
functions they perform.

The proposed activities may require a Clean Water Act Section 404 permit from the Army Corps of
Engineers. For wetlands and other special aquatic sites, the Section 404(b)(1) guidelines establish a
presumption that upland alternatives are available for non-water dependent activities. The 404(b)(1)
guidelines require that impacts to aquatic resources be (1) avoided, (2) minimized, and (3) mitigated, in
that sequence. The NEPA document should discuss in detail how planning efforts and alternative
selection conform with Section 404(b)(1) guidelines sequencing and criteria. In other words, the Navy
must show that they have avoided impacts to wetlands and other special aquatic sites to the maximum
extent practicable. The NEPA document should discuss alternatives that would avoid wetlands and
aquatic resource impacts from fill placement, water impoundment, construction, and other activities
before proceeding to minimization/mitigation measures.

- The NEPA document should identify all water bodies likely to be impacted by the project, describe the
nature of the potential impacts, and identify the specific pollutants likely to impact those waters. If there
are 303(d) listed water bodies in the project area, the NEPA document should also disclose information
regarding the TMDLs, the water bodies to which they apply, and pollutants of concern. Provisions for
antidegradation of water quality apply to water bodies where water quality standards are presently being
met. o

Land Use, Community, and Socioeconomic Impacts

The EIS should identify plans to accommodate the relocation of up to 860 additional personnel and
approximately 2,150 family members to NAS Whidbey Island and surrounding community: The EIS
should include analysis of direct, indirect, and cumulative effects of this population growth on the
environmental, social, and economic condition of Whidbey Island communities and natural
environment. Issues to address include, but are not limited to, effects on land use/conversions, habitats
and-species, water quality, drinking water supplies, air quality, travel demand, traffic, housing
affordability, infrastructure and law enforcement, fire, emergency and medical needs, schools, public
health and quality of life. :

We recommend that the Navy consider engaging with local governments, planners, community
organizations, and citizens to collaboratively plan for and facilitate compact, livable, walkable
communities, low impact development and “green” construction, redevelopment/revitalization,
provision of parks non-motorized and public transportation, and maintenance of open space, rural lands
and character.

4 See EPA’s Smart Growth website at http:/www.epa.gov/dced/
3




Birds, Marine Mammals, other Wildlife and Habltat

All potential military activities and associated impacts should be described w1th respect to their potential
effects on wildlife and habitat areas. The EIS should describe the current location, quality and capacity
of habitat, its use by wildlife in the project area, and the potential to affect resident and migratory
species. Impacts to consider include disturbance, disruption of normal and necessary behaviors, such as,
nesting, foraging/feeding, resting/roosting, rearing young, social interactions, dispersal, daily and
seasonal movement/migration patterns, use of available habitat, predator/prey interactions. Include the
potential for direct mortality or injury due to aircraft or vehicular collisions with wildlife, or other
mishap. The NEPA document should also identify means to avoid, minimize, and otherwise mitigate
impacts to wildlife.

Endangered, Threatened, Candidate, Sensitive Species

Where proposed project activities could affect animal or plant species listed under the Endangered
Species Act, the NEPA analysis should include the Biological Assessment and the associated USFWS or
NOAA Fisheries Biological Oplmon or formal concurrence, and discuss how the Navy would contribute
to the recovery of listed species®. In addition to federally listed species, there may also be state listed
species, candidate state or federal species, and other sensitive or declining species and their habitats in
the project area. The NEPA document should disclose these sensitive species and habitats, and the

_ analyses of the alternatives should explore all possible measures to avoid and minimize disturbance or
harm to them.

The NEPA analysis should also demonstrate compliance with the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection
Act, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the Marine Mammal Protection Act, and address impacts to any
other species of concern identified by federal or state fish and wildlife agencies.

Invasive Species :

Ground disturbing activities from project construction could cause or exacerbate the spread of noxious
weeds. In compliance with NEPA and with Executive Order 13112, analysis and disclosure of these
actions and their effects, as well as any mitigation to prevent or control such outbreaks, should be
included in the NEPA document. We recommend that disturbed areas be revegetated using native -
spe01es and that there be ongoing maintenance to prevent establishment of invasives in areas dlsturbed
by project activities, using nonchemical means to the greatest extent possible.

Climate Change

Changing climatic conditions should be taken into account as the NEPA document is being developed
In particular, we recommend including analyses of potential impacts of changing climate on the project,
and the project’s potential to contribute to or reduce climate change impacts through direct and indirect
effects, adaptation, and mitigation. :

Cumulative and Indirect Effects

The environmental analysis should consider the effects of the proposed action when added to other past,
present and reasonably foreseeable future actions within and outside the project area. Cumulative
impacts can result from individually minor, but collectively significant actions taking place over time.
For example, the proposed action may ‘have the potential to contribute to cumulative impacts to seabirds

* Endangered Species Act, Sec. 2(c)(1)
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that are already stressed by human disturbance, aircraft flying too low over nesting birds, predation,
diminished habitat, climate change, and that are at risk from oil spills. -

The EPA has issued guidanice on how we are to provide comments on the assessment of cumulative
impacts in Consideration of Cumulative Impacts in EPA Review of NEPA Documents, which can be
found online at: http://www.epa.gov/compliance/resources/policies/nepa/cumulative.pdf . This guidance
includes five key areas of focus when assessing cumulative effects:

Identify resources, if any, that are being cumulatively affected;,
o Determine the appropriate geographic (within natural ecological boundaries) area and the time
period over which the effects have occurred and would occur;
e - Look at all past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions that have affected, are
affecting, or would affect resources of concern;
e Describe a benchmark or baseline;
~e Include scientifically defensible threshold levels

Indirect effects, which must also be analyzed in the NEPA document, are those that are caused by the
action and are later in time or farther removed in distance, but are still reasonably foreseeable. Indirect
effects may include additional development or other activity inducing effects and other effects related to
induced changes in the pattern of land use, road systems and access, number and frequency of human
visits/uses, and related effects on air and water and other natural systems, including ecosystems (40 CFR
Part 1508.8). -

Air Quality, Air Toxics

The NEPA analysis should quantify the dlrect -indirect, and cumulative increases in air pollutant
emissions from the operation and maintenance of the additional aircraft and supporting equipment,
vehicles, and facilities. The potential effects from air pollutants, including air toxics, to NAS personnel,
ground crews, nearby residents, businesses, and any sensitive receptor locations, such as, schools,
medical facilities, senior centers and residences, daycare centers, outdoor recreat10n areas should be
identified.

Air quality effects of project construction can also be substantial. Air toxics emissions, particularly
diesel exhaust, are known or suspected to cause cancer or other serious health effects. For examples of
construction mitigation measures to reduce human health risks from exposure to toxic air emissions,

- visit the Clean Construction USA website at hitp://www.epa.gov/otag/diesel/construction.

Public Participation and Environmental Justice

The NEPA process should effectively engage the public in dialogue about the proposed project and its
potential environmental, social, historical, cultural, and economic impacts — both positive and negative.
In compliance with NEPA and with the Executive Order12898 on Environmental Justice, actions should
be taken to conduct adequate public outreach and participation that ensures the public and Native
American tribes truly understand the possible impacts to their communities and trust resources. Minority
and/or low income communities and tribes must be effectively informed, heard, and responded to
regarding the project impacts and issues affecting their communities and natural and cultural resources.
The information gathered from the public participation process and how this information is factored into
decision-making should be disclosed in the NEPA document.



The EPA requests the following information from lead agencies, at a'mirﬁmum, when reviewing NEPA
documents to determine the adequacy of analysis: : :

Describe the efforts that have/will be taken to inform the communities about the impacts of the
project and to ensure “meaningful public participation” by the potentlally affected
communities/individuals.

Identify low income and minority communities in the impact area(s) of the project.

Disclose in the NEPA document what was heard from the community about the project during -
the public participation sessions by listing the 1mpacts identified by the project proponent and the
communities (perceived and real).

Address whether these impacts are likely to occur and to whom, and evaluate all impacts for
their potential to disproportionately impact low income and/or minority communities.

Describe how what was heard from the public was/will be incorporated into the decisions made
about the project (such as, the development of alternatives or choice of alternatives).

Propose mitigation for the impacts that will or are likely to occur.

Public health and safety impacts and other impacts of concern to the public should be analyzed and
disclosed in the NEPA document. The potential for disproportionate impacts and need for special
consideration should extend to any vulnerable population, including the elderly, disabled, and children,
as well as low income and minorities.

Tribal Consultation

Government-to-government consultation with Indian tribal governments is required in accordance with
Executive Order 13175, Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal Governments, and other
directives. In accord with federal tribal trust responsibilities, special attention should be paid to
environmental impacts on resources held in trust or treaty resources. Among the issues that may be of
concern to the Tribes include:

Reservation lands;
Formally identified trust and treaty resources;
Grave and burial sites; :
Off-reservation sacred sites;
Traditional cultural properties or landscapes;
Hunting, fishing, and 'gathen'ng areas| (including impacts to ecosystems that support animals and
plants that are or once were part of the Tribes’ and tribal descendants’ traditional resource areas);
Access to traditional and current hunting, fishing, and gathering areas and species;
Changes in hydrology or ecological composition of spnngs seeps, wetlands and streams, that
could be considered sacred or have traditional resource use associations;
- Water quality in streams, springs, wetlands and aquifers;
Travel routes that were h%storically used, and travel routes that may be currently used;
Historic properties and other cultural resources.

60cT



1209

We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments during the scoping process. If you have questions or
need more information, please contact me at (206)553- 2966 or via electromc mail at
somers. elame@ena gov.

Smcerely,

o %M/’f -

Elaine L. Somers
Environmental Review and Sediment Management Unit
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EA-18G Growler EIS Project Manager
Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
6506 Hampton Boulevard

Norfolk, VA 23508

Attn: Code EV21/SS

Dear Sir,

As the owner of a property outside Coupeville I must protest at the changes that have started to be made .
and are being proposed. An unfortunate situation has arisen whereby much of the population in the noise
affected area were not aware of either the existence or the extent of the noise zone. And even those who did
see a noise disclosure were probably unaware what it meant. I very much doubt if the reader can calculate
the LDN nose figure from the series of noise events. Which would mean that you don’t understand the
impact any more than those affected.

What is clear is that the Growler is subjectively very much more noisy than the previous aircraft, and there
do not appear to have been any live studies of the actual noise profiles from such aircraft. Desktop studies
are all well and good as a first guess. Of course the proposed activity level is also much increased.

The increase in noise and the proposed increase in training flights to the Outlying field (OLF) will be
devastating to the community. There are residential communities at either end of the runways in the flight
contour, and the center of Island County Government, the Hospital and Schools. It also seems strange that
Island County would locate their Emergency Management center in what is a crash zone, if they were
indeed aware of the risk.

So it seems that between the Navy and the Island County there has been a lack of communication that while
the Navy recommends, I now find, that zones 2 and 3 are not suitable for residential housing, Island county
zones then as residential including some high density areas. What will happen if the Navy continues with
the vastly increased noise is that the affluent will leave the area, property prices will fall leaving the old and
poor. This is typical when an area is blighted and results in disintegration and degradation of communities.
I realize that there is a legitimate need for a training facility, but because of past events and the lack of
communication from the Navy and Island County to the residents and landowners the OLF is not suitable
for that need. Given that the Growler is the chosen aircraft, and that its successors will most likely be even
noisier some change is needed. Either the Navy need provide another facility or purchase the property in
the locality of the OLF at past market rate and allow the recommended non-residential zone

It is very difficult to see how a community could exist where noise events or 120 to 130 dBA could occur
frequently. The health impacts must already be known to you. Imagine, if you can, what happens if you
cannot cover your ears because say you are lifting something, up a ladder, riding a bicycle. At the likely
noise peaks involuntary actions occur to protect oneself because the body knows that it will be hurt
otherwise.

Again, I would suggest that the OLF needs to be closed, or the residents bought out.
(b)(6)

(b)(®)
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Don Hoch
Director
STATE OF WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON STATE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

1111 Israel Road SW e P.O. Box 42650 e Olympia, WA 98504-2650 e (360) 902-8500
Washington Telecommunication Relay Service at (800).833-6388
www.parks.wa.gov

December 30, 2013

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
Attn: Code EV21/SS EA-18G EIS Project Manager
6506 Hampton Boulevard

Norfolk, VA 23508

Dear Project Manager,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide scoping comments on the Environmental Impact .
Statement (EIS) for EA -18G Growler Airfield Operations at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whidbey
Island. The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission (State Parks) managesa  °
diverse array of 117 camping and day-use parks throughout Washington State. State Parks
appreciates the strong and positive relationship it has with the Navy. Historically, State Parks
and the Navy have had productive partnerships including sharing services such as-water and
sewer provision for our respective facilities. State Parks thanks our military men and women for
their service and the Navy for the sensitivity shown to the communities in which it operates.

State Parks notes that the men and women of NAS Whidbey Island are frequent park users, often
volunteer in our parks and, through purchase of the Discover Pass, contribute to the overall
financing of our state park system. Like NAS Whidbey Island, state parks play an 1mp0rtant
econormc role in our communities. It is estimated that in 2011 the six largest state parks in the
10 legislative district - Cama Beach State Park, Camano Island State Park, Deception Pass State
Park, Fort Casey State Park, Fort Ebey State Park and South Whidbey State Park - contributed
over $50 million dollars to the local economy’.

The state parks listed‘below have the highest potential to be impacted by airfield operations at
NAS Whidbey Island. These include:

Cama Beach State Park
Camano Island State Park
Deception Pass State Park
Dugualla State Park

! Estimate based on a 2002 economic study conducted by Dean Runyan Associates titled “Economic Impacts of
Visitors to Washington State Parks.”



Ebey’s Landing State Park
Fort Casey State Park

Fort Ebey State Park -
Joseph Whidbey State Park
South Whidbey State Park

A large number of other state park areas are impacted to a lesser degree including South
Whidbey Island, Skagit Valley, Marrowstone Island, and the San Juan Marine Area.

State Parks has included a CD with Geographic Information System (GIS) shape files indicating
the location of these parks for use in the analysis of potential impacts. Additionally, information
related to the facilities and uses provided at each of these parks can be found on the State Park’s
website at http://www.parks.wa.gov/.

State Parks requests that the following potential impacts to recreation be addressed through the
Draft EIS review process:

Potential impact of noise and frequency of flight operations on the day-use and overnight

recreating public camping in tents, ttailets or RVs directly under or in close proximity to

flight paths. During the busy summer use season, large parks such-as Deception Pass
State Park can have up to 2000 people sleeping in accommodations such as tents, trailers
and RVs which are not designed to shield from the level of noise resulting from airfield

- operations;

Potential impact of noise due to ﬁequency and locatlon of flight operations on park
employees; '

The potential impact of smgle event noise levels (SEL) and Day/N ight Average Sound
Level (DNL) on the day-use, overnight recreatlng public camping in tents, trailers or
RVs, and parks employees directly under or in close proximity to flight paths;

- The potential impact of noise and exhaust particles on endangered threatened, and rare

plant and animal species, habitats, and vegetation communities in Natural Forest Areas,
Natural Area Reserves, and other 'significant State Park classified envuonments directly
under or in close proximity to flight paths;

The potential impact of particulates from exhaust and potential health effects on the
recreating public and on long term residents such as park staff, including analysis of the

“potential for toxic materials that are above the threshold recommended for human health

and safety to accumulate in the air and soil;

Consideration of alternative flight paths for airfield operations. In the event that flight
paths cannot be modified, consideration to modify the timing of flight operations to align
with State Parks quiet hour restrictions which are from 10:00 pm to 6:30 am;
Consideration of concentrating night flights in the winter when fewer members of the
recreating public are using and camping in state parks;

Consideration of sharing flight schedules so that state park visitors can be apprised of
dates when heavy air traffic is anticipated.
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In the interest of providing solution-oriented feedback, State Parks respectfully requests that the
Navy consider appointment of an intergovernmental impact assessment advisory committee to
provide guidance on critical scoping questions. State Parks would be pleased to serve on such an
ad hoc committee. Absent committee formation, State Parks is available for consultation on the
details of any study efforts associated with the development of the DEIS.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment. If you have any questions I can be reached
at 360.902.8632 or randy.kline@parks.wa.gov.

Sincerely,

Randy Kline, Environmental Program Manager
Enclosure: CD of GIS shape files with Washington State Park locations and boundaries

CC via email: Don Hoch, Director, Washington State Parks
Jon Crimmins, Fort Casey State Park
Daniel Farber, Policy & Governmental Affairs
Jack Hartt, Deception Pass Area Manager
Eric Watilo, NW Region Manager
Jeff Wheeler, Cama Beach Area Manager
Island County Commission
Skagit County Commission
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December 27, 2013

EA-18G Growler EIS Project Manager

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
6506 Hampton Boulevard

Norfolk, VA 23508

Attn: Code EV21/SS

My request is to reduce the frequency and duration of touch and go practice, and to monitor the execution
of those flights for compliance (the planes circle way too low over my home) or to move them to a more
suitable location.

When we bought our property (1.5 miles from the landing field), we were informed that flights happened
maybe 2 or 3 times a week and for 2-3 hours daily. We were relocating from a small town along the
BNSF tracks and Interstate 40 — a major trucking route; we thought the flights would be less intrusive than
the constant drone of the freeway and a train every 20 minutes. The noise was less of an inconvenience
- until the past two years when the number of flights and duration of practice sessions increased.

When planes circle high above us, the noise is unpleasant — but tolerable —if limited to 2-3 hours, and not
every day. However, what has occurred more and more frequently, is low flights—very close to the tree
tops --200-250 feet altitude. This seems unnecessary and unsafe at a location so far from the field itself.
Initially | interpreted this as pilots getting a kick out of buzzing our homes, but it happens more and more
frequently, so either these low altitudes are Navy authorized, or no one is enforcing the code.

If the Navy can resume flights at a more reasonable frequency, duration, and altitude, I'li be
inconvenienced, but will consider it a fair sacrifice for our troops. However, if flights continue for 3 or
more days weekly, for 3 or more hours every day, and lower than 500 ft over my home, that is
unacceptable. Planes that produce greater levels of noise are absolutely unacceptable over an inhabited
area.

The crux of the problem is increased habitation coinciding with increased need for practice. They are not

compatible. Though OLF has historically served pilots at Whidbey, it is no longer safe or compatible with

a growing community. In the long run, everyone will be better served if the Navy finds a more remote area
for pilot practice.

Respectfullv.
(b)(6)
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Thank you for attending the scoping meeting for the"Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for
the EA-18G Growler Airfield Operatlons at NAS Whldbey Island. To be most. helpful,
“comments should be clearly written and describe ‘specific issues or topics. Comments may- be-
submitted in one of the following four ways: (1) Provide written comments at today's public
meeting; (2) Speak with the stenographer, who will record your comments; (3) Submit your
comments on the project website at www.whidbeyeis.com; or (4) Write your comments and
mail them to: Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, 6506 Hampton Boulevard,
Norfolk, VA 23508, Attn: Code EV21/SS. All comments submitted as part of the scoping
perlod must be submitted by January 3, 2014.
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Please drop this form into one of the comment boxes here at the scoping meeting or mail to:
Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
6506 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23508, Attn: Code EV21/SS

YOUR INPUT MATTERS
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Scoping Meeting Comment Form
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(b)(6)

December 19, 2013

EA-18G Growler EIS Project Manager

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantis
6506 Hampton Boulevard

Norfolk, VA 23508

Attn: EV21/SS (like P-8A SEIS Project Manager)

RE: SEIS to evaluate the potential enviommental effects associated with ongoing and planned
EA-18G Growler airfield operations at NAS Whidbey island’'s Outlying Landing Field (OLF)

NOISE

In 2005 the Navy issued an Environmental Assessment, the 2005 EA, claiming the new 18G Growler
airpianes would be quieter than the Prowlers they would be replacing. This was untrue. Such an error is
astonishing and indefensible.

A report by the Naval Audit Service in 2008 states that an EA-18G emits a maximum of 150 st “which

is well above the noise level considered hazardous to hearing”. It also refers to a DOD Instruction
6055.12 that states "at a noise leve! of 150 dB, the maximum daily exposure time with current

technology hearing protection worn correctly is only 8.9 seconds before permanent hearing loss occurs”.
Imagine the impact of having these planes circling very low over your home for three passes and the
residents not wearing hearing protection. The noise is indeed painful and sends us running to the
garage for ear protectors. An added problem is that the touch-and-go flights began to circle much lower
over our house with little clearance over the taliest trees. | cannot imagine a family letting children play
outside or the local schools sending students out for recess mthout constant vigilance as to whether the
planes are coming.

The 2005 EA also stated they would be flying fewer operations at OLF; this was also untrue.

The total yearly OLF flights have increased from 3,230 in 2010 to 9,830 in 2011 to 13,383 in 2012, an
increase of 314%. We have lived outside Coupeville since 2001 and were never really bothered with the
OLF flights, except those late at night, until 2 or 3 years ago. In 2012 the noise was almost unbearable
and prevented us from enjoying being cutdoors on many days. Citing an ‘average noise decibel' level is
meaningless; it is the immediate impact that is painful and damaging to our ears. Also there is no
rational for conducting flights at 1 am; if pilots need to train in the dark, they can do so before 10:30.

OLF SUITABILITY

NASWI is located in and near Qak Harbor, which considers itself a ‘Navy town’; most of the naval
personnel live there, and all perks of being Navy are centered there. Coupeville is semi-rural and has no
real connection to the Navy except for OLF; this small town is adjacent fo the Ebey's Landing National
Historic Reserve which is a major draw for nature-loving tourists. Like the spectacular and very popular
Deception Pass State Park north of Ault Field, the attractiveness of this area is seriously diminished by
aircraft noise.



NASWI Oak Harbor owns many, many acres of property there and has adapted the area during the
decades to changes in how the Navy has used it. Its Ault Field has 2 runways that are 8,000 long,
satisying the minimum standard of 6,000' needed for post WWIi Naval aircraft.

The OLF near Coupeville has been called an "antiquated World War|l runway that lacks the proper
clearances for safe take offs and landings™. Its 5400' runway is shorter than that minimum 6C00"
required for safety. | understand that APZ Clear zones are also questionable for the OLF; there are
many residences and a newly constructed, large Transit District within its crash zone.

If the Navy's official air field cannot support the number of current flights on site, excess training flights
should be relocated to a different site with the proper dimensions and environment.

NASWI CO-OPERATION

Not only was the 2005 EA misleading and factually erroneous, there is scant evidence that NAS wants to
co-operate and be a good neighbor to Whidbey Islanders. A favorite response has been to accuse
questioners as being unpatriotic, which is untrue and insuiting. To continue increasing the number of
airplanes and flights and, additionally, to train foreign pllOtS here (for Boeing?), is to ignore the
community's discontent and growing opposition.

This is not a new issue. We've learmned that the Navy and a local group titted 'WISE' (Whidbey Islanders
for a Sound Environment) agreed on some constraints in the late 1980's as to number and timing of
flights at OLF. Specifically, training flights would go no later-than 10:30 pm, would not last more than
two days in a row, and would not occur on weekends. What happened to that agreement and spirit of
co-aperation?

SUMMARY
Many of us would be quite content to have OLF usage revert to those guidelines as far as flights, but

these harmful noise levels are unacceptable: and indefensible. NASWI should be concerned w1th an
HIA, Health Inpact Assessment, as well as an EIS.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)
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(b)(6)

November 20, 2013

Naval Facilities Engincering Command Atlantic
6506 Hampton Boulevard
Norfolk, VA 23508

Attn: EV21/CZ (P-8A SEIS Project Manager)

RE: Draft SEIS for the Introduction of P-8 Multi-Mission Maritime Aircraft into the US Navy Fleet,
Whidbey NAS

I believe that the document is grossly deficient and requires rewriting. The current document is
inadequate for the purpose of making an informed decision. The FONSI's summarized in Table ES-6
of the Draft SEIS related to noise and air emissions are completely unsupported.

1)

‘2)

3)

4

3)
6)

7

While the Draft SEIS makes the statement that increasing the number of aircraft at NAS
Whidbey will not affect operations at OLF, but there is no substantiating documentation. What
is the baseline for OLF? If Ault Field is seeing a reduction in the number of flight operations
due to the change from P-3C aircraft to P-8A aircraft why would it not be reasonable to have

- Ault Field handle more EA-18G training missions, given the inadequacy of OLF?

Since it is recognized by the Department of the Navy that the P-8A is louder than the aircraft
that it is replacing, the analysis is not complete. Having a baseline noise measurement at a 1000
foot altitude ignores the fact that the greater noise levels are being generated closer to the
ground and are, thus, more dangerous. Also the Navy's use of a 24 hour average for noise is
completely inadequate as it ignores the danger posed by single event noise bursts.

There are sensitive uses within unacceptably high noise contours. The fact that there are going
to be fewer operations does not alter the fact that these sensitive uses are already being
subjected to unacceptably high noise levels and having louder aircraft exacerbates this problem.
What mitigation is the Department of the Navy proposing?

Deception Pass State Park is Washington's most visited state park, with over 2 million visits a
year. The State has to put a notice on its web site warning potential visitors that they may be
subjected to jet noise emanating from NAS Whidbey. With louder aircraft coming on line this
will further degrade the experience of visitors to the park, yet the SEIS offers no alternatives or
mitigation efforts.

There is no discussion fuel dumping in the SEIS. There should be an analysis of when, where
and how much fuel is dumped and the impact of that dumping on public health and on the
environment. Of particular concern is the dumping of fuel on farmland or on sensitive
wetlands.

The calculations related to air emissions do not take into account the dangers posed by leaded
fuel. Lead was legislated out of the domestic fuel supply decades ago, but it is still present in
jet fuel. There needs to be a calculation of the impact of continuing to use leaded jet fuel on
public health and on the environment.

The projected construction cost of Alternative #1 exceeds $111 million and Alternative #2 is
projected to cost over $180 million. These costs appear unreasonable in light of the work being
outlined in the SEIS.
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The US Department of the Navy needs to rework and reissue the Draft SEIS. The inadequate analysis
contained in the current document does not provide a sufficient basis for the making of an informed
decision by the Secretary of the Navy.

Sincerely,
(b)(6) —
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Thank you for attending the public meeting on the Draft SEIS for the introduction of the P-8A
into the U.S. Navy Fleet. To be most helpful, comments should be clearly written and
describe specific issues or topics. Comments may be submitted in one of the following four
ways: (1) Provide written comments at today's public meeting; (2) Speak with the
stenographer, who will record your comments; (3) Submit your comments on the project
website at www.mmaseis.com; or {4) Write your comments and mail them to: Naval
Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, 6506 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23508,
Attn: Code EV21/CZ. All comments submitted on the Draft SEIS by December 2, 2013, will
become part of the public record and will be addressed in the Final SEIS.
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Thank you for attending the public meeting on the Draft SEIS for the Introduction of the P-8A
into the U.S. Navy Fleet. To be most helpful, comments should be clearly written and
describe specific issues or topics. Comments may be submitted in one of the following four
ways: (1) Provide written comments at today's public meeting; (2) Speak with the
stenographer, who will record your comments; (3) Submit your comments on the project
website at www.mmaseis.com; or (4) Write your comments and mail them to: Naval
Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, 6506 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23508,
Attn: Code EV21/CZ. All comments submitted on the Draft SEIS by December 2, 2013, will
become part of the public record and will be addressed in the Final SEIS,
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Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
6506 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23508, Attn: Code EV21/CZ
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Thank you for attending the public meeting on the Draft SEIS for the Introduction of the P-8A
into the U.S. Navy Fleet. To be most helpful, comments should be clearly written and
describe specific issues or topics. Comments may be submitted in one of the following four
ways: (1) Provide written comments at today's public meeting; (2) Speak with the
stenographer, who will record your comments; (3} Submit your comments on the project
website at www.mmaseis.com; or (4) Write your comments and mail them to: Naval
Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, 6506 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23508,
Attn: Code EV21/CZ. All comments submitted on the Draft SEIS by December 2, 2013, will
become part of the public record and will be addressed in the Final SEIS.
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Thank you for attending the public meeting on the Draft SEIS for the introduction of the P-8A
into the U.S. Navy Fleet. To be most helpful, comments should be clearly written and
describe specific issues or topics. Comments may be submitted in one of the following four
ways: {1) Provide written comments at today's public meeting; (2) Speak with the
stenographer, who will record your comments; (3) Submit your comments on the project
website at www.mmaseis.com; or (4) Write your comments and mail them to: Naval
Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, 6506 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23508,
Attn: Code EV21/CZ. All comments submitted on the Draft SEIS by December 2, 2013, wiil
become part of the public record and will be addressed in the Final SEIS.

T (O
1. Name

. _(_)_J.;gamzatlonlAfﬁhatmn | '_‘ s

0)6) i o
Address s (’ ggoﬂc“ﬂé(/cr '

» [ —— e L T
._:E-mall"v_

—

) _Ple_as_e_ check h_elftj!: if_y_éu WOuld_ﬁOT 1i}cé fco_lﬁg on t__lig maﬂmg _liSf e o

o ‘.—“ "'“f

. Please check here >S if you would like your name]addre## kept private o

Please check here if you would liketo receive a CD o_f the I—‘mal _SEI'_S.wBen' m}_ail_ab_lé | -

~

Plense™ @uoe— 1 08R. Mouso  Whsy T
&l Py offe e o M- [1STeo . B el
o | wwo” & Fod. TOST Coms S LSt

THor e Mo JTS Aot~ (oo
\/n/ Wil Huy™ Ju o T 1 Dfsy At
%w Sa_ P Cpo e \/ou 7/%0’?#3

Please print » Additional room is provided on back

Please drop this form into one of the comment boxes here at the public meeting or mail to:
Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
6506 Hampton Boulevard, Morfolk, VA 23508, Attn: Code EV21/CZ

YOUR INPUT MATTERS




1221

Thank you for attending the public meeting on the Draft SEIS for the Introduction of the P-8A
into the U.S. Navy Fleet. To be most helpful, comments should be clearly written and
describe specific issues or topics. Comments may be submitted in one of the following four
ways: (1) Provide written comments at today's public meeting; (2) Speak with the
stenographer, who will record your comments; (3) Submit your comments on the project
website at www.mmaseis.com; or (4) Write your comments and mail them to: Naval
‘Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, 6506 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23508,
Attn: Code EV21/CZ. All comments submitted on the Draft SEIS by December 2, 2013, will
become part of the public record and will be addressed in the Finai SEIS.
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Please print « All comments must be received by December 2, 2013
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Thank you for attending the public meeting on the Draft SEIS for the Introduction of the P-8A
into the U.S. Navy Fleet. To be most helpful, comments should be clearly written and
describe specific issues or topics. Comments may be submitted in one of the following four
ways: (1) Provide written comments at today's public meeting; (2) Speak with the
stenographer, who will record your comments; (3) Submit your comments on the project
website at www.mmaseis.com; or (4) Write your comments and mail them to: Naval
Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, 6506 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23508,
Attn: Code EV21/CZ. All comments submitted on the Draft SEIS by December 2, 2013, will
become part of the public record and will be addressed in the Final SEIS.
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Please print » All comments must be received by December 2, 2013
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Thank you for attending the public meeting on the Draft SEIS for the Introduction of the P-8A
into the U.S. Navy Fleet. To be most helpful, comments should be clearly written and
describe specific issues or topics. Comments may be submitted in one of the following four
ways: (1) Provide written comments at today's public meeting; (2) Speak with the
stenographer, who will record your comments; (3) Submit your comments on the project
website at www.mmaseis.com; or (4) Write your comments and mail them to: Naval
facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, 6506 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23508,
Attn: Code EV21/CZ. All comments submitted on the Draft SEIS by December 2, 2013, will
become part of the public record and will be addressed in the Final SEIS.
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Coupeville, WA 98239

Attn: EV21/CZ (P-8A SEIS Project Manager) RE: Draft SEIS for the Introduction of P-8
Multi-Mission Maritime Aircraft into the US Navy Fleet, Whidbey NAS | believe that the
document is grossly deficient and requires rewriting. The current document is inadequate
for the purpose of making an informed decision. The FONSI's summarized in Table ES-6
of the Draft SEIS related to noise and air emissions are completely unsupported. While
the Draft SEIS makes the statement that increasing the number of aircraft at NAS
Whidbey will not affect operations at OLF, but there is no substantiating documentation.
What is the baseline for OLF? If Ault Field is seeing a reduction in the number of flight
operations due to the change from P-3C aircraft to P-8A aircraft why would it not be
reasonable to have Ault Field handle more EA-18G training missions, given the
inadequacy of OLF? Since it is recognized by the Department of the Navy that the P-8A
is louder than the aircraft that it is replacing, the analysis is not complete. Having a
baseline noise measurement at a 1000 foot altitude ignores the fact that the greater noise
levels are being generated closer to the ground and are, thus, more dangerous. Also the
Navy's use of a 24 hour average for noise is completely inadequate as it ignores the
danger posed by single event noise bursts. There are sensitive uses within unacceptably
high noise contours. The fact that there are going to be fewer operations does not alter
the fact that these sensitive uses are already being subjected to unacceptably high noise
levels and having louder aircraft exacerbates this problem. What mitigation is the
Department of the Navy proposing? Deception Pass State Park is Washington's most
visited state park, with over 2 million visits a year. The State has to put a notice on its
web site warning potential visitors that they may be subjected to jet noise emanating from
NAS Whidbey. With louder aircraft coming on line this will further degrade the experience
of visitors to the park, yet the SEIS offers no alternatives or mitigation efforts. There is no
discussion fuel dumping in the SEIS. There should be an analysis of when, where and
how much fuel is dumped and the impact of that dumping on public health and on the
environment. Of particular concern is the dumping of fuel on farmland or on sensitive
wetlands. The calculations related to air emissions do not take into account the dangers
posed by leaded fuel. Lead was legislated out of the domestic fuel supply decades ago,
but it is still present in jet fuel. There needs to be a calculation of the impact of continuing
to use leaded jet fuel on public health and on the environment. The projected
construction cost of Alternative #1 exceeds $111 million and Alternative #2 is projected to
cost over $180 million. These costs appear unreasonable in light of the work being
outlined in the SEIS. The US Department of the Navy needs to rework and reissue the
Draft SEIS. The inadequate analysis contained in the current document does not provide
a sufficient basis for the making of an informed decision by the Secretary of the Navy.
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Coupeville, WA 98239

| am very concerned that the addition of P-8s being brought to Ault Field will result in
more Growlers training at the OLF. My suggestion would be to transfer all of the P-8s to
Whidbey Island and move the growlers to an unpopulated area. The Navy's job is to
protect citizens, not to cause them mental and physical harm. Living directly under the
touch and go path (never signed or saw the official County noise disclosure) is
horrendous. We would not have bought here had we known. Even this summer, while
activities at the OLF have been suspended, the constant roar of the Growlers from Oak
Harbor reverberating over Penn Cove is very unpleasant. It's sad to say that we would
fare better if we were enemies under the Geneva convention which prohibits subjecting
enemy combatants to sustained noise and lack of sleep. We would move if we could sell
our house and would be happy to sell it to the Navy fully furnished (high bluff waterfront
on Penn Cove built in 2004). The Navy has literally ruined my life.
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Coupeville, WA 98239

A local organization recently filed a law suit in the U.S. District Court, naming the Base
Commander and requesting that the Navy prepare a detailed environmental impact
statement on the transition to EA18G Growlers. The Base Commander has agreed to do
this study as well as prepare an EIS on transition of expeditionary squadrons to the EA18
Growlers. The law suit contains environmental data that indicates introduction of 49 P-8
aircraft in addition to the EA18G aircraft would compromise the ability of the Growler
pilots to perform night carrier landings and would cause serious injury to children, unless
a new "outlying field" became accessible to the air station. Therefore, | believe that it
would be a waste of time and money to conduct an EIS on introduction of the 49 P-8A
aircraft, until the baseline environmental impact studies are complete. All of these aircraft
types use the single runway at NAS Whidbey and interact in various ways with the OLF
to produce a significant composite environmental impact. Thank you for consideration of
these comments. ®)©)
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Coupeville, WA 98239

To whom it may concern: | am submitting this letter in response to the draft EIS
distributed on Whidbey Island, Washington in connection with the Navy's intention to
assign additional squadrons of P-8 Aircraft to NAS Whidbey. As you well know, there is
an additional EIS underway relating to bringing additional squadrons of EAp18 Growlers
to NAS Whidbey, and | believe it is not only deceitful, but unlawful for the environmental
impact of this enormous aggregate increase in aircraft noise, pollution, population, and
activity to be considered as separate environmental events, which may negate the
significance of the total and very real environmental impact of the increase in both. |
consider this a means to alter the true impact of these statistics. Furthermore, the Navy
has misrepresented its environmental impact in previously filed EIS's. For example, in
determining the number of decibels to which communities in flight paths would be
exposed during touch and goes by Growlers, the Navy average the number of decibels
over a 24 hour period during which there were hours when no flights, let alone touch and
goes were occurring,thereby producing an average number of decibels which would not
be harmful to human health. That EIS statement negated the very real fact of residents
being exposed to decibel levels well in excess of 100 decibels for hours at a time, for
days at a time, which even the Navy has admitted is injurious to human health. Again,
this appears to me to be a deceitful way to present statistics. Humans do not experience
sound ameliorated over 24 hours, rather as a single event noise burst. | have had to
invest in hearing aids 2 years after moving here and have experienced negative health
effects from these flights. | know the Navy spends a considerable part of their budget
compensating Navy members for their hearing loss working around these more powerful
jets. The Navy admitted that the P-8s are somewhat louder than the P-3Cs they are
replacing, but claims that elevation in sound will be offset by fewer training flights since
pilots do a great deal more training in simulators. On page 13 of the draft EIS where
noise levels are charted the Navy is measuring the noise at 1000 above ground level and
for the P-8 that is 95 decibels (departure) and 87 (arrival). Has the Navy even considered
determining just how many homes, schools, and businesses will be subjected to noise in
excess of that number of decibels as the planes are reaching and descending from 100
feet? As a former teacher for 30 years, | can attest to the impact on student health and
learning. Our patients in Coupeville's hospital are also impacted as they are subjected to
the same level of decibels as the schools. As for the Growlers, the noise levels at 1000
feet are even higher. When they fly over my home on Parker Road over a mile from the
Outlying Field in Coupevill they do not appear to be even 200 feet above ground level
during touch and goes. They have flown over my house so low that my normally calm
dog flattened herself to the ground and | was able to see the pilot. Your public information
officer at NAS Whidbey said the requirement for flights over water was only 500 feet.
Since this is an island and homes and schools and businesses are built close to water,
and water magnifies sound that bounces off of it, we are subjected to volumes of noise
often in excess of 134 decibels. This excessive noise has made living here in my new,
well-insulated home a nightmare. | am unable to be outside at all when these flights are
conducted. | felt physically ill for weeks after constant day and night flights went on for
weeks. | believe Coupeville is being treated as a throw-away community. We, as citizens
and supporters of our Navy, have a right to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”
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Why is it acceptable for our rights to be violated with our own tax dollars? The EIS for the
additional P-8s which mentions touch and goes at Ault field, doesn't mention touch and
goes by EA-18s at the OLF at all. That is a major problem with that EIS. Increasing the
number of P-8 squadrons at Ault field would, by necessity, make the OLF even more
necessary for not only Growler practice,but the draft P-8 EIS gives anticipated touch and
go noise estimates for the P-8s which we, the community, were told at the scoping
meeting were not part of the P-8 training as P-8s did not land on carriers, so touch and
go training was unnecessary for P-8s. Was this another Navy untruth? If P-8s pilots will
not train on touch and goes, why are numbers provided for that training in those planes?
As an organic gardener with livestock, | am also very concerned about the lack of
information in the SEIS regarding dumping of jet fuel, which still contains lead for the
military use. | want to know when, where, and how much fuel is dumped and the impact
of that dumping on public health and on the environment, particularly on wetlands and
farmland. To conclude, the Navy must consider the aggregate increase in all flight activity
at NAS Whidbey and the effect of all increased activity, not only at Ault Field, but at the
OLF which is not much bigger than a football field and is simply not large enough to
accommodate training activity. Crash zones are not even mentioned in the EIS and the
crash zones for the OLF not only include my home, but two schools and a hospital. Not
only was | not provided a disclosure of Navy activities prior to purchasing my land 14
years ago, but | was not told | was in the loudest noise zone above 75 decibels and in the
crash zone. Coupeville has outgrown the OLF and Navy jets have out-powered the OLF.
As jets get louder as they get progressively more powerful, the Navy must undertake a
reasonable long-term solution: moving training to uninhabited areas. These modern jets
do not belong in a 1940's airfield built for airplanes in a residential area. Relocate the
Outlying Field. Sincerely, ®)6)

1227



(b)(6)
1228
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As a retired Audiologist (MS, Gallaudet University) | have found that the previous EIS
inadequate if not downright deceitful regarding the noise emitted by the P-8A and
EA-18G (Growlers.) Hearing Loss and Tinnitus are the most prevalent disabilities in the
military and are the most compensated to the tune of 7.5 billion dollars between
1977-2005. In 2005 alone the cost was almost 800 million. These statistics can be
verified by the Department of Defense. Since then the increase in noise levels emitted by
these airplanes has risen dramatically. The effect of noise on hearing, tinnitus, sleep
deprivation,stress and blood pressure are well documented and cannot be disregarded.
Nor can the noise be "averaged" out such as day and night averaging since the effects
on humans and animals occurs in real time. This is why | am stating that an EIS based on
this method is deceitful to the public. Our home is located about 1 mile from the OLF
Whidbey Island and before NAS Whidbey discontinued flight operations at the end of
May 2013 (probably to improve their yearly "average") | was exposed to 118dBA-129dBA
for 6 hours in one day (not counting all the other days in 2013 alone.) Even with noise
protection, while working in our yard, the noise was intolerable and has likely shifted my
hearing threshold. Even while in our home noise levels were above 85dBA making any
conversations difficult and interrupting sleep. Not surprisingly, loud noise and sleep
deprivation are used as a form of torture and as defined by the Geneva Convention. My
concern is that increasing the squadrons of P-8A at NAS Whidbey will now increase the
number of touch and goes at OLF Whidbey when they plan to resume practice in January
2014. While there is significant effort placed on educating military service men and
women on protecting their hearing it certainly is not doing so for the general public that is
exposed to this noise unwillingly. In central Whidbey this has become a major public
health issue and is not even addressing the fuel dumping on Penn Cove, Saratoga
Passage, Ebey's National Reserve and our homes. Nor does it address the fact that our
homes are in the crash zone including 2 public schools, 1 hospital and the Island County
seat. This needs to be addressed by the EIS. In August 2013 ®X6) Commanding
Officer, Naval Station Everett and B.Bolivar, Rear Admiral, Commander , Navy Region
Northwest stated "We are proud of our environmental stewardship and are committed to
operating in an environmentally responsible manner where national defense and
environmental protection are, and must be, compatible goals. Our vision is to be
recognized as an environmentally friendly neighbor, actively engaged in community
outreach, resource conservation and pollution prevention while effectively executing the
Navy mission. Our policies include integrated support from tenant commands to the
installation Commanding Officers to instill a culture of environmental stewardship and
continual improvement. The chain of Command will support the attainment of
environmental objectives and targets and ensure that personnel consider environmental
impacts when executing their mission. We are committed to:Continual Improvement,
Awareness, Resource Conservation, Environmental Compliance. Signed by the above.
The EIS needs to address these issues since it appears that NAS Whidbey does not
follow this Environmental Policy and spending $100-180 million and relocating these
landing strips in a less populated and less environmental sensitive area seems to be
money that would be well spent.
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Attendee"s Name: (b)(6)
Address: (©)6)
Oak Harbor, WA. 98277-5755

Phone: (b)(6)

My concern is that we have a

wonderful place to live and 1f we have a lot
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of additional noise the quality of life
suffers. Now 1 know the political process
here, they are after the money but quality
of life 1s what matters to me more than
money and as you heard the last person say,

gosh, 1If the Navy pulls out of here where

would all the money go. 1 love the Navy
base, that"s why I moved here. | use it
all the time. |1 was at the commissary

today when one of those growlers was going
over and I had to plug up my ears because
it was very painful. The P-3"s are good
neighbors, 1"m not so sure about the P-8°s,
whether they are going to be good neighbors
or not. 1°m very concerned about that. |

really hope that they would not increase the

ALLEN R. EMERSON & ASSOCIATES
Phone: 360.856.2618; Cell: 360.421.1867
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runways either at OLF, the outlying field
at Coupeville -- 1 hope they don"t iIncrease
the runway out there iIn order to
accommodate the new P-8"s. The people in
Oak Harbor get the money from the Navy but
the people in Coupeville, they don"t. So
if they"re going to torture anybody, torture
us here in Oak Harbor. 1 really do
appreciate the Navy Base but I wish they
wouldn®t put too many airplanes up here.

The other thing is I1°ve heard that if
they stationed not only the Growler
Squadrons but the P-8 Squadrons up here we
will be the largest facility of this kind on
the West Coast and | fear that might paint
a great big target on us and this is a
little place with minimal security. So if
any of those bad guys come around and say
"oh, wow, the largest facility of this
kind®; that is not safe.

Quality of life is my most important
concern and I hate to see it degraded. So
I hope they will minimize the P-8"s and get
rid of the Growler®s completely, take them

out to China Lake or to Yakima. We have us

ALLEN R. EMERSON & ASSOCIATES
Phone: 360.856.2618; Cell: 360.421.1867
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a nice place to live with the Navy Base but
I don"t know If they can have everything. 1
do hope the quality of life will continue to
be so great.

One time 1 almost ran off the road on
Ault Field Road going to the Navy Base and
this was the Growlers, they were so loud
that my ears rang for twenty minutes after
that. Today I was at the commissary at the
Navy Base, In front of it when one of them
went over and that is when I had to close my
ears up because 1 have very good hearing.
I’m 75 and I don"t want to lose my hearing
and | hate to think that these multiple
events may degrade my hearing to where |
need hearing aids, which a lot of people do.
I have been told I have good hearing for my
age and I don"t want to degrade i1t whether
I*m on the Navy Base or right out side the
Navy Base. And then my garden, which is
down on City Beach, almost every day when
I*m down there working and they are flying
over | have to grab my ears but that is just
the way 1t is. 1 know on the flight line

the guys have to wear ear protection and at

ALLEN R. EMERSON & ASSOCIATES
Phone: 360.856.2618; Cell: 360.421.1867
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1229
the Navy Hospital they have a chart that
says 65 decibels and above can be damaging
to your hearing and they are talking about

93 decibels or 118, my gosh.

ALLEN R. EMERSON & ASSOCIATES
Phone: 360.856.2618; Cell: 360.421.1867
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PUBLI C SCOPI NG MEETI NG
(4:00 p.m)

MR. (b)®) My name is (0)6)
(b)(6) My address is (B)6)
(b)(6) Cak Harbor, Washi ngton, 98277.

kay. | amextrenely interested in this process.
| came to OGak Harbor in 1991 as their new hi gh schoo
principal. | was a drilling Naval Reservist at that tine.

| retired fromthe Naval Reserve in 1993.

I"mlike I think nost Anericans are in that a
home purchase is one of the major things you do in your
lifetime. So you always do a little research, or at |east |
do. And | have been here, of course, drilling with the
Naval Reserve on occasion prior to noving here, was well
aware that it was a Naval air station. And where you have a
mass nunber of airplanes in a significant particular area of
space there -- there will be sone noise. So when you go
home shoppi ng you | ook for a hone that provides the best
opportunity for the lifestyle that you desire to have.

That being said, if you haven't done that

research and you cone to town and buy property on a whi mand

22 then later wish to conplain about that, | think shane on
23 you.
24 So I, as a veteran, whole-heartedly support the
25 Navy and its mssion. | don't think we send out volunteers
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686-1325

www. | i kkel courtreporters.com depos@i kkel courtreporters. com
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1 in our all-volunteer force to defend this country w thout
2 the best training i magi nable and possible. [If we can't do
8 that, again, shane on us.
4 What else do | tell you? |If the Navy needs ne,
5 " mthere.
6 * * *
’ (b)(6) . (b)6) ,
8 (b)6) , Coupeville,
9  Washi ngt on.
10 Stop destroying Coupeville. W heard the sane

1 hol | ow words during Vietnam that we had to destroy it so we
12 could protect its freedons. This jewel of the Northwest

13 geography and historical seaport heritage are being

14 destroyed by the same nmindl ess deci sion-nmakers. Thousands
15 of my conmunity nmenbers have devoted years of environnmenta
16 good stewardshi p, celebration and preservation of a unique
w7 territorial seaport farm ng conmunity.

18 You destroy any peace and solitude that ny

19 community works hard to achieve. You are the hell fromthe
20 heavens above. You poison the environnent physically,

21 econoni cal ly and soci al ly.

22 Go to Lenore. Go soneplace where you are not

23 physically threatening the civilians on the ground. This is
24 an island with imted resources. You have far exceeded

25 t hose resources.

LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
www. | i kkel courtreporters.com depos@i kkel courtreporters. com
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4 What else do | tell you? |If the Navy needs ne,
5 " mthere.
6 * * *
7 (b)(6)
8 (b)6) , Coupeville,
9  Washi ngt on.
10 Stop destroying Coupeville. W heard the sane

1 hol | ow words during Vietnam that we had to destroy it so we
12 could protect its freedons. This jewel of the Northwest

13 geography and historical seaport heritage are being

14 destroyed by the same nindl ess deci sion-nmakers. Thousands
15 of my conmunity nmenbers have devoted years of environnmenta
16 good stewardshi p, celebration and preservation of a unique
1 territorial seaport farm ng conmunity.

18 You destroy any peace and solitude that ny

19 community works hard to achieve. You are the hell fromthe
20 heavens above. You poison the environnent physically,

21 economi cal ly and soci al ly.

22 Go to Lenobre. Go soneplace where you are not

23 physically threatening the civilians on the ground. This is
24 an island with imted resources. You have far exceeded

25 t hose resources.
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UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Noi se, of course, is
a -- a big problem Wen the squadron flies, you know, it's
an hour and a half of continuous noise; very disruptive,
very annoying. The only recourse is to head for the
basenment with hearing protection and a book. And then a
second squadron cone through, you know, five or six
ai rpl anes, six takeoff and | andings, and then a third
squadron. So it's five or six hours of disrupted hone life.

| heard of one |lady, had a newborn baby, that
baby was screanming every tinme the jets were flying. Babies
have sensitive hearing.

What about the wildlife? W have deer. W have
all kinds of birds. Crockett Lake, you know, all those
birds mgrate through there. Econonmc issues. W have
three state parks here on the island. Daughter and
son-in-law were up at Deception Pass. Their night was
ruined by jets flying. Been down to Fort Casey a nunber of
times and the jets fly, it's unbearable. But the main -- ny
mai n concern is safety of flight. | don't know whet her
these pilots get bored in their racetrack pattern around,
but 1've seen sonme crazy things like playing tag, getting
close to one another. That's very dangerous.

| personally observed an absolutely terrifying

i nci dent where a pilot was out of the normal racetrack

LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
www. | i kkel courtreporters.com depos@i kkel courtreporters. com
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pattern. | think he was trying to pass up sone other
fellows in his squadron. He was bel ow 300 feet, flaps up,
gear up, at high speed, and then a sharp turn. | nean,
that's kind of |ike doing acrobatics over hones. So we have
t hese hot-shot pilots doing acrobatic no -- naneuvers over
homes, school s and busi nesses. That shoul d never happen.
Safety of flight I think is -- is a najor concern. | should

not have to be terrified of being in nmy hone when the jets

fly.
* * *
(b)(6) o (b)6) addr ess (0)6)
(b)(6) , all one word, Coupeville. Let's see. MW

occupati on, Federal Aviation Admnistration, head of the
Airports Division of the Northwest Region from 1971 to 1984.
In other words, I'mretired. | only put this in because
I -- | know aviation and was involved in the planning and
devel opnment of airports all over the United States for about
30 years.

| like airplanes. | like to watch airpl anes.
When | purchased ny property 37 years ago | had the noise
contours for the OLF in ny office and revi ewed t hem before
pur chased the property. W were well outside of Zones 1, 2
and 3, and so | felt it was very safe to purchase the
property at that tinme, which we did, and we've enjoyed

living there for the last 23 years.

LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
www. | i kkel courtreporters.com depos@i kkel courtreporters. com
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pattern. | think he was trying to pass up sone other
fellows in his squadron. He was bel ow 300 feet, flaps up,
gear up, at high speed, and then a sharp turn. | nean,
that's kind of |ike doing acrobatics over hones. So we have
t hese hot-shot pilots doing acrobatic no -- naneuvers over
homes, school s and busi nesses. That shoul d never happen.
Safety of flight I think is -- is a najor concern. | should

not have to be terrified of being in nmy hone when the jets

fly.
* * *
(b)(6) o (b)6) , addr ess(b)6)
(b)(6) , all one word, Coupeville. Let's see. MW

occupati on, Federal Aviation Admnistration, head of the
Airports Division of the Northwest Region from 1971 to 1984.
In other words, I'mretired. | only put this in because
I -- | know aviation and was involved in the planning and
devel opnment of airports all over the United States for about
30 years.

| like airplanes. | like to watch airpl anes.
When | purchased ny property 37 years ago | had the noise
contours for the OLF in ny office and revi ewed them before
purchased the property. W were well outside of Zones 1, 2
and 3, and so | felt it was very safe to purchase the
property at that tinme, which we did, and we've enjoyed

living there for the last 23 years.
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My conment today is with regard to the new
aircraft, the EA-18 G ower. The primary problem appears to
be that the pilots are either unable or unwilling to fly the
prescribed pattern. The older aircraft seemto do quite
well at flying the prescribed pattern, but the new aircraft
fly a much wi der pattern, and therefore inpact a greater
ar ea.

| have observed this ever since -- we've |ived
there for 25 years, and the different aircraft, because as |
say, | like -- | like airplanes, | like to watch airplanes.
So there is a very definite problemwith the new aircraft in
the flying pattern, nmuch wider, therefore inpacting a nuch

greater area. That's it.

* x %
(b)(6) o (b)6) (b)(6)

and | live at (®)6) in

Coupeville. I'mretired, but I'ma former Associ ate Dean at

t he School of Dentistry at Oregon Health and Sci ence
Uni versity.

Well, we just noved here last fall, and we noved
here for a nunber of reasons. One was because our daughter
isin Seattle, and the other was because we really like the
area, and we had been in the desert for awhile in Oregon and
really wanted to get back to the Northwest Cascade-type

ar ea.

LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
www. | i kkel courtreporters.com depos@i kkel courtreporters. com
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My conment today is with regard to the new
aircraft, the EA-18 G ower. The primary problem appears to
be that the pilots are either unable or unwilling to fly the
prescribed pattern. The older aircraft seemto do quite
well at flying the prescribed pattern, but the new aircraft
fly a much wi der pattern, and therefore inpact a greater
ar ea.
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there for 25 years, and the different aircraft, because as |
say, | like -- | like airplanes, | like to watch airplanes.
So there is a very definite problemwith the new aircraft in
the flying pattern, nmuch wider, therefore inpacting a nuch

greater area. That's it.
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and | live at (®)6) in

Coupeville. I'mretired, but I'ma former Associ ate Dean at

t he School of Dentistry at Oregon Health and Sci ence
Uni versity.

Well, we just noved here last fall, and we noved
here for a nunber of reasons. One was because our daughter
isin Seattle, and the other was because we really like the
area, and we had been in the desert for awhile in Oregon and
really wanted to get back to the Northwest Cascade-type
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And when we cane up here and bought we did sign a
rel ease fromthe Realtor that is very vague. It says that
there are sonme flights in the area and they do go over the
town of Coupeville, but they said nothing about the noise
| evel or the intensity when they roar over, or the
f requency.

And we noved up here in md Cctober, and we
happened to | eave Decenber 1 to go away for the winter |ast
year, and then we were back in March and April. And we were
shocked at the anmobunt of noise that we have to put up with
day and night. And we're not in the worst situation. W're
in an area where they do fly over and you do hear the roar
And | wear a hearing aid. | have to put nmy hand over ny
ear. | try to go inside when they conme over because it's
just so |oud.

If we had known the extent of the noise we would
not have purchased a home here. And | think that's
affecting a ot of people. It's a wonderful area, but it's
not so wonderful when the jets fly. And | have net two
peopl e who have their hones for sale who can't sell them
And the feedback to the Realtors is that it's just not
realistic tolive with this noise. So | think it's -- it's
a difficult situation. And |I'm supportive of the mlitary,
but 1'm al so supportive of the citizens. And, you know, if

we're -- if the mlitary is supposed to protect and serve

LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
www. | i kkel courtreporters.com depos@i kkel courtreporters. com
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t hey should be serving us all, and | do feel at this point
that we're not being well served, that we're being harnmed in
this area, our health, our nental health, our hearing
heal th, and we should cone to some conprom se or sone
sol ution.

|"msure at one point the Qutlying Field was
really outlying, way out there, but it -- it's not today.
It's on a busy road. W were actually driving on it and the
jets took off and | anded, and I swear we could have waved to
the pilot because it was so close and so loud. It was very
distracting. So what |'m hopeful is that they'Il cone up
wWith sonething that will provide training for the pilots,
but not at the expense of so many people's lives, which is

what |'m seeing here. That's it.

% %
(b)(6) : (b)6)
(b)(6) My address is ()6
(b)(6) in Coupeville. Do you
want the zip code, too? ®® . And |I'mretired.
First, | think it's msleading to have separate

El S studies for the P-8As and the G ow ers because we're
tal ki ng about many additi onal squadrons on Wi dbey I sl and,
and what should be studied is the total inpact of all this
new activity on Wi dbey Island and its residents.

My second maj or concern, of course, is noise.

LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
www. | i kkel courtreporters.com depos@i kkel courtreporters. com
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t hey should be serving us all, and | do feel at this point
that we're not being well served, that we're being harnmed in
this area, our health, our nental health, our hearing
heal th, and we should cone to some conprom se or sone
sol ution.

|"msure at one point the Qutlying Field was
really outlying, way out there, but it -- it's not today.
It's on a busy road. W were actually driving on it and the
jets took off and | anded, and I swear we could have waved to
the pilot because it was so close and so loud. It was very
distracting. So what |'m hopeful is that they'Il cone up
wWith sonething that will provide training for the pilots,
but not at the expense of so many people's lives, which is
what |'m seeing here. That's it.

* x %

(b)) L (0)6)
(b)(6) My address is ()6
(b)(6) in Coupeville. Do you
want the zip code, too? 98239. And I'mretired.

First, | think it's msleading to have separate
El S studies for the P-8As and the G ow ers because we're
tal ki ng about many additi onal squadrons on Wi dbey I sl and,
and what should be studied is the total inpact of all this
new activity on Wi dbey Island and its residents.

My second maj or concern, of course, is noise.

LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
www. | i kkel courtreporters.com depos@i kkel courtreporters. com
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1 The Gowers -- a Gower, shortly after Menorial Day, flew

2 over my house and broke the glass on a painting that had

3 been hangi ng on the sane spot on the sanme wall for over six

4 years. |If that sound can break glass, what is it doing to

5 our bodies?

6 W -- we can't sl eep because very often the noise
! goes well past 1:00 in the norning and it starts before 7:00
8 in the norning. Wen are we supposed to sleep? And | don't
9 have grandchildren here on the island, but what about kids?

10 When are they supposed to sleep so they can learn in school ?
1 The Grow ers should not be flown in inhabited

12 areas. W noved here fromless than a mile fromthe WII ow

13 Grove Naval Air Station in Pennsylvania where we |lived for

14 16 years without ever making a conplaint. Ever. W never

15 had a conplaint for the first five-plus years we |lived here,
16 but since the Gow ers have started our health has

1 deteriorated. It is a nightmare. They should not be fl own.
18 My -- | just learned today that they're thinking

19 of bringing a plane that's even noisier than the G ow ers.

20 Are they F-35s? Sonething with a nunber. | nean, and

21 they' re going to be doing touchdowns at the OLF when they

22 phase out the Gowers? | nean, this is an inpossible

23 si tuation.

24 The ot her aspect is we have to keep our w ndows
25 cl osed when -- when the planes are flying because they're
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686-1325
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dunmping fuel. I'mchenmically sensitive. | have a disease
call ed mastocytosis, MA-S-T-OCY-T-O-S-I -- S-I-S.
Mast ocytosis. Anyhow, | may not have spelled that right
because | usually have to wite it out, but I'mextrenely
sensitive to chemicals. W searched the entire country
| ooking for a place with clean air and water and cool
t enperatures because ny body doesn't properly regul ate heat.
And we chose Wi dbey | sl and because up through 2002 when we
started | ooking for a place to retire Wi dbey Island was the
place in the entire country reasonably cl ose to nedica
facilities but with clean air and water and cool
tenperatures. It was -- we noved 3,000 mles for that, and
now we can't open our windows. | can't drive in the car
with the wi ndows open because we get whiffs of jet fuel
whi ch we never had before for the first five years we |lived
here. So that's another issue.

And | -- | really think the G owers have to nove
somewhere el se. They shouldn't be flown over inhabited

areas. Thank you

20 % %
21 (b)(6) o (b)6) (b)(6) ,
22 (b)e) (b)(6) I"'ma fornmer clinical |aboratory
22 scientist. I'mretired. | noved here just about a nonth
24 ago. | have a P.O box right now, but we are going to be
25 bui | di ng a house soon. |I'mstarting to have second thoughts
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! t enperatures because ny body doesn't properly regul ate heat.
8 And we chose Wi dbey Island because up through 2002 when we

9 started | ooking for a place to retire Wi dbey Island was the
10 place in the entire country reasonably cl ose to nedi cal

1 facilities but with clean air and water and cool

12 tenperatures. It was -- we noved 3,000 mles for that, and

13 now we can't open our windows. | can't drive in the car

4 with the wi ndows open because we get whiffs of jet fuel,

5 which we never had before for the first five years we |ived

16 here. So that's another issue.

1 And | -- | really think the G owers have to nove
18 somewhere el se. They shouldn't be flown over inhabited

19 areas. Thank you.
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1 about it because of this noise. M husband is not uptight

2 about it, but I'ma little uptight about it because of

3 the -- you know, them saying -- what | thought it was when |
4 came to the neeting, | thought it was only going to be a

5 nmeeting to address the lawsuit that was brought earlier in
6 t he year against the Navy for the noise, but now what |'m

! finding out is this is an informative session to tell the

8 public that nore airplanes and nore squadrons are going to
9 be coming to NAS Wi dbey. So that is sort of a little

10 unsettling to ne.

1 A couple things that | wanted to say, you know,
12 it"s all my opinion, but I did go to a couple information
13 sessions so | feel like | aminformed about it. No. 1, |

14 feel that the Navy should continue to do the training as

15 t hey' ve been doing July through Decenber of this year

16 wherever they have been doing the training. They haven't
1 been flying over Coupeville. Try to continue to do it that
8 way and then supplenent with flights to OLF. In other

9 words, maybe do a little nore training at Ault Field and a

20 little less training at OLF and that mi ght help the

21 situation right there. It doesn't matter if they have an
22 increase in the nunber of G owers.

23 No. 2, the flights should not happen after

24 m dni ght because that disrupts the sleep of anybody that's

25 in the area near OLF. This is a conmunity with schoo
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children, there is a hospital here, and there are a | ot of
residential -- residential honmes near that area. And
talking to a couple people, they say like in the sumrertine
the flights can go on nost of the night.

No. 3, studies have shown that the noise |levels
bei ng generated are above those acceptabl e by OSHA
standards. So for exanple, the 113 deci bels generated by --
I''mnot concerned about Oak Harbor where they're taking off
and | andi ng because that's at the airfield there. There are
no residences under the airplanes. But over here at COLF,
when they do their maneuvers, the same nunber of decibels
are generated and it's around where people are living. And
OSHA st andards have shown that that's way above what is
acceptabl e for anyone's hearing. That can cause hearing
| oss just on a single occurrence.

No. 4, Ebey's Landing is a national reserve and
shoul d be spared high noise levels for the sake of both the
quality of life and the historical inportance of the area.

And No. 5, are the Gowers really quieter than
the Prow ers?

No. 6, nmaybe because Coupeville -- of Coupeville
opposition you should relocate to Andrews Air Force Base
i nstead of bringing themhere to relocate. Maybe they
shoul d consider possibly relocating to an area that doesn't

have as nuch opposition, comrunity opposition
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1 No. 7, the sound -- this is -- I'mrepeating

2 nmysel f here, but the sound generated at OLF is far above

3 safe sound | evel s even for single-event exposure.

4 And No. 8, as the nunber of aircraft increase and
5 t he nunber of operations increase here there is nore of a

6 chance that there's going to be a crash of sone sort with --
! in-- in the area of Coupeville which is where the residents
8 are opposing this aircraft. That's another reason why.
 When you have all these aircraft flying overhead there's

10 nore of a chance that there mght be a crash into a

1 popul ated area. And that's it.

12 * * *
13 (b)(6) : My nane is (b)6) ,
14 (b)) W' ve been on Wi dbey Island for seven

% years. W live in Admiral's Cove right in the flight

16 pattern, and we mss our -- we mss our jets. W do. W

1 mss them M father was mlitary, Marine Corps. M son

18 builds jets. He's an engineer for Lockheed in California.

19 | appreciate that a | ot of people don't |ike the
20 noi se, but | feel these pilots are fighting so that we have
21 the freedomto have this public forum and people need to be
22  able to give a little. | understand it's loud. W think

23 it'"s really |oud sonetinmes, but we have to do our part for

2 the mlitary. That's how | feel.

25 And |"'mjust really proud that these pilots put
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1 t hensel ves in the hot seat here. | nean, there's a | ot of
2 irritated people, but | think a |lot of people in Coupeville

8 areretired. On the whole island, this is the retiremnent

4 area. They do not want anything to interfere with their

5 retirement. They don't want it in their yard, but they

6 don't care if sonebody else has it in their backyard. [|'m

! sorry. That's how !l feel. And | love the Navy. And that's

8 it.

9 * * *

10 (b)(6) My nane is (®)6) -- or
1 (b)) (b)(6) , and I live in Coupeville at

5 (b)6)

13 | have |ived on Wi dbey |sland about 25 years.

4 \When | noved here | canme to Wi dbey as the new Post Master

15 in town. | have a history fromny chil dhood w th Wi dbey
16 Island fromcanp -- famly canping trips, picnics, school --
1 school field trips, and -- and |'ve always | oved Wi dbey.

8 And when | had the opportunity to nove here | thought |'d

19 di ed and gone to heaven

20 | knew when | noved here about the aircraft

21 noi se, about the touch-and-goes at OLF Coupeville here. And
22 when | got the job here and first noved over here | rented
23 for a year and a half to give nyself tine to |live under the
24 aircraft patterns of OLF. And | found a place out at

25 Shangri-La Shores just to the east of OLF, very close, but
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19 di ed and gone to heaven

20 | knew when | noved here about the aircraft

21 noi se, about the touch-and-goes at OLF Coupeville here. And
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1 very nuch in the traffic -- the air traffic pattern
2 That's where | discovered that | can't tolerate
3 the noise. | am-- | amphysically inpacted by it. It's
4 not just inconvenient or annoying. It actually hurts ne

5 physically. It disrupts and tears up ny body right down to

6 my toes. And after | experienced that noise -- that's why |
7 wanted to find out what -- what it was like -- | realized I
8 could not -- | couldn't live directly under the aircraft

9 patterns.

10 So | inquired with Island County where the -- the
1 noi se zones were, where the flight patterns were, and they
12 gave -- | don't even think | got a map at that tinme. |

13 didn't then. But they told nme, you know, the areas around
14 central Wi dbey Island that were least likely to be

15 i npacted. One of those areas was the ac -- in the town of
16 Coupeville. And | was told that that area was somewhat off
1 l[imts, limted for air -- you know, there shouldn't be

18 much, if any, aircraft traffic over there, that area.

19 So | also called the Navy. | -- | got a nunber
20 fromthe county that they reconmended that | talk to.

21 couldn't tell you the nunber anynore or who it was. That

22 was over 25 years ago. But | got the sane information about

23 the town of Coupeville. There were other areas, |ike out
24 just north of Penn Cove and the West Beach area and a few
25 others that were -- they told nme about, but since | was Post
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Master in Coupeville |I thought, well, this is great. | can
live in the town of Coupeville and be fairly sure that I
won't have to deal with that.

And so | bought a lot and | built a house in the

town in Coupeville. That's ny (®)6) address. |'ve
been there since | noved here -- well, since | left the
rental house after | noved here. That was -- everything was
fine until about roughly -- | can't be exact, but about

three years ago. The aircraft started flying over ny house

a lot here in the town of Coupeville. And | -- | got the
nunber to call. | think they told nme the nunmber was for a
duty officer or whatever, but on -- at the base. And every
time this occurred I would call. And ny calls -- | was told

that nmy calls were being recorded, or |ogged or whatever,
however they termthat.

So in 2011 there were nmany instances, nostly in
the sunmertinme. And it was really bad in August when we had
some very high -- well, for here it was high tenperatures.
We had sone 90-degree heat during that time. W don't have
air conditioning so we had to have our w ndows open
especially at night to cool the house down so that we coul d
close it up the next day and stay cool.

Well, to have the wi ndows open and the aircraft
flying very low, very repeatedly, when | would rmake my calls

to the base | would take ny phone outside on the deck so
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1 they could hear what | was experiencing. Except for one

2 person | spoke with they were understanding of -- of ny

3 feelings and ny concerns. One |lady, one fenmale that |

4 talked to, was very rude to nme. | got her nanme and call ed
5 t hat back, but nothing -- | never heard anything about it in
6 ny cal |l - back.

! Twenty -- we went through 2011 into 2012 with

8 occasi onal flyovers over town. And then we get to the

9 sumer of 2012 and here we go again. W're getting -- we
10 have the | ong days. W have these aircraft flying over our
1 house, right over town, frequently, night after night. And
12 the flights woul d begin somewhere around -- they got worse
13 about 8:00 at night and would go for, like, 40 m nutes or

14 so, roughly, at a tine. There would be a short space, and
15 then it would start up again. And this went on until nost

16 of the tinme after 1:00 in the norning.

1 | nmade ny calls as | had done the year before.
18 The noi se was just unbearable and physically it -- it
19 created a | ot of problens for nme because | -- | can't
20 tolerate it. It's -- it's terrible. | get -- | don't
21 sleep. | get irritable. M famly gets the results of
22 t hat, anybody around nme, because | am-- |'ma bear because
23 I"'mmserable. And it's not that | want to be that way.
24 It's not that | want to feel this way because of the jets
25 flying. |It's that their noise, it hurts ne.
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1 And I'mnot anti Navy. | totally understand
2 their m ssion and what they're doing, what -- what the
3 purpose of COLF Fieldis. | -- | totally realize these

4 pilots, especially the newer pilots, need this training.
5 It's -- it's paranmount training for them But |'man

6 i ndividual that lives here. This is nmy home. | built ny
! house here in a place that | was told was safe from --

8 pretty safe from-- fromthe -- fromthis noise problem

° And it was for 23 years except for a rare flyover. No big

10 deal. You know, | can handle a little bit. But in the |ast
1 three years it has becone nmuch worse. And so now -- now |I'm
12 conplaining. | don't want to be a conplainer, but it's

3 different. It has changed.

14 And |'m asking the Navy to pl ease hel p us nake

15 this work. | believe it can work like it has in the past.

16 Thi s has not always been this bad and I think we -- | think

7 we can get back to a place of conprom se where -- | nean, |

8 would like to think it can. Wth the increase in squadrons
19 and the increase in aircraft and the increase in flights it

20 may not be. W may not have the option to find that, but

21 ' m hopeful for that.

22 * * *

23 (b)(6) . M nane is (©)6) ,
24 (b)(6) I Iive at (B)X6)

25 Drive, Coupeville, 98236. And | would Iike, with the noise
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1 i npact study, that they also study the frequency rather than
2 just the decibels of the noise inpact because it's not just
3 the -- it's not just the |loud noise. There's vibrations
4 that | -- it needs to be included in the inpact study, the

5 environmental inpact, or what it does to hunman bei ngs

6 anyway. Sonething's making me -- these F-18s are unlivable.
! Gowers, not so bad. | lived under the A-6s for 20 years.

8 They' re doable. But when they brought in those F-18s, it's
9 unlivabl e, unbearable. So anyway --.

10 Oh, ny occupation? |I'ma retired nurse. And

1 that's about it.

12 * * *

13 (b)(6) My name is (0)6)

14 (b)(6) That ' s (b)) and t hen (©)6)

15 I"mcurrently staying at (®)X6) ,

16 which is (0)6)

1 " mjust conmenting because | cane up here to buy
18 a house, and | thought it was going to be a sinple process.
9 You have beautiful houses here. However, this noise issue
20 arose. And | was told by my Realtor that over in Coupeville
21 it would only be two days a nonth, which | said no problem
22 However, luckily before | bought | found out this was not

23 probably true, and | was informed by the nei ghbors that

24 there could be several days a week every week. And com ng

25 here I find that you went for six nonths straight. So
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1 basically I will not be buying here. | wll nbve down to
2 Freeman -- Freel and.
3 But in any case | did want to comment because ny
4 occupation is a gardener. I|I'mretired. | did work for a

5 city. And so consequently we were very aware of OSHA' s

6 regul ati ons and noi se | evels and ear protection. And one,

! I"d Iike to conment on averagi ng, which is what you are

8 stating you're going to use for the draft purposes.

9 Basically that just dimnishes any noise. The exanple | was
10 going to give, if | now one day a week and you average it

1 over seven days it would show basically no decibels or very
12 m nor deci bels when this is not true. They are over 70

13 deci bel s.

14 Al so, | was tal king about the noise with the

15 gentl eman over there, and if | remenber OSHA regul ations in
16 California 70 -- over 70 required ear protection. Yet

7 you're showi ng that over a thousand feet on the other chart,
8 which is a single event, you're showing at a thousand feet
19 it's 128 decibels. So that would definitely danage your

20 hearing. It is unclear. He said that they were neasuring
21 down at the land level, and | guess that would have to be

22 because it would be a ot louder. It would have to be at

23 | and | evel where they're taking it, even though it's not

24 clear on the chart, but they're showi ng 128 deci bels. That

2% would definitely damage hearing. So that is what should be
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1 used for inpact on hearing.
2 And then the other issue is -- oh. It seens to
3 me this is a very derisive issue. And if -- |ike when | was

4 told it would just be two days a week, and evidently these

5 peopl e here say when they noved here there was hardly any

6 noi se and any flights. This evidently was around 2005.

! | understand that Moses Lake is very interested

8 in having this operation there. So to nme it seens it would
9 be easier to maybe have your flights here two days a week --
10 or not two days a week, two days a nonth, and then fly to

1 Moses Lake. | mean, these are planes. It doesn't take |ong
12 to get there. You can take your staff, your medical staff,
13 and the people that you bring down to Coupeville, you just
14 take themto Mdses Lake. So it seens to nme that would just
15 be a good i dea.

16 And actually, you could actually build houses

1 over there, which would help our econony as far as hiring

18 civilians to do stuff. | mean, it's not as if you have to
19 make a profit. You don't.

20 Ckay. Well, thank you for listening to nme, and
2. will not be buying here, so you'll probably disregard all of

22 this. But anyway --.

23 * * *
24 (b)(6) (b)(6) , (b)6)
25 (b)e) i ke basebal |, (®)6) Mai | i ng addr ess,
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1 (b)e) . Physical address, (®)6)
2 (b)e) . Cccupation, yacht designer
3 I"ve lived here 28 years. | live 11 nmiles south

4 of the touch-and-go base. The |ast two years has been

5 absol utely inpossible. |1 get woken up at mdnight with
6 t hose goddanmm planes circling around. | -- they -- | -- |
! feel that they absolutely -- it's a huge inposition on the

8 community bringing those things here.

9 And the funny thing is -- and I don't know if it
10 bel ongs on the EIS or not, but in two thous -- on Decenber
1 10t h, 2001 this base was on the base closure list. It was
12 consi dered obsolete then. Two thou -- 9/11, suddenly a

13 coupl e Arabs and some box cutters changed everything. And

14 now here we are today. You know? W have -- there is no
15 eneny for those planes. It's just a -- | don't know what it
16 is. It's just a huge tax expense. | just -- and |I'm not

1 opposed to them You want to do it? Fine. Just don't do
18 it here. It's not right. And | don't believe they have the
19 right to seriously inpact the cormmunity |ike they have been
20 Peri od.

21 Anot her thing, by the way, the whole tone of this
22 goddamn neeting is going on the assunption that what we have
23 is acceptable and they're tal king about expanding it. |

24 just finally figured that out. Wat we have is not

25 acceptable. Expanding it shouldn't even be tal ked about.
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1 The issue is shutting this touch-and-go field down, not

2 expanding it.

3 * * *
4 (b)(6) M nane is (®)6)
5 (b)(6) | live at ([b)6) in

6  Coupeville, Washington, 98239.

7 My residence, which |'ve had for over 27 years

8 now, is down on the Keystone spit, is what it's referred to,
9 or Ebey's Landing. It is two-thirds of the way away from
10 the ferry landing and it is about not quite equally

1 positi oned between Adnmiral's Cove where all the housing is
12 and the ferry. And basically there's only seven houses in
13 this little group of private property that is sided on each
14 side by day use park only. There is Lake Crockett wildlife
15 reserve which is behind us, which would be north. Cur

16 houses face pretty nuch due south on the water. And | have
1 had quite a bit of aircraft situations over the 27 years.

18 Most of the tine | nust say the Navy has -- has been very

19 cooperative. And they -- when you -- when | would call and
20 say, you know, "You're over the top of ny house. You agreed
21 you wouldn't be. Mve back where you agreed to be," they

22 would do that. However, it changes with who's in conmand.
23 For a few years back | had a doctor who had a

24 residence in our little seven-house community, and she

25 worked out an agreenent wth whoever was in conmand at that
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1 tinme that they would fly a thousand feet east of our houses
2 instead of on top of them And they did that, and for three

8 years | never nade a phone call because it was a |ivable

4 situation. It was the older aircraft.
5 And they also -- the other thing that they were
6 doi ng which contributes to the loss of -- the lack of noise

! or damage was that they would fly out over Admiral's Cove

8 further to make their turn, which neans the backwash from

9 the jet rear end was actually faced at not hi ng except

10 expansed air all the way out into the -- into the harbor.

1 So consequently it was a better situation for everybody.

12 Now, however, in the last -- since the new

13 aircraft has cone and they've increased the flights over the
14 | ast unpteen years, and increased them and increased them

15 and increased them they have pilots that are using ny house
16 or the seven houses -- and I'min the mddle of them-- as

1 their turning point rather than navigating or doing what

18 they' re supposed to be doing. Wen | call and conplain I

19 must say the Navy has been responsive. N nety percent of

20 the tinme they will call the tower. The tower will ask the
21 jets to get off of the houses and nobve over

22 I"'min a-- in an odd situation. Unfortunately
23 for the Navy there's not nuch they can do about their return
24 totry and do their touch-and-go to OLF field because the

25 county has allowed all the housing to build up all around
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1 through that area and there's just no way they can avoid --
2 there is no way they can avoid sonebody's house.

3 My situation really is different. Seven houses,
4 gquarter mle on the right-hand side, which would be west,

5 I"malnost a full mle on the |left-hand side, which would be
6 east, no houses, no people, nothing. WIdlife. They use

7 the -- the wildlife Lake Crockett reserve to make their

8 turns. There is no reason that they have to be over the top
® of our houses. |'ve asked about that and |'ve been told,

10 well, it's the flight pattern and dah, dah, dah, dah, dah

1 But here's the odd part. Wen | call and conplain they nove
12 of f my house and they fly a pattern which is acceptable, not
13 over the top of ny house. So if they do that 90 percent of
4 the time, why is it ten percent of the tinme they have to fly
15 over the top of ny house and bl ow out the w ndows in ny

16 house? Because basically that's what happened to ne.

17 The new aircraft is louder. [It's been |ower.

18 They're so lowthat if | was -- wanted to | swear | could

19 hit themw th a slingshot. However, that's not the issue.

20 They're -- they're not going out over the water. They're

21 not paying any attention to phone calls. And consequently
22 what happened now is that they have bl own the w ndows out of
23 my octagon house. |It's an octagon house. | have w ndows

24 that wap around it. Anybody with a reasonable m nd woul d

25 | ook at the danage to ny house, would see that it's all in
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1 the area where the jet flies and does its turns. Because

2 they go over the top of the house, they elevate the

8 aircraft, the nose of the aircraft, in order to start their

4 clinb to go back to OLF field. Wen they do that the back

5 of the jet cones down and bl ows out -- blows out my house,

6 basically, and ny neighbor's, too. And so |'ve had to

! repl ace nine of the wi ndows that wap around that part of

8 the octagon. And at $1,500 each

9 Al so, thanks to this -- this group of citizens

10 who have finally woke up to the situation, and the DB

1 readi ngs which | was not aware of, | now realize that at ny

12 age, 27 years with the Navy, ny hard of hearing is due to

13 the flights, is due to the noise. The DB level at ny house

14 exceeds any of the highest |evels that they have put

15 together in their -- in their lawsuit and conpl ai nt agai nst

16 the Navy. So I'min one of the hottest spots because |'m at
1 the point of turn for every flight that comes off that field
18 and goes back. The point of turn is right over the top of

19 my house. It doesn't have to be. They could fly east of ne
20 if they would just do it, but they don't do it.

21 So here | amtoday naking this conplaint and

22 requesting that how and who do | see or contact in order to

23 sue the Navy for the | oss of property damage and the | oss of
24 hearing. And that is the end of ny conplaint. And it would

25 be nice if | did hear from sonmeone.
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1 * x %
2 (b)(6) My nanme i s(b)6)
3 (b)6) , OGak Harbor,
4 Washington, 98277, and |"'ma commercial driver. | drive

5 comercially, which actually is one of the things that

6 bot hers ne about the noise, is that | have to get ny sleep.
7 Alot of people don't know, but you are now required by the
8 federal governnment to |let themknow if you have any sl eep

9 deprivation. So actually, | have to make -- | have to

10 legally make sure that | get a good night's sleep or they

1 could actually say you're not, you're a danger. So it's

12 just one of the things.
13 |"ve lived in Gak Harbor for 27 years. | did --
14 didn't -- the planes did not bother ne -- they bothered ne,

15 but | thought it was sonmething that | had to put up with

16 until the G owlers arrived and the escal ation of -- of
1 t ouch- and-goes and -- and also the pollution. | see the
18 pollution over -- I'mvery close to Ault Field, and | see
19 pollution really bad. Never -- |'ve lived here 27 years.
20 |'ve never seen orange sky over Dugualla Bay, and now

21 frequently, when there is no wind, the sky is just
22 orange- brown over Dugualla Bay. |I'mstarting to have bouts

28 of bronchitis and that. So | think to sone degree it's

24 the -- | know the Prowers are very bad as far as how nuch
25 em ssions they put out. They use a lot of fuel. So if they
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686-1325

www. | i kkel courtreporters.com depos@i kkel courtreporters. com



1243

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 29

use a lot of fuel, they also are putting those em ssions

out.

So between the noise the quality of nmy life has
just changed. | have ten acres. | can't garden. | can't
plan -- plan a famly get-together. | -- | literally can't

get frommy car to the house before nmy ears hurt. M ears
ring all the tine. So it's -- it's changed what was a
fairly pleasant place, not every mnute because it's always
had some noise, but it's now-- it's awful.

And ny property has been deval ued by this,
believe. M neighbors have noved. They were retired
mlitary, Navy, and they are -- their piece of property is
up for sale. It's been for sale for seven nonths. They've
not had one offer. And they're selling at bel ow apprai sed
tax value. So | feel bad for them because they just
couldn't take it anynore. They -- the wife was wearing
hearing aids and the husband said this isn't what | went,
you know, and spent 26 years in the Navy for, was this. So
| lost good nei ghbors.

And | just -- | don't -- | feel |ike when | wal k
t hrough this group tonight there's a | ot of anger, and |
feel |like nobody's really hearing us. There's a disconnect
bet ween the governnent entity, the mlitary, the Navy, and
the people that live here on a day-to-day basis and have

lived here, some of them for 75, a hundred years. And
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1 that -- | think that's so sad because this is a specia

2 place. And | think that if that continues to happen there

8 will be nore and nore anger. Because when | noved here |

4 remenber one of the things that | always heard fromthe

5 peopl e was that there was a sense that islanders were

6 special. And | now am an islander, and so are all of these
! people that are in this roomtonight, and | feel like you're
8 ki nd of waking the sleeping tiger.

° And -- and it's unfortunate that this has becone
10 such a divisive thing in our conmunity. W should be

1 working together to solve the problens. And it's our

12 mlitary. 1It's not sone alien force. W pay the taxes.

13 It's our tax dollars that pay all the salaries, so we

14 should -- we should be heard.

15 * * *

16 (b)(6) My name is (0)6) ,

1 | ast nanme is ()6) , (b)6) . M address is
18 (b)) in Cak Harbor, 98277. M

19 occupation, that's not applicable at this tine.

20 | have tried to quantify and qualify what |

21 shoul d expect as a property owner on north Wi dbey. And

22 |'ve purchased a decibel nmeter. And |I've tried to read the
23 maps. And -- and it's been very difficult to know what's
24 too much. And so through these neetings | have | earned and

25 been told that | should just sinply call in a conplaint when
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it's extrenely out of the ordinary. And so that's one thing
| take fromthis.

The other really irritating thing I found ever
since it's gone to the Gower is the Ievel of grounding,
grow i ng, runbling noise when the aircrafts are strapped
down and they're doing the engine run-ups. For ne it's --
it's alnobst crazy-making to have extended periods of tinme of
that kind of |ow volunme just runmbling in the background.
And it's still even quite loud -- loud. |1'mgetting decibe
nmeter readings in the 70s just on that constant grow ing.
And so soneone has made nention, sonething about a hush
house. Sonething that mght help mtigate that noise would
be really appreciated.

And it's unfortunate that the Navy has chosen to
go to a recording instead of an actual person, although I
under stand why because apparently sone people, out of utter
frustration, have cursed when they've left nmessages with
people. And certainly nobody wants to have a job where
they' re being cursed out for something they have no contro
over. So perhaps a good custonmer service thing would be
anot her way the Navy can respond to concerned citizens
i nstead of just making themfeel |ike they're getting the
m ddl e finger by getting no response back. It's very easy
to feel that way.

I"'m-- I"mvery concerned about the -- this --
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the Gower. | really think it's a machine that brings a

| ot of problenms to our cormmunity. And I'm-- | attended the

health neeting in -- on the 19th in Coupeville. 1'mvery,
very concerned about the things that were brought up there,
one of them being the anmount of noise late at night, and
what -- what questions that are being brought up of how that
i ssues.

noi se can | ead to potential heart

So there are lots of health studies, things that
nobody' s tal ked about. And had not the people of Coupeville

rai sed $30,000 to do all these tests the conmunity woul d not

benefit fromthese questions being raised. |I'm-- | would
prefer the Gower not be here and -- and |I'mvery
concerned. Thank you
* x %

(b)(6) o (b)6) , (b)6) ,
(b)(6) . Organi zation, private citizen. Address, (®)6)
(b)(6) Coupeville, 98239. E-mail, ®)X6) as in
boy, (©)6)

So one of the presenters that we spoke to was
G en, the aircraft aviator. And | asked himif there was an

option to Coupeville OLF and he said no, which leads nme to
believe that this is sort of a done deal, so |I'mnot sure
what the scoping is about. But nevertheless | would very
much |ike to give ny input.

W live on a property that my wife inherited from
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So one of the presenters that we spoke to was
G en, the aircraft aviator. And | asked himif there was an

option to Coupeville OLF and he said no, which leads nme to
believe that this is sort of a done deal, so |I'mnot sure
what the scoping is about. But nevertheless | would very
much |ike to give ny input.
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1 her father, and it was a pioneer famly, and the fam |y has
2 lived in -- goes back 150 years to the foundi ng of

3 Coupeville. So this property is nmeaningful to us.

4 And ny wife's father, he's in his nineties now

5 and he's in assisted living and we recently are planning to
6 nove in there. He built this house hinself in the |ate

! seventies. And during the first ten years there in the

8 eighties there was a startup of the use of the OLF field.

9 For a nunber of years it was not in use. And he

10 conplained -- he was right in the flight path -- you know,
1 about the noise. And the -- obviously the aircraft that

12 they're flying nowis a lot nore inpactful in terns of the
13 deci bel |level and the way that it traunatizes citizens and
14 people living in the flight path.

15 Property val ues have decreased sharply. W' ve
16 known of people who have had their homes up for sale and

1 actually lost the sale because of the aircraft flying over.
8 The -- | understand that there are limtations to the nunber
19 of flights, but clearly they've increased significantly.

20 W feel that, as the people that are nobst

21 i npacted by this, we have very little recourse because it's
22 us against the Navy and the Navy is a huge -- you know, they
23 have unlim ted resources. And of course when it cones to
24 providing the best training for mlitary, you know, they --

25 t hey have carte blanche. They can do whatever they want.
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1 | don't really understand why there couldn't be

2 an option to OLF. You know, when OLF was built in 1943 the
3 popul ati on of Island County was 4,000. The only people that
4 lived in central \Widbey were farners. You know, there was
5 not an inpact. And for all those years they were flying

6 there obviously wasn't an inpact. Now there is a huge

! i npact .

8 St udi es have been done by -- scientific studies

9 have been done about the effects of, on people of all ages,
10 particularly the young who have devel opnental issues, of the
1 | evel of decibels. And also just being exposed to that

12 noise is a -- the traumatizing effect is, as in all traung,
13 there's an anticipatory conmponent to it.

14 | really feel if the Navy is sincere about really
15 getting cooperation of the citizens, particularly the

16 citizens that are nost affected that are in the flight path,
1 that they would sit down and explore options. | --

18 somehow -- | can't believe, given the resources of the

19 United States Navy, that there aren't any options to a

20 hi ghly popul ated rural area like this that -- that is in the
21 m ddle of a -- a national reserve. And to nme | don't -- |

22 don't know why that's such a -- you know, it's so

23 established. | would really |ike a response to that, about

24 why there aren't any options, have options been expl ored.

2% And what is the Navy's concern about providing training in
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an environnent where this kind of hostility exists, you
know, where people's lives, their health, their val ues of
their honmes, their children, the quality of life.

Coupeville is a historic area. It's the second
| argest nunicipality, oldest -- second largest in the state
of Washington, and -- and it has such historic -- | -- |
truly believe -- now, when | say this people think I'm an
alarmst. | truly believe that if this continues, OLF, with

the kind of planes they're flying, it will destroy the town

of Coupeville. People will not -- | nean, |'ve known a | ot
of people who have left. They will not want to |live here.
New people will not.

St udi es have been done by -- not by just

citizens, but by the real estate association. And south
Wi dbey sales for the last five years have increased at a
steady level. The only part of the county that has not

i ncreased sales is in central Wi dbey, Coupeville. And
there's one obvious reason, and it's that people know about

the noise that they would have to |ive under

Anyway, that's a nmouthful. [It's probably enough.
* * *
(b)(6) o (b)6) (b)(6) (b)(6) ,
(b)(6) (b)(6) (b)(6) , (b)6)

Coupeville, 98239. And it's al so (b)6)

Sel f - enpl oyed
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1 My conment is that the current jets, the

2 Gowers, are so noisy that it's painful to be outside. To
3 have a conversation or a phone call happen can't continue

4 on. You have to stop, at our hone, where -- even inside,

5 when the jets are flying. And that, you know, when they fly

6 | can't be -- | have to plan to do ny gardeni ng and wal ks

! and things around when they're flying. | can't be out there
8 at the sanme tinme. | have to cover ny ears. It actually

® hurts.

10 And the other thing, the other point I'd |ike to

1 make is that I'mnot against pilots and military training.
12 being -- its top-notch needs being net, and I -- but | do

13 think there's too nuch popul ati on now around the Ebey's

14 Reserve, Qutlying Field, you know, being so close, and

15 central Wi dbey getting built up the way it is. And | fee
16 like, having lived here since '72, 1972, that |'ve seen not
1 only the popul ation increase being built around OLF, but

18 al so the flights beconme nore every tinme there's -- you know,
19 anot her squadron noves in or there's mlitary action

20 somewhere in the world and they need to practice. There's a
21 ot nore intensive flying than there was back in the early
22 days when the jets were al so quieter

23 And the other elenment is ny husband and | have a
24 home for sale just within the reserve and right under the

25 flight pattern. And one of the real estate agents that
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1 we've worked with has said that he's o -- we've |ost
2 custoners because of the jet noise. The real estate agents
s have to disclose the -- the property that's for sale, if
4 it's inpacted by the noise or health risks, whatever it is,
5 that it'sin ajet flight pattern zone, however you say
6 that.
7 kay. So those are nmy comments. Thank you very
8 much.
° (The Public Scoping Meeting concluded at
10 8:00 p.m)
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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PUBLI C SCOPI NG MEETI NG
(4:00 p.m)
(b)(6) My name is (0)6)
My address is (b)6) ,
and I'mretired.
My husband -- ny husband and | are -- are owners

there and we' ve owned the property since 1960s, and we' ve
lived there since 2000s. These are our -- follow ng are our
concerns and observati ons.

We have understood that |anding and takeoff
patterns include or favor a thousand feet elevation on the
centerline east -- going east/west of Dugualla Bay. W have
observed that the EA-6B Prowl ers | argely achieve the
direction but rarely the elevation. The EA-18G G ow ers do
not conformto any published guidelines. Many have fl own
directly over our house at |ow el evations, generating huge
noi se.

W' ve been told that the Gower is not as
noi se-prone as the Prowler. This is not our experience. W
have been told that several squadrons of 737-1ike patrol
craft are planned for the base here. This nakes it likely
t hat ai rborne noi se and exhaust gas contami nation wl|
i ncrease.

Comput er sinulators are planned to reduce the air

space noi se and the airplane | oad, but nore |andings and
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takeoffs will still occur. House values will go down due to
Navy noi se and pollution control being uneffective. Even
now i n Dugual |l a Bay conversation stops as aircraft noise
over powers spoken words, nore planes and nore sil ent pauses
waiting for planes to clear the area.

And we're very concerned about increasing the
nunber of airplanes and the -- and the existing noise. As
it is nowthe noise is so loud that if you' re outside --
which the planes nostly fly in the sunmertinme -- you have to
put your hands over your ears because it just gives a
headache. And ny husband has recently gotten hearing aids
and it's very loud in his hearing aids. He alnpbst has to
run into the house. But if you' re not by the door it's
pretty hard to do that. And so it's becomng a real health
i ssue for us, too. And so we would like very much not to
have the noi se over our house. That's it.

* x %

(b)(6) : My nanme is (®)6) ,
(b)(6) . I Tive at (®)X6) in Gak Harbor, and
we' ve been residents here since July of 2010.

The point of the noise | want to address first.
At our house this is what we experience frequently: 71 to
91 decibels. W do have a decibel neter. And we have a
hi gh inside the house of 112 decibels. And frequently we

have t hree-hour bl ocks of high decibel noise unrelenting,
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unrelieved, just the tinme it takes themto go around and
come back. Sonme days we have intermttent noise from10 to
12 hours, tines as early at 7:30 a.m and as |late as 2330.

You cannot average noi se and nake that a viable
statistic because our ears experience those 91 deci bel -pl us
i nci dents as nost severe, painful and danmaging. And | keep
saying 91 decibels. That's ny personal |evel where | feel
like nmy guts are in a blender. It just goes right through
you. And ny hu -- ny husband here, he's grow ng
i ncreasingly deaf, and he has to wear a head set to watch
T.V. | use ny closed captioning. And it also limts our
ver bal exchange. Even at six feet apart we nust frequently
shout. And | don't think anybody should be flown over nore
than ten tines a day, and sonetines we get passed over nore
than 30 times a day. And that's when | stop counti ng.
Could be 40 or 50, but I -- you know, after 30, you know, |
get to the point where | feel like I'm barking nad.

Now t he safety concerns. The low flying has to
stop. Is 3- our 400 feet altitude okay by anybody's rul es
or regulations? Yeah, |I'd |ike a docunented answer to that
one because | just can't believe that anybody allows that,

whether it's mlitary or civilian, to have planes of that

23 size going over that low. You know, | feel sure if we had a
24 paint ball gun -- and | wouldn't do anything crazy. |'m not
25 that kind of person. But | feel like we could mark the
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belly of the plane with a paint ball gun they're so | ow
It's really bad.

Let's see. | lost ny place here. ay. The
nunber of flight operations has accel erated from when we got
here. 1t's alnost 3,000 nore than when we arrived, and
that's conpletely unacceptable. And nore will be
intolerable. And what will the Navy say when there's an
accident with civilian fatalities? Nobody would protest it?
Nobody cared? Nobody asked? Yeah, we're asking. Wat are
you going to say? Wat's your recourse?

Someti mes we can't hear energency vehicle sirens
while driving on State Route 20.

Honey, how far is the highway fromthe house?

(b)(6) :  About 300 feet.

(b)(6) :  Yeah. Sonetines the
anbul ance is going by that close and we don't hear them
sonmetines. If it's dark, you know, we see the lights
flashing but sonmetinmes we don't even hear them

Now, you -- he tells ne that when we have the
mlitary base on foreign soil that they would not allowthis
kind of activity for their civilian population to be
overfl own, annoyed, put in danger. They just woul dn't
tolerate it. So why do we have to tolerate it? [|I'm
thinking this country's own citizens should be nore

inportant to the Navy than foreign nationals. Yeah. Sone
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days | feel like we're no nore inportant than |ivestock.
And | really feel that way.

Now, the health concerns, to nme, the hearing
damage is the | east of the worries, even though, you know,
David's suffering badly with it. Long-termeffects on the
brain and cardi ac problens could | ead to premature death.
Even though we know the source, each extra-loud incident
produces a rush of adrenalin. | have had to teach nyself
bi of eedback techni ques to get nmy heart rate and rhyt hm back
under control on a bad day. But can people with a
preexi sting organic cardiac condition, can they do the sane?
What -- what woul d they reconmend to those people? Pack up
and nove?

The environnental concerns, you know, should be
pretty obvious, with the jet fuel and everything. And
anybody that's spent a lot of time on this island, even a
frequent visitor, can tell you that even those dreaded
bl ackberry branbles are starting to be a little stunted.
The trees are being affected.

The pollution. Wen we first noved here, | think
it was within the first nonth when we got here, | started
snel ling sonmething one night and I'm-- I'mlike having a
heart attack. | thought David spilled sonme dry cleaning
fluid. 1t snelled |ike carbon tetrachloride. And | said,

"What's that snmell? Wat's that snell? Look in your
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closet. You spilled sonmething.” He said, "No. That's jet

fuel.” Well, if you can snell it it's in your lungs and |
never bargai ned for that.

And shells on the beach right bel ow the base,
right at the MAR area where we go canping, shells are gone,
tree snails are gone. | don't know about the rabbit and
coyote popul ation. W haven't canped out there since we've
lived here, but, you know, | can't help but think that it's
having a bad effect. And we used to see eagles on the base.
Every time we'd go we'd see eagles on the other side of the
test cell, but we haven't seen but one since we've been
back, and we go down there pretty frequently. And they --
they -- you know, the eagles aren't going to stay where the
pollution is because they knowit's going to affect their
capability of reproducing or having eggs with a good intact
shell. And the birds get pesticides and jet fuel and stuff
like that in their system they start |aying soft-shell eggs
and then the babies don't survive.

Now, the other concern, sone of the Navy
supporters are very angry people. They're loud, they're
abusi ve, and sonetinmes threatening. And | often hear people
goi ng, "The Navy was here first." You know, not always
true. W know people that were born here, that were here
before the Navy. So what do you tell then? Too bad? Tough

uck? Em nent donmain? No. That's not right. And, "You
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knew what you were getting into when you cane here." Again,
not always true. Qur previous |ong-term exposure -- and the
| ongest we had was five nonths -- we stayed at the diffside

Park on the bay. And how far was the test cell fromthe
aiffside Park?

(b)(6) . Half a mle

(b)(6) : Half a mle? The test cel

is half a mle away, and the runway just a little bit beyond

that. The noise was -- it wasn't like this. It wasn't that
bad. It wasn't that frequent. And nobody told us when we
nmoved here about the increased incidence of -- with 3,000

flight operations. No. Wen we were canping here, it was
probably 2008, it was nore |like 2,500 then. Nobody said,
oh, you know how nmuch nore the Navy's been flying? You
know, do you know what's goi ng on?

The person we rented the house from who is a
retired Navy person, said we were in the internedi ate noise
zone. W're not. W're right in the center, snack-dab in
the m ddle. Never said anything about the jet fuel snells;
never said anythi ng about being in an accident zone, you
know. And we have a |ease. Even if we -- we couldn't even
afford to pick up and nove if we wanted to, you know. He's

aretired E5. W don't have that kind of noney.

24 (b)(6) . E6.
25 (b)(6) . I'msorry. Did|I| denote
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1 you?
2 (b)(6) :  Yes, you did.
8 (b)(6) . I'msorry, Honey. I'm
4 not -- I'mnot -- | have no designation. |I'ma retired
5 nur se.
6 Yeah, you know, these people, you say stuff like
! that, and that's -- what kind of answer is that? So if you
8 don't like it, nove. GCkay. Well, you know, sonebody | ust
® front us $10,000 and -- but we don't want to nove. See, we

10 came here and rented this house with the intention of buying
1 a house and staying here for the duration, and we're going

12 to find a way to do that, one way or the other

13 This place is too beautiful to allowit to be
14 spoil ed by the Navy. You know, sonetines | feel like this
15 is, you know, like God' s den where he cones just to kickback

16 and take it easy. And he's not going to put up with it.

1 Somet hi ng' s going to happen. Things are going to change,

8 tell you.

19 And this -- | don't know if you got a chance when
20 you got here to go around town and see these signs that have
21 been put up by the Chanber of Commerce, and it says jets

22 equal jobs, and to nme that's an inplied threat. | spoke to
23 a snmall business owner very near the base on Ault Road about
24 the noise, and she said, yeah, true, they've been flying

25 over her house in the |ast year and they never had before.
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1 And | said but, you know, what's the worst thing that could

2 happen if a flying mssion left?

3 This place would be a ghost town, she said. She
4 was pani cki ng.

5 | said who told you that? Were's the proof?

6 \What about increased tourisn? You know, what about

! sonmet hing that doesn't create any pollution? There's other
8 jobs that could cone here. A call center for a catal og

9 conmpany, sone kind of software industry. You know, there's
10 a lot of things that could cone here. Plus our -- our

1 tourismthat we've |lost, those people would be back in a

12 flash. They'd say, oh, yeah, \Wlidbey Island like it was ten
13 years ago? W'Il be there next weekend. There nust -- you
14 know, there mi ght be a slight decline in the econony for two
15 or three years, but it would cone back in a different and

16 better way.

17 And | don't want to see this situation used as a
18 political football or an economic bully bat. | want this to
19 be sol ved between the citizens and the Navy. You know, ny
20 husband's a mlitary retiree. W absol utely understand

2. what's going on. W like to support the Navy's m ssion, but

22 when we | ook around us now and see what's happening to this

23 island, aside fromthe things that are a nere inconveni ence,
24 it's heartbreaking and we can't allowit.
25 kay. I'mgoing to stop, and my husband wil |
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1 have a suggestion for you for alternate base |ocations.
2 * * *
3 (b)(6) . Okay. M nane is (®)6)
4 I"mretired Air Force. And the address is (®)6)
5 (b)(6)
6 And when we cane here | had a 57-percent hearing
! loss. Now, ny wife -- |I'm always asking her to repeat

8 t hi ngs, and she said, "Couldn't you hear ne," and | said,

9 “No," but it's getting worse. And whether that's natural or
10 not I don't know, but being in the Air Force |I've worked

1 around jet aircraft ny entire tinme of just shy of 22 years.
2 And everywhere | was at, with the exception of the United

13 States, which was over at Fairchild Air Force Base near

14 Spokane, they had B-52s and KC-135s, and they nmake an awf ul
15 | ot of noise because they're an older aircraft.

16 As far as the places |'ve been, | was in Gernmany.
1 U.S. governnment had an agreenent that any tine our pilots

8 were going to do night flying, which they did it tw weeks
19 at atime, and we prom sed themwe would not fly after

20 10: 00 p.m unless it was an actual mlitary energency.

21 Because in Germany they still have the old blue | aws such as
22 you don't work on Sunday. |If you get caught working on

23 Sunday or doi ng any kind of work that the Gernans consi der

24 work, even washing your car, you can receive quite a sizable

25 fine. So therefore we -- we flew F-4s and F-16s there.
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1 And in Turkey, Turkey was even, | guess, nore

2 controlling. Because during a mlitary exercise, the base
3 is owmed by Turkey, but the Turkish conmmander called up and
4 said, "You can stop your exercise,"” and just |like that we

5 stopped. Because at that time the U S. was involved in

6 negotiations with both Turkey and G eece to sell them

! mlitary aircraft. And so thisis -- | findit really

8 unusual that the Navy and the civilians can't get al ong.

9 And | know al so that there's pollution that cones
10 fromthem because | have a white car and you get this bl ack
1 dust. And if that's falling on your car, it's bound to be
12 inthe air. And we're lucky in the fact that the rain

13 washes the air out frequently, but there's people breathing
4 that dust in.

15 But other than that, we need to come to an

16 agreenment because people will not continue to put up with
1 the pollution and the noise. And standing next to an

18 aircraft on the flight line | found you get |ess noise than
19 when sonebody is flying it over your head at 300 feet.

20 So | don't know. | -- | don't see anything

21 really good for the future because -- unless the Navy can
22 come to an agreenent. There's people that have had property
23 here for decades, and basically | don't see the Navy

24 conprom sing. Because | know the mlitary conmanders and

25 know how t hey operate. And |I've actually seen, in the Air
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1 Force, conmmanders that woul d make up fal se or bogus
2 information to get their points across.
3 So, | don't know, we didn't really have any

4 conplaints as far as the Navy people. W can go in the

5 Exchange and we have the Commi ssary, which | have those

6 privileges. 1'd hate to see themgo away, but if it comnes
! down to it | think they need to go away because the

8 increased air traffic increases the chance of an accident.
° And the way they're flying, | don't see no accident w thout
10 a real serious ness. Because these aircraft carry a |ot of
1 fuel. They carry hydraulic fluid which is toxic. And if
12 one of the aircraft, the newer aircraft, were to burn, the
13 burning creates a type of fiber in the air that can cause
14 serious and pernmanent |ung danage. Because nobst people

15 aren't thinking of that side of it. You're going to put the
16 fire out, but you have to have respirators to be around a
1 burning aircraft. It all sounds good, but sooner or |ater
18 it's going to happen. They're going to crash an aircraft in
19 a popul ated area.

20 So |l just -- like | say, if the folks could

21 change their paths of travel -- and | know there's certain
22 approaches they have to nmake and things like that, but

23 unless they're willing to negotiate or do sonmething -- we
24 have people that are under the flight path that actually

25 won't grow gardens because they don't want to get vegetabl es
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1 that are polluted with this because you don't know what it's

2 actually really going to do to a human without a | ong-term

3 study, and |I'm sure nobody's done that. And | -- that's
4 about it. That's all | have to say.

5 * * *

6 (b)(6) . (b)6) , (b)6)

7 (b)e) ,  Washi ngt on.

8 I, of course, own farm and on the Dugual |l a Bay,

9 and |'m concerned about what's going to happen with the

10 water if the Navy punps nore water down that road, if they
1 punp nore water in the direction of the dike, and | don't

12 know how they plan to handle that. Presently the Navy is

13 punpi ng the water to a certain | evel because it's supposed
4 to be kept at | think 16 feet, but |I'mnot sure of that, and
15 it makes a lot of difference to the farners if the water

16 gets too deep in the fields.

1 We bought our farmin 1942 before they started

18 buil ding the base at Ault Field. M husband passed away

19 four years ago, so I'mon ny own with the farm now, although
20 | do have help, but I"'m-- | just wonder what the plan is

21 for -- I've read a letter in the paper saying that they're
22 going to change the | evel of the dike in two places and

2 don't know what that amounts to.

24 Anyway, it -- the way it used to work, they --

25 when they -- the tide would go out, why, the flunes at the
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di ke woul d open and the water would run down, and then it
woul d -- when the tide cane back, why, they would cl ose.
But the Navy, when they built their flunmes they built them
in a different way and they haven't worked, so that's why
they have to punp the water out instead of letting it go out
by di scharge through the fl unes.

I"mworried about the water getting too high on
the farmlands is what I"'mworried about. |'m-- we have

the diking district there that try to have sonme control of

it. Anyway --.
* x %
(b)(6) 1 m (b)6) , and |
live at (b)6) , which is ()6
®® . I'mright in the flight path. | |ove the sound of

freedom but not in ny rooftop. And whatever happened to
et this catastrophe happen to us citizens is just atrocious
because |'ve stopped ny T.V. cable. W could not hear T.V.
over the sound of the Gowers. It's just gotten so bad
with the influx of the new planes that you just have to not
even carry on a conversation while they' re doing their
flights. And | appreciate that, and | know that's
necessary, but if the Navy can't find a solution to the
flight pattern, well, then, they need to buy ny house and

| et me nove because | can't -- I'"'mold. M hearing, if 1'd

actually had it tested before over the last two years, |

LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
www. | i kkel courtreporters.com depos@i kkel courtreporters. com



1251

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 16
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LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
www. | i kkel courtreporters.com depos@i kkel courtreporters. com



1251

Page 17

1 would definitely show a deficit in my hearing.
2 And | just canme because | think ny voice needs to

3 be heard. And |'ve called the conplaint |line and been told

4 that | don't qualify because of where | live and that's not
5> fair.

6 Ckay. Thank you.

7 * * *

8 (b)(6) . (b)e) ; occupation is

9 i nsurance; address is (®)6) Cak
10 Har bor, Washi ngton, 98277.

1 In June 1991 the base closure and al i gnnent

2. conm ssion made a unani nous deci sion. The chairman stated
13 that they never want to see NAS Wi dbey or OL -- OLF

14 Coupeville on the base closure |ist again.

15 Qur comrunity is in full support of the Navy; air
16 space, zoning, to protect devel opnent for housing, updated
1 all our schools for education of our students, both Navy and
18 civilians. The Navy has been a major part of our island

19 econony for 70 years. Young and -- nen and wonen served our
20 country to provide protection for the USA and agai nst

21 foreign intruders. W need the Navy flying and training

22 here. NAS Wi dbey is the best in the Navy.

23 * * *
24 (b)(6) My nane is (0)6) , and |
25 am-- | am-- 1| live at ()6 in Cak
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686-1325
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Harbor. |'ma banker. And I'mhere in support of NAS

Wi dbey, and especially the Gower and its nission over at
CLF. But I'malso here because |I'mthe president of the QGak
Har bor Navy League. And -- which has 365 nenbers. And |
wanted to just nmention all of the things that we do to
support the Navy fromthe Navy League side. And so if you
don't mind I'd like to read off this Iist.

W do -- we do an annual awards banquet to the
el ectronic air wing. W also do annual awards to the patro
and reconnai ssance air wing. W sponsor the sea and shore
sailors of the year and the Marine of the year with an
annual luncheon. And that |uncheon is com ng up next
Friday. W do a quarterly newsletter where we do -- where
we wite articles when squadrons cone hone, and take
pi ctures and docunent just the successful mssions that the
squadrons are on.

We host an annual mlitary picnic every Septenber
where we provide a free lunch for service nenbers and their
famlies, usually attended by about 2,500 people, 2,500 Navy
menbers. W host an annual wel cone-hone eveni ng at Wi dbey
I sl and Bank for two returni ng squadrons where we host a
di nner and -- and have just good fellowship that evening.

We send care packages to sailors on depl oynent.
We al so sponsor two NJROTC units, one at Qak Harbor Hi gh

School and one at Burlington Edi son H gh School. And we

LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 i ssue awards to the outstandi ng Naval science students or
2 cadets out of those high school units.
3 And |'m here in support, once again, in support

4 of the CLF mssion. W want to keep the OLF active and

5 onl i ne.

6 * * *

7 (b)(6) . (b)6) .| amelected to

8 city council for a second term and -- of Cak Harbor, and

9 I'"'malso on the Navy League board of directors. And we have
10 lived here on and off; first cane here because of the Navy

1 and liked it so well we stayed.

12 (b)6) , Oak

13 Harbor. We're the last street in the city limts.

4 Actually, half nmy street is in the city limts. |'mon that
15 half so | could run for office.

16 The Navy needs to stay. It really does. W are
1 so intertwined. | don't know how the city could survive, or
18 the conmunity, without it. | know that 68 percent of the

19 enpl oynent for Island County is connected to the base, and
20 88 percent of the revenue is connected to that base, whether
21 it's sailors comng out to town or whatever, or their famly
22 wvisiting and staying in |odging.

23 | have done lots of projects with the Navy

24 outside of -- it was a way for ne to say thank you to the

25 town when we were active duty, is to give back the other

LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 way. So | got very involved with Navy League which is

2 giving out awards. In fact, we're doing a |uncheon for

3 about 200 of the sea, shore sailor of the year. And we wll
4 honor all the honorees fromany of the commands that have

5 nom nated them And we have a top six and then the top

6 three, | think. And so that's always exciting.

! | sponsor, for 12 years now, a mlitary

8 appreciation picnic so that the idea is that it's not the

9 town versus the Navy or vice versa. And it's a free picnic
10 for the whole community. | have soneone that snokes 600

1 pounds of pork and pulls it and nmakes sauce, and we have a
12 band, and we have kid ganes, and it's just -- to hear a

13 young not her conme with probably nost of the nei ghborhood and
4 to have her say, "This is the nicest thing anyone's ever

15 done for nme since we've been in the Navy," or to have a

16 child say, "Wait until | tell ny daddy there was a picnic
1 for nme today,"” that's all it takes.

18 But | can renenber during Desert Storm sonmeone
19 fromny home church in town just -- | didn't know them but

20 they gave ne a hug at the right tine. W lost a plane the
21 second day of the war. So | -- we can't give up the town,

22  and it's just inportant because so it's intertwined with the
23 community and they' ve got to stay and they need to train.

22 And |'msorry, there are hours and days and nont hs where

25 there's no training, and then you get a call, depending on
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schedul es, and you have four squadrons that need to bounce
and qual before they go to sea.

So -- and there's -- for, let's see, 22 years you
can't buy or sell a piece of property in Island County, it
is in your title, and if you are in a noise zone, you know
it. They nake you initial it and you know exactly where
you're buying. And | think that's marvelous. | think we're
the only county that requires it in the whole state. That's

it.

(b)(6) o (b)6) , (b)6)
Drive, Gak Harbor. The comment is on actual decibe
readi ngs i nstead of conputer nodels, reading as the actual
noi se comng fromthe aircraft. Basically we need sonething
ot her than a conputer-generated nodel. W need actua
physi cal readings. That's ny comment.

* x %

(b)(6) My name is (0)6)
My address is (0)6) , and I amvice president of
sales and narketing for a health care technol ogy conpany
call ed Care Evol ve.

Al right. And ny statenment is in support of,
you know, giving our troops the necessary facilities that
they need to performtheir mssion. | highly encourage them

to keep training at Qutlying Field in Coupeville.

LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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And | represent Gak Harbor Rotary, the Boy Scouts

of America, Oak Harbor Youth Football and Cak Harbor Hi gh
School Football as a board nenber of all of them and head
coach at the high school

And | want say that QGak Harbor needs the Navy to
stay, and we want our planes to keep flying and do what ever

they need to do to keep our people safe.

*  x %

(b)(6) : Al right. M nane is ®)6)

(b)(6) I -- 1 ama school teacher with the Cak Harbor
School District. | live at (b)6) . That's
(b)(6) , 1n QGak Harbor.

I want to thank the Navy for going out and doi ng
this. | want to thank themfor the great information, and
think that -- that the proposal is a good one. | think it's
good for the conmunity and -- and | support it a hundred and

ten percent.
(The Public Scoping Meeting concl uded at
8:00 p.m)
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And | represent Gak Harbor Rotary, the Boy Scouts

of America, Oak Harbor Youth Football and Cak Harbor Hi gh
School Football as a board nenber of all of them and head
coach at the high school

And | want say that QGak Harbor needs the Navy to
stay, and we want our planes to keep flying and do what ever

they need to do to keep our people safe.
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(b)(6) Al right. M nane is(®)6)

(b)(6) . I -- 1 ama school teacher with the Gak Harbor
School District. | live at (b)6) . That's
(b)(6) , 1n QGak Harbor.

I want to thank the Navy for going out and doi ng
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think that -- that the proposal is a good one. | think it's
good for the conmunity and -- and | support it a hundred and

ten percent.
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8:00 p.m)
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Page 3
! PUBLI C SCOPI NG MEETI NG
2 (4:00 p.m)
e (b)(6) . (b)6) , (b)6)
4 (b)e) Muki | t eo, Washi ngton, 98275. 1'ma
5 retired teacher.
6 | am concerned about the inpact of mlitary

! pl anes in the 3 acier Peak Wl derness, particularly in the

8 White Chuck and Suiattle River Valleys where | have observed
9 t hem on numerous occasions flying at very low |l evels, just

10 above the trees. | assune they're on training mssions.

1 These flights have a -- have great inpact sound-w se.

12 They're inconsistent with the Wl derness Act of 1964, and

13 I -- | would like to see them conduct -- those training

14 m ssi ons conducted sonmewhere el se. Thank you.

15 * * *

16 (b)®) o (b)e) (b)) :

7 Anacortes, Washington, city council nmenber el ect of

8 Anacortes and busi ness owner.

19 | am pl eased that the Navy is continuing to

20 invest in the Pacific Northwest and Naval Air Station

21 \Whidbey. Naval Air Station Wi dbey will continue to be the
22 center of excellence for electronic warfare long into the

23 future. The ease of access to ranges and the Pacific are in

24 support of our national defense strategy shift to Asia.

25 Anacortes wel cones the additional E-18 and P-8 famlies to
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1 join our other mlitary famlies residing in Anacortes. W
2 hope some of our fellow citizens understand the inportant
s rol e NAS Wi dbey plays in our national defense.
4 (The Public Scoping Meeting concluded at
5 8:00 p.m)
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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David King

Mayor

250 Madison, Suite 2

Port Townsend, WA 98368
360-379-5047 Cell 360-301-2255
dking@cityofpt.us

December 30, 2013

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
Attn: Code EV21/SS EA-18G EIS Project Manager
6506 Hampton Boulevard

Norfolk, VA 23508

Dear Sir:

As the Mayor of the City of Port Townsend I formally ask for an extension of the comment
period for this EIS beyond January 3", and for a scoping meeting for our community. | was
unaware of this project and that the EIS that had been under development since September until
informed of it only last week by a resident of Whidbey Island. We are directly affected by
operations at Whidbey NAS and | often hear complaints or expressions of concern about the
overflights and noise produced by operations at the base. Despite this impact | am not aware of
any formal or informal notification of this process from the Navy to the City. If the City has
overlooked this I apologize, but I think it essential that our community have an opportunity to
make comments that become part of the formal record of the EIS.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

-~

David King

fars

City of Port Townsend
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December 30, 2013

Captain M. K. Nortier

Naval Air Station Whidbey Island
Department of the Navy

3730 North Charles Porter Avenue
Oak Harbor, Washington 98278-5000

Re: EA-18G Growler Airfield Operations
Log No.: 112513-01-USN

Dear Captain Nortier:

Thank you for contacting our department regarding the Public Notice of the preparation of an
Environment Impact Statement (EIS) for EA-18G Growler Airfield Operations at Ault Field and
at Outlying Field (OLF) Coupeville, Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Whidbey Island, Island
County, Washington.

We believe that cultural resources are a critical topic to address in the proposed EIS. We also
look forward to consultations pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
and its implementing regulations 36CFR 800.

For Section 106 compliance we request consultations on the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for
the operations to address effects to historic properties including audible, visual, direct and
indirect effects to historic properties. Please consult on the proposed identification efforts and
methods for evaluating impacts.

We would also appreciate receiving any correspondence or comments from concerned tribes or
other parties that you receive as you consult under the requirements of 36CFR800.4(a)(4).

These comments are based on the information available at the time of this review and on behalf
of the State Historic Preservation Officer in compliance with the Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act, as amended, and its implementing regulations 36CFR800.4. Should
additional information become available, our assessment may be revised.

Sincerely,

Robert G. Whitlam, Ph.D.

State Archaeologist

(360) 586-3080

email: rob.whitlam@dahp.wa.gov

State of Washington ¢ Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation
P.O. Box 48343 « Olympia, Washington 98504-8343 « (360) 586-3065
www.dahp.wa.gov
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Subject: Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for "Growler" Operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 18:41:51

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test rea -time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:. The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: None.

(b)(6)
Teronda West Resident
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From: (b)(6) }

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Subject: Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for Growler Operations at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 11:01:59

| wish to be included on the Navy’s mailing list for the EIS (or to receive a CD copy of the Draft EIS onceit is
prepared.

(b)(®)
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheEbeysReserve@gmail.com
Subject: EIS for "Growler" operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 17:27:40

From: Ken Pickard [ mailto:noreply@list.moveon.org]
Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 1:27 PM

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE: Test rea-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War |1
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn't been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: | have been deafened by planes doing practice flights over my house. | can no longer
hear music or hear what is being said at meetings, even though | wear hearing aids. | don’'t want this to happen to
anyone else.

(b))

Oak Harbor, WA 98277
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From: (b)(6)

To: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@amail.com; NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Subject: “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF

Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 10:48:48

Dear Naval base people,
While | appreciate your commitment to my freedom and safety, | am asking for areview of ‘growler’ flights for the
following reasons:

SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local

real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Fredland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close
the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA -
6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-populated areas.

Thank you and happy holidays,
(b)(6)
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Concerns about EA-18G EIS

Date: Thursday, December 05, 2013 13:53:02

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE: Test rea -time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH: Address al health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War |1
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:. The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-popul ated areas.

Thank you for considering these concerns,

(b))

Lopez Island, WA 98261
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeyssreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: GROWLER EA-18G OPERATION CONCERNS
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 18:16:47

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Coupeville, WA 98239

For Consideration to the Environmental Impact Statement regarding the EA 18G Growlers at OLF Coupeville.

NOISE: Itisimperative that the EIS studies REAL TIME noise exposure measurements . Day and Night averaging
isNOT an accurate reflection of noise exposure.

Noise exposure is measured in al other industries in real time and it is well documented that noise exposure above
85dbA over specific periods of time will cause hearing loss and tinnitus.

Hearing loss and Tinnitus are the the most compensated disabilities for al veterans, costing the taxpayer
7,500,000,000.00 (BILLION) between 1977-2005 (DOD) and 786 million in 2005 alone. That was before the
Growlers started flying at the OLF Whidbey Island. There is asignificant emphasis in the military to reduce the
cost of these injuries through education, hearing tests and noise protection. Citizens are not given the same
consideration.

Itisimpossible to function outside our homes during flight operation without causing permanent hearing loss and
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tinnitus. During one day in May 2013 | measured the noise emission between 119-129dBA for 6 hours. This, of
course, significantly increased our stress level, raising our blood pressure and decreased the quality of our lives. It
was, literally torture. The thought of this resuming in January with more and more flight operations is already
detrimental to our quality of life and mental health.

In our home, built with standards that are supposed to attenuate the noise, you cannot have conversations, listen to
radio or television, or sleep. If you are aworking person or a student this reduces performance and learning. This
must be addressed in the EIS.

Noise and Sleep Deprivation are aform of TORTURE as defined by the Geneva Convention.

Again, REAL TIME measurements and the effects on a population must be made.

SAFETY: WeliveaCRASH Zone. Should there ever be an accident there would be many liveslost. A new
Island Transit Bus barn is ailmost at one end of the OLF. A national park, alocal park were children play, Island
County seat, 2 schools, and the only hospital on the whole island (more and more military familieswill be treated
there since there are plans to close the hospital at NAS Whidbey.)

The effects of noise and its impact on learning, work productivity and health recovery need to be addressed by the
EIS.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Address how real estate has been impacted in central Whidbey. | know that the value
of our home has dropped significantly as many other homesin thisarea. There are many people that cannot sell
their home due to the noise. This reduces the tax base to our community which has a significant impact on our
community particularly in regards to safety.

ENVIRONMENT: We livein an environmentally sensitive areawith both the former Pheasant Farm which has
committed itself to preserve rare prairie grasses and Ebey’s Reserve. Coupeville is the second oldest incorporated
community in Washington state and major efforts have been made by citizens to preserve its character.

Penn Cove and Saratoga Passage are still relatively pristine waters.

The EIS needs to evaluate the impact of the jet fuel emission, noise and possibility of a crash on any of these areas.
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BUSINESS: Tourism is dramatically impacted by the amount of noise emitted when there are flight operations at
the OLF. The impact of this needs to be evaluated by the EIS.

In addition we do not understand why afield that was built in 1942 for planes that were used during WWI1 is still
being used. It is outdated. The planes of the 21st century cannot land there because it istoo short. Secondly why
are those horrible blocks of concrete supposedly protecting afield: from what???? It looks like we have our own
little Berlin Wall.

“August 2013 (P)(6) Commanding Officer, Naval Station Everett and B.Bolivar, Rear Admiral, Commander ,
Navy Region Northwest stated "We are proud of our environmental stewardship and are committed to operating in
an environmentally responsible manner where national defense and environmental protection are, and must be,
compatible goals.

Our vision isto be recognized as an environmentally friendly neighbor, actively engaged in community outreach,
resource conservation and pollution prevention while effectively executing the Navy mission. Our policies include
integrated support from tenant commands to the installation Commanding Officers to instill a culture of
environmental stewardship and continual improvement.

The chain of Command will support the attainment of environmental objectives and targets and ensure that
personnel consider environmental impacts when executing their mission.

We are committed to: Continual Improvement, Awareness, Resource Conservation, Environmental Compliance. “

We wish for the EIS regarding the Growlers to take that mission statement and answer the concerns of our small
community.

Respectfully,
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: GROWLERS EA-18G Concerns

Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 18:08:53

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Coupeville, WA 98239

(b)(®)

For Consideration to the Environmental Impact Statement regarding the EA 18G Growlers at OLF Coupeville.

NOISE: Itisimperative that the EIS studies REAL TIME noise exposure measurements . Day and Night averaging
isNOT an accurate reflection of noise exposure.

Noise exposureis measured in al other industriesin real time and it is well documented that noise exposure above
85dbA over specific periods of time will cause hearing loss and tinnitus.

Hearing loss and Tinnitus are the the most compensated disabilities for al veterans, costing the taxpayer
7,500,000,000.00 (BILLION) between 1977-2005 (DOD) and 786 million in 2005 alone. That was before the
Growlers started flying at the OLF Whidbey Island. There is asignificant emphasis in the military to reduce the
cost of these injuries through education, hearing tests and noise protection. Citizens are not given the same
consideration.

Itisimpossible to function outside our homes during flight operation without causing permanent hearing loss and
tinnitus. During one day in May 2013 | measured the noise emission between 119-129dBA for 6 hours. This, of
course, significantly increased our stress level, raising our blood pressure and decreased the quality of our lives. It
was, literally torture. The thought of this resuming in January with more and more flight operations is already
detrimental to our quality of life and mental health.

In our home, built with standards that are supposed to attenuate the noise, you cannot have conversations, listen to
radio or television, or sleep. If you are aworking person or a student this reduces performance and learning. This
must be addressed in the EIS.

Noise and Sleep Deprivation are aform of TORTURE as defined by the Geneva Convention.
Again, REAL TIME measurements and the effects on a population must be made.
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SAFETY: WeliveaCRASH Zone. Should there ever be an accident there would be many liveslost. A new
Island Transit Bus barn is ailmost at one end of the OLF. A national park, alocal park were children play, Island
County seat, 2 schools, and the only hospital on the whole island (more and more military familieswill be treated
there since there are plans to close the hospital at NAS Whidbey.)

The effects of noise and its impact on learning, work productivity and health recovery need to be addressed by the
EIS.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Address how real estate has been impacted in central Whidbey. | know that the value
of our home has dropped significantly as many other homesin thisarea. There are many people that cannot sell
their home due to the noise. This reduces the tax base to our community which has a significant impact on our
community particularly in regards to safety.

ENVIRONMENT: We livein an environmentally sensitive areawith both the former Pheasant Farm which has
committed itself to preserve rare prairie grasses and Ebey’ s Reserve. Coupeville is the second oldest incorporated
community in Washington state and major efforts have been made by citizens to preserve its character.

Penn Cove and Saratoga Passage are still relatively pristine waters.

The EIS needs to evaluate the impact of the jet fuel emission, noise and possibility of acrash on any of these areas.

BUSINESS: Tourism is dramatically impacted by the amount of noise emitted when there are flight operations at
the OLF. The impact of this needs to be evaluated by the EIS.

In addition | do not understand why afield that was built in 1942 for planes that were used during WWI1 is still
being used. It is outdated. The planes of the 21st century cannot land there because it istoo short. Secondly why
are those horrible blocks of concrete supposedly protecting afield: from what???? It looks like we have our own
little Berlin Wall.

“August 2013 (b)(6) Commanding Officer, Naval Station Everett and B.Bolivar, Rear Admiral, Commander ,
Navy Region Northwest stated "We are proud of our environmental stewardship and are committed to operating in
an environmentally responsible manner where national defense and environmental protection are, and must be,
compatible goals.

Our vision isto be recognized as an environmentally friendly neighbor, actively engaged in community outreach,
resource conservation and pollution prevention while effectively executing the Navy mission. Our policies include
integrated support from tenant commands to the installation Commanding Officers to instill a culture of
environmental stewardship and continual improvement.

The chain of Command will support the attainment of environmental objectives and targets and ensure that
personnel consider environmental impacts when executing their mission.

We are committed to: Continual Improvement, Awareness, Resource Conservation, Environmental Compliance. “

We wish for the EIS regarding the Growlers to take that mission statement and answer the concerns of our small
community.
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Respectfully,
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286 Marine Dr.
(b)(6)

December 29, 2013

AE-18G Growiler EIS Project Manager

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantis
6506 Hampton Boulevard

Norfolk, VA 23508

Attn: Code EV21/SS
Dear Sirs:

Just a few comments on the situation at the Outlying Field a Coupeville, WA. My husband and |
bought our property near Coupeville in 1990. We signed the statement that we knew there
would be practice held at OLF. At the time the planes were practicing 3 days a week for 2 to 3
hours. Not a big deal. We could live with that without a problem. However, last spring the
practices were 5 days a week for 8 to 10 hours a day. In addition, the planes are much louder
than they were 23 years ago. It is not reasonable to subject humans or animals to that kind of
constant noise and harassment. If the Navy were at all reasonable this whole affair would not
have blown up.

The Navy chose OLF because of the low population around here. It may be of interest that the
population density of Island County (where OLF is located) has a population density that is
greater than that of King County where Seattle is located. How about practicing at SEATAC
airport, Boeing Field or Payne Field in Everett, if a lower population density is needed?
Practically, there is a whole lot of eastern Washington where the population density is very low.
How about moving the practice there? In an emergency the planes land at Moses Lake
anyhow. Why not practice there?

Sincerely,
(b)(6)
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 19:08:41

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Ken Pickard <noreply@list.moveon.org>
Date: Mon, Dec 2, 2013 at 1:27 PM

Subject: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy

To: (b)(6)

As aresult of our federal lawsuit the Navy has agreed to prepare a detailed Environmental Impact Statement
regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville. We have avery limited
time for each of us to input what we think should be researched and addressed in the EIS. Please, Please take the
time to send in your comments viaemail or hard copy letter to make this scoping of the EIS process effective.
Thank you. Ken Pickard

6. Send Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF To the
Navy: WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil Copy to: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
From:

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE: Test rea -time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH: Addressall health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and

EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: (type any additional comments you have here)



mailto:NAVFAC.LANTVAQopsEIS@navy.mil
mailto:citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

1271

This message was sent to ()(6) by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn Civic
Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate, click
here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html ?1=17437-6302223-V GNmn2

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no

big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensuresthat small contributions go along way. Chip in here.
<https.//civic.moveon.org/donatecd/creditcard.html 2cpn _id=687>

(b)(6)
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From: (b)(6).

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: [EEMSG: Marketing]Comment

Date: Thursday, December 05, 2013 0:42:08

Subject: Better instructions for sending EIS Comments to the Navy
From: CitizensoftheEbeysReserve2@gmail.com

To: (b)(6) m

Date: Fri, 29 Nov 2013 18:58:16 +0000

View thisemail in your browser <http://us7.campaign-archivel.com/?
u= 269879092fe2bdd89bd286a14&|d 97c8daBd69& e=1300a8aa20>

Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “ Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code
EV21/SS).

To the Navy: WhidbeyElIS@navy.mil
Copy to: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail .com
From: (b)(6)

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE: The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they impact
thelocal communities and environment.

NOISE: Test rea-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational times. JGL
Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are
high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Addressal health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage, blood
pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock and wildlife. Reference studies
by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War |1 era Coupeville
OLF and flies at low atitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses
in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important
wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real estate market.
Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island
County in general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and
permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: (type any additional comments you have here)
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(b)(6)

Coupeville, WA 98239
(b)(6)

EA-18G EIS Project Manager

Naval Facilities Engineering Comrmand
(NAVFAC) Adlantic Attn: Code EV21/SS
6506 Hampton Blvd.

Norfolk, VA 23508

December 31,2013
To whom it may concern,

'We would like to comment on environmental effects associated with ongoing and future
EA-18Ggrowler airfield operations at NAS Whidbey Island’s Ault Field and Outlying
Landing Field (OLF) Coupeville, Washington. Lest our comments be construed as anti-
military sentiment, one of us, Thomas grew up with military aircraft. His father worked
for decades at North American Aviation/Rockwell Intl., and built the A3J Vigilante and
the XB-70 supersonic bomber. He later worked at NASA during the Apollo launches.
Thomas worked at Rockwell where he helped build the OV 10A Bronco counter
insurgency aircraft, as well as working on the General Dynamics’ Naval Missile
Guidance Program, and Boeing in Washington state.

We moved to Whidbey Island primarily for the ocean view, and the quiet and clear night
sky —away from Seattle noise and congestion. We did not realize that military aircraft
would be flying full-throttle a few hundred feet over our house until after midnight. At
the time we purchased our house no mention was made that it lies in the flight path of
Navy jets flying under full thrust with no noise suppression. We have since learned that
legally such notification is required. Ten years after the purchase of our house, we are
considering looking over our purchase agreement and legal documents. 1) At well over
100 decibels, the noise level is dangerously high for humans as well as animals. When
we hear the aircraft, we immediately go indoors and put on noise-canceling headphones.
We also bring our pets inside. 2) Non-domesticated animals with extremely acute
hearing must suffer considerably.

We both see psychotherapy clients in our home-based office. 3) The aircraft have
become a significant disturbance, at times making it impossible to conduct our business.
We have had to sit in the lower level of our house, virtually held captive in our own
home. Many times we have found it impossible to focus on anything except the noise.

4) Furthermore, the possibility of an aircraft engine failure is always on our minds as it
may be just a matter of time until an out-of-control aircraft crashes into our neighborhood
or some other nearby.
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5) It is our understanding that property values have already been negatively affected.
This is especially true for those with rental properties.

6) Finally, while driving in Oak Harbor in late December, 2013, we drove behind a red
pickup truck that had the following professionally printed on it: “’Idiot’: Someone who
buys a house in the flight path and then complains about the noise.” This controversy
has created a hostile environment and unfortunately supports a growing contention that
the US Navy cares little about the concerns of the citizens it purports to protect.

These factors in combination create a considerable level of stress. Given that stress is a
major cause of illness, we object to with ongoing and future EA-18 Ggrowler airfield
operations at NAS Whidbey Island’s Ault Field and Outlying Landing Field (OLF).

It is reasonable to expect that the U.S. Navy find a more appropriate location for an OLF,
away from populated areas.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 22:28:28

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Ken Pickard <noreply@list.moveon.org>
Date: Mon, Dec 2, 2013 at 1:27 PM

Subject: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy

To: (b)(6)

As aresult of our federal lawsuit the Navy has agreed to prepare a detailed Environmental Impact Statement
regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville. We have avery limited
time for each of us to input what we think should be researched and addressed in the EIS. Please, Please take the
time to send in your comments viaemail or hard copy letter to make this scoping of the EIS process effective.
Thank you. Ken Pickard

Select FORWARD from your email

In your email TO: type WhidbeyElIS@navy.mil

In your email cc: type citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Y ou can now enter your Name and Comments in the document inserted below

If you like you can delete the excess verbiage above the document by placing your cursor and backspacing
6. Send Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF To the
Navy: WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil Copy to: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

From:

arwbdNpE

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH: Addressall health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War |1
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a Nationa Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate al EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: (type any additional comments you have here)
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This message was sent to (b)(6) by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn Civic
Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate, click
here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html ?i=17437-6332715-hdhEiR

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensuresthat small contributions go along way. Chip in here.
<https:/civic.moveon.org/donatecd/creditcard.html ?cpn_id=687>

<http://petitions.moveon.org/o?1=17437-6332715-hdhEiR> Please PLEASE listen to the citizens of Coupeville
and Ebeys National Historic reserve! We live under the thundering roar of those EA18G Growlers. We can not
carry on aconversation when the jets are flying. We are asking you to relocate the flight training to another safer
non-populated area rather than the old WWII Coupeville OLF. Y ou have successfully re-located the training to
another field for the past 6 months, why not close Coupeville OLF permanently? Asaretired RN, | am very
concerned with the health effects not only on hearing, but the jet fuel pollution, and psychological effectson
humans. Health and safety must be top priority asthe Navy strivesto protect and defend all United States citizens.
Y ou must expand the EI'S scope of study to include both EA-18G and EA-6B jets. Please test the noise levels on
the ground in real time, rather than model averages. The levels of noise damages livestock, pets, and wildlife.
These creatures have no voice, yet are deeply effected by noise.

I am proud to be acitizen of the USA and proud of our national defense and US Navy. | only ask that you respect
me and my fellow citizen's health, safety, and sanity. Thank you.

(b)(6)


http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-6332715-hdhEiR
https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: Citizens(b)(6)

Subject: Environmental Impact Statement
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 17:36:02

| am writing concerning the EIS for "Growler" operations at the Coupeville OLF. | have many concerns about the
effect the "Growler" operations have on the health and safety of the citizens of Coupeville and the surrounding area.
First, let me state that | am supportive of the US military for its many roles to "protect and serve" the citizens of this
country. My husband isan "army brat" and went to serve as an officer in Viet Nam five days after our wedding so
| am familiar with the sacrifices that military families must make.

As anew resident here, | was given a statement to sign before purchasing a home in Coupeville. The statement was
not definitive and only stated that homesin Coupeville were in the flight path of the Navy and that there would be
some flights in this area. The statement was not the official Navy statement and had no mention of the noise level or
frequency of the flights. After moving to Coupeville, we were surprised to find that we would have to endure
aircraft noise exposure day and night during the "growler" training sessions. If we had been told of this sitiuation
before our home purchase, we would have made a different decision.

| recently attended aforum on jet noise and your health in Coupeville with experts from the state of Washington in
environmental health aswell asindividuals from the Northwest Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Unit
(PEHSU) These experts presented research results that clearly show the negative effects of aircraft noise on adult
and child health. The Washington state official stated that if the noise levels at OLF were from a private company,
they would be illegal and company would be responsible for remedying the situation. It is clear from recent tests at
OLF by an independent firm that the noise levels produced by the growlers are well above the levels requiring
hearing protection and frequently high enough to cause permanent hearing loss.

In addition to the health hazard from the noise level, there is a genuine safety issue. Accidents do happen and the
flight pattern at OLF is extremely close to densely populated areas in addition to e ementary, middle, and high
school buildings. When the outlying field was built in the 1940's era, it probably was an "outlying field" but today
it is part of the suburban and urban area of Coupeville. The Navy would certainly not choose to place a practice
field in this areatoday.

| am pleased that the Navy is preparing a detailed environmental impact statement and urge them to test real time
noise levels on the ground and not averages that include non-operational times. After all, we are enduring "real
time" noise levels not average noise for non-operational times.

In conclusion, | would like to state that the Navy has an obligation to protect al of the citizens including those of us
in the noise zone for the growlers. Our health and safety should be as high a priority as pilot training. Certainly, the
Navy is capable of creating an alternative to the training at OLF that will meet the needs of the pilot without
causing so much harm to the individualsin the surrounding area.

Thank you for your consideration.
(b)(6)

Coupeville, Wa
(b)(6)
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Subject: Comments for the Environmental Impact Statement regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air Station Whidbey
Island and OLF Coupeville

Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 7:07:09

TOWHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test rea-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmenta Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War |1
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and I1sland County in general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been usedin 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-
populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: My home sits directly in the flight path of the Navy’s flight training in the Coupeville
OLF area. The noise from the jets is overwhelming and painful. A friend of mine from out of state was visiting me
one day, sitting on my deck, when ajet approached my house. The jet was so low that my friend thought the plane
was going to crash into my house and screamed out to me. When | bought this house, | had NO IDEA whatsoever
that planes would be flying SO CLOSE to my home's roof and so late at night. The pain from the jet noiseis
excruciatingly painful and | believe it causes harm to my hearing. What am | supposed to do? Should | have all
guests, friends and family wear special protective hearing devices? These noise levels need to be retested. | am also
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very concerned about the possihility of jets possibly crashing into my home. These are training flights after all.
Mistakes do happen. | am also concerned about the excessive air pollution from jets, including the dropping of
unused jet fuel into the atmosphere over the area.
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Subject: Re: Concerning Growler EIS Whidbey Island
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 13:13:20

Thank Y OU, for taking this on and following through so well. Let's hope the democractic system works for us.
patricia

On Mon, Dec 2, 2013 at 6:47 PM, patricia duff <patriciajeanduff @gmail.com> wrote:

To whom it may concern, respectfully, at the U.S. Navy,
When preparing your detailed Environmental Impact Statement regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air
Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville, please consider these points:

*  SCOPE: The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to
determine how they impact the local communities and environment.

*  NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-
operational times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

*  HEALTH: Addressall health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have agreater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

* SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated
World War 11 era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

* ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, aNational Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

*  REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated
thelocal real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared
to increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

*  ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been
used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities
in non-populated aress.

Thanks very much,
(b)(6)
Coupeville

(b))
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Concerning Growler EIS Whidbey Island
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 21:50:36

To whom it may concern, respectfully, at the U.S. Navy,
When preparing your detailed Environmental Impact Statement regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air
Station Whidbey |sland and OLF Coupeville, please consider these points:

*  SCOPE: The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to
determine how they impact the local communities and environment.

*  NOISE: Test rea-time high noise events on the ground. Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

*  HEALTH: Addressall health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have agreater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

* SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War Il eraCoupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

* ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, aNational Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

*  REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

*  ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn't been used in
6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-
populated areas.

Thanks very much,
(b)(6)
Coupeville

(b))
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NOISE LEVEL UNACCEPTABLE The U.S. Navy is preparing an Environmental
Impact Statement re: potential impact of adding 13 “Growler” fighter aircraft to the
Whidbey Island fleet. Consider— the fox preparing a report on the security of the
henhouse.

Whether its growlers or prowlers, the present noise level is more than this resident can
bear. Citizens of Ebey’s Reserve for a Safe, Healthy and Peaceful Environment filed
lawsuit because of jet noise levels. They reported that sound generated at the naval
station far exceeds Occupational Health and Safety Administration standards.

Indeed, that also includes the southwestern part of Fidalgo Island. Population density is
low, so the Navy thinks it doesn’t matter? It matters. No one should have to put up with,
under the name of freedom, this warlike intrusion into private lives. Citizens have a Right
to Peaceful Enjoyment.

No consideration is given residents. I recall a recent Canoe Journey celebration:
thousands enjoying a feast on the Swinomish Reservation when the flyover directly
above the tents terrified people, especially visitors unaware of these horrendous
mtrusmns What were those pilots thmkmg?

This is unacceptable behavior. There is a whole huge ocean out there. Tell me why you
have to play over our homes?

The poet Rilke wrote about the Blue Hour: “It’s-once again the hour of silvering, the pure
metal mlxed w1th evening’s sweetness adds to the slow- beauty, the slow return-of music¢al
quietness. N01se scattered throughout the day, depart, arranges itself, becomes once more
the waters voice.’

The Blue Hour, that wonderful time of day when your solitude will expand and become a
place where you can live in the twilight, where the noise of other people passes by, far in
the distance. Not here. Unfortunately, that right of enjoyment is not possible. Evenings on
the porch succumb to pilots passing directly over the bays where sound amplifies, and
then inland, rumbling away into the distance. Then, ‘gotcha’ again, and again, and again,
as you try to sleep - sometimes after 11 pm.

And the vibrations — rumbling Vrbratlons that shake my house, disarrange pictures on
the wall. My dog cowers; I close my eyes. The overwhelming sound of the jet is too close
to my home not to think that the pilot may be totally out of control.

The noise level is totally unacceptable We should not be forced to live with this negative
impact on our hves, The naval site in essence has evolved into a public nuisance threatens
the welfare of our community and ovemdes the quiet enjoyment and use of‘my property. -

A disgruntled resident and homeowner, S. Empie, LaConner, WA
Do not publrsh my name Who would buy :a home shaken to its:core?:
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: OLF flights - feedback

Date: Friday, December 06, 2013 14:37:09

Thisisthefirst time you have heard from me. | am forwarding the boilerplate comments provided by COER,
because | wholly agree with them and cannot say them any better.

On apersonal note, we purchased our lot (in Pheasant Farm Acres near OLF) and signed a statement
acknowledging the noise. After witnessing OLF practice activities afew times, we built ahome designed to
mitigate flight noise. Our former Winslow, AZ home was 1.5 miles from asmall airport, 1 mile from amajor rail
route (80+ 1-mile trains daily) and .5 miles off Interstate 40 (no sound barriers, near ahill with hundreds of semis
grinding up, then downshifting into town @ 75 mph). OLF noise seemed to be much less of an impact. However,
since we moved here in 2009, we have noticed the frequency and duration of practice has increased significantly.
The planes fly unnecessarily low over our property . The Saratoga Passage shoreline is a mile from the touch-
down field, why should planes be so low | can see the pilot's face from the kitchen window? When practice begins
around noon and continues (intermittently -- but frequently) until after midnight, it definitely affects not only the
hearing, but also the moods (emotional well being) of everyonein the house. Such frequent close flights also
threaten the health/integrity of the native forest we and our neighbors have taken such care to preserve around our
homes.

My family has not attended any of the community meetings, nor have we ever called the Navy to complain when
we thought the noise was too loud. Please, however, know that we do believe the noise has aready increased past
reasonable, healthy, or tolerable. It isabsolutely time for athorough, unbiased EI'S and subsequent changes.

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don't use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY:: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations onthe valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real
estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increasesin
Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated
Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate al EA-18G and EA-6B flight
training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

(b))

Coupeville
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Re; Growlers at Whidbey Naval Station
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 19:05:04
Dear Navy staff;

This early Spring we have had avery bad experience visiting Coupeville, due
to the continuous roar of the planes that kept sweeping over the Penn Cove
at 125 dB measured at our deck.

The city of Coupeville will be serioudly affected by the extra noise of low
flying planes in the area. Plus you will destroy the reputation of the city
asatourist destination and there will be a negative impact on the
beautiful Ebey landing preserve.

Planes are not alowed to fly so low over the Coupeville city limits, we
could see the eyes of the pilot and it isillegal to make so much noisein
the city limits. Who will enforce this from your end?

At thistime you are harming the local economy and its citizens hearing plus
the wild life eco system. Did you know that mice will die at 120 dB? What
about the eagle habitat.? Contractors have to wait to build due to too much
noise for the Eagles and the Navy can comein at all times...? Thereisno
logic to this.

Flying close to any local community in the USA does not strikemeasa
brilliant image builder with the outrages noise factor. There are plenty of
airstripsin the USA, away from citizens that are much better for low flying
practicing.

The plane and pilot drills are somewhat outdated since the drones will take
over these activities shortly, so it istime to discuss and analyze the

future for the city of Coupeville and the poor marketing activities of the
Navy.

The current local house prices are dropping and our taxes are going up.
There should be a serious tax break negotiated, for home owners and local
business, when you do so much damage to alocal economy.

New home builders have special codes for new noise ordinances in this area.
The extracost for the home owner involved is high and the actual outcome a
pathetic joke, since nothing will stop this tremendous noisein a" regular
home", when those planes zoom over.

The OLF activities are outdated and there are too many houses surrounding
the area, so the Navy has to evaluate the future training area, since you
will bring more citizensin danger.

Making alot of noisein aquiet tourist location is not the way the Navy
should treat other citizens, since the local tax base will be shrinking due
to your poor management decisions.

Time to start thinking and discussing new options and move on....
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We appreciate your serious thoughts and comments on this subject.
Kind Regards,

(b)(6)



1283

From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Subject: EA-18G Growler Environmental Impact Statement
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 20:39:30

Dear United States Navy:

| am writing to express my concerns about the EA-18G Growlers as you prepare your Environmental |mpact
Statement regarding this particular aircraft flying out of the Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville.
Please consider the following:

SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test rea -time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War |1
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing Nationa Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-
populated areas.

Thank you for your consideration and attention to thisimportant matter.
Sincerely,
(b)(6)

North Bend, WA 98045
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Subject: OLF Coupeville

Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 8:19:05
SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-
operational times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Addressal hedlth effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War Il eraCoupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, aNational Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and I1sland County in general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in
6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-
populated areas.

Thank you for putting time against this issue.
(b)(6)

Coupeville
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 14:41:12

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address al health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmenta Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War Il eraCoupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, aNational Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and I1sland County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:. The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: Itisimperativeto consider the health of citizens before a military agenda.
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EAG-18G EIS Project Manager ( code EV21/SS)
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 12:19:33
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to whom it may concern
& it does concern al of us on thisisland, in this country & on this planet!

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G 3Growler2 EIS:

SCOPE: The EIS scope should be expanded to include al EA-18G and EA-6B
operations at NASWI to determine how they impact the local communities and
environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don't use model
averages that include non-operational times.JGL Acoustics reports maximum
sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were 3well above the levels requiring
hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent
hearing 10ss.2

HEALTH: Addressall health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft
pollution, including permanent hearingdamage, blood pressure and cardiac
problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health
Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and The
U.S.Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy
uses the short, outdated World War 11 eraCoupeville OLF and flies at low
altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable
recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey's Landing

National Historic Reserve, aNationa Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird

habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the
OLF has devastated the local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area

have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in

Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF
(which hasntt been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-populated

aress.

from (b)(6)
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December 27, 2013

To: EA-18G Growler EIS Project Manager
Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
6506 Hampton Boulevard

Norfolk, VA 23508

Attn: CodeEV21/SS

(b)(6)

Friday Harbor, WA 98250

As homeowners located on the SE corner of San Juan Island, WA we are concerned about the Navy’s
proposed introduction of two additional Growler Expeditionary squadrons and the addition of three
Growler aircraft to the training squadron. The twelve Australian EA-18’Gs and their three year training
program mentioned in the Navy’s November 8, 2013 press release need to be included in the EIS.

The 2005 Environmental Assessment analyzed fifty seven Growler aircraft. It is our understanding that
the number of aircraft to be based at NAS Whidbey is proposed to be ten attack squadrons (five aircraft
per squadron) and ten EA-18G expeditionary aircraft for a total of sixty EA-18G’s and sixty nine P-8's.
This is a total of one hundred and twenty nine aircraft, an increase of one hundred and twenty six
percent in the number of aircraft operating in our area since the 2005 EIS.

We are told that we live in a low noise area because the Navy chooses to measure noise we receive
using averages over a twenty four hour period. Our ears do not average noise. Real-time noise events
need to be measured and used for determining community noise impacts.

Over the past months there have been several incidents when Navy jet aircraft have passed over our
neighborhood at low speed and very low altitude causing a great deal of noise. Our community is not
located in close proximity to NAS runways and we object to low level flight operations being conducted
over Cattle Point on San Juan Island. There is well documented evidence showing correlations between
numerous serious health and sleep disorders caused by elevated noise levels.

We are also concerned about the effect that jet emissions, exhaust and residues will have on humans,
water and air quality. The EA-18G uses 1,200 gallons per hour of JP-5 fuel which seriously contaminates
the flight operations vicinity including the sensitive waters, endangered species, National Monument
lands and National Parks located near our community.

Finally, the economy of San Juan Island is largely based upon tourism. Visitors from all over the world
come to enjoy the pristine beauty and solitude of our island. The increased intrusive noise and over-
flights will have a very negative effect on our fragile economy and should be carefully studied.

Respectfully,
(b)(6)
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 23:15:07

I livein Port Townsend and am writing to request that the EIS evaluate the noise from the NASWI including the
Coupeville OLF.

I moved to Port Townsend in 2003 and have found the noise from Whidbey Island Naval Air Station to be
disturbing and uncomfortable. It has affected my quality of life significantly. Since operations have ceased at the
Outlying Field in Coupeville, it has been abig improvement and | hope that the OLF will be permanently closed.

It would be ideal if the Navy would move all Prowler and Growler units away from this area. It is unfair to the
thousands of people who live here to impose this noise which often lasts for long periods at night. Noise is amajor
contributor to stress and raises blood pressure. People who have chosen to live in thisrural area generally would
like to experience a quiet environment.

Please evaluate fully theimpact of this noise on the lives of residents on Whidbey Island and in Port Townsend.

(b)(6)

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test rea-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-
operational times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War Il eraCoupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, aNational Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:. The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: (type any additional comments you have here)
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This message was sent to (0)(6) by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website.
MoveOn Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as
inappropriate, click here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html 2i=17437-6957009-9UxinT

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions,
no big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensuresthat small contributions go along way. Chip in here.
<https.//civic.moveon.org/donatecd/creditcard.html 2cpn_id=687>

<http://petitions.moveon.org/o?1=17437-6957009-9UxinT >


http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-6957009-9UxinT
https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687
http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-6957009-9UxinT
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Subject: EIS comments

Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 23:52:02
Hello,

I live at North Beach in Port Townsend and am affected by the noise from the naval air station on Whidbey.

SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-
operational times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address al hedlth effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War Il eraCoupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, aNational Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

Thank you,

(b)(6)

<http://petitions.moveon.org/0?i=17437-2159376- GPbexw>
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy

Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 21:25:19

As aresult of our federal lawsuit the Navy has agreed to prepare a detailed Environmental Impact Statement
regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville. We have avery limited
time for each of us to input what we think should be researched and addressed in the EIS. Please, Please take the
time to send in your comments viaemail or hard copy letter to make this scoping of the EIS process effective.
Thank you. Ken Pickard

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE: Test rea-time high noise events on the ground. Don't use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH: Address al health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, aNational Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: i have lived under the flight path for 23 yrs and never have i complained..not until the
growlers started flying...they are unbelievably loud inside my home...please move them to a safer site..its just not
safe here anymore...

This message was sent to ()(6) by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn
Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate,
click here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html ?i=17437-1821388-qOhhdY

Want to make adonation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensuresthat small contributions go along way. Chip in here.
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Subject: Concerns to be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 11:51:25

To whom it does concern,

Y ou have read many messages that follow the outline below, so | won't try to improve upon them — | agree with
them all. | will say that | was aware of the noise issue when we bought the property. After the Navy agree to route
the planes our over the water at night, the situation became more tolerable. However the new planes are louder and
the increase in the number of flight far exceeds anything we expected. The statements made by the Navy that the
new planes would not be a problem - that now constitutes a falsehood, perhaps an outright deception — the Navy
lied to us. Close OLF for good.

Thank you for considering our position in this matter.

(b)(6)

Coupeville, WA 98239
(b)(6)

SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY:: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing Nationa Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real
estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increasesin
Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been usedin 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-
populated areas.
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Date:
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(b)(6)
NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Citizens of the

Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF EA-18G EIS Project
Manager (Code EV21/SS)

Tuesday, December 03, 2013 17:23:30

MY EIS COMMENT FORM.pdf
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Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF
EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code EV21/SS).

To the Navy: WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil
Copy to: citizensoftheebeysreserve2 @gmail.com
From: Ms. Isobel Kameros

P.0.Box 81

Coupeville, WA 98239
All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE: The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI
to determine how they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’t use model averages that include
non-operational times. ]JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF
were “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result
in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including
permanent hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater
susceptibility; and the harm to livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health
Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short,
outdated World War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational,
tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park
of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird
habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has
devastated the local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline
from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t
been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe,
state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

PERSONAL COMMENTS:

1. The Geneva Convention IV states that civilians are afforded the
protections of inhumane treatment. My home is on high bluff waterfront
overlooking Penn Cove, just within the City of Coupeville limits off of
Parker Road. When the Navy conducts touch and go exercises 200 feet
over my house for four hours at a time past midnight they are torturing
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me. [am terrified that a jet will crash into my home. I cannot sleep. I feel
like I'm in a war zone. It has severely compromised my health. During the
summer of 2012 my husband and I experienced ear pain and ringing of the
ears. My dog was hearing perfectly the week before Father’s Day and the
day after the jets did their four hours of touch and go lower than 200 feet
above our house) she was totally deaf. This is cruel and inhumane
punishment.

. The Constitution of the United States guarantees my right to life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness. The touch and go flights directly over my
house has taken away my basic rights. All my retirement money is
invested in my home. I cannotinvite my grandchildren (age 3 and 8) to
visit me from Florida because when the jets are doing their racetrack
above my house, my home is unlivable

. The disclosure I signed in 2003 was a watered down version that is so
vague that literally says nothing. It was approved by the Navy, Island
County Commissioners and written up by a real estate attorney, and
became the official disclosure in 2002.
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ISLAND COUNTY, WASHINGTON
AIRPORT AND AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS NOISE DISCLOSURE

The following is part of the Purchase and Sale Agreemenf dated _A_ggggj 14, 2003

iz I Ll i1k ("Buyer”)
and. ("Seller”)
conceming_1204 NE Bumbam Lot3 Pl Coupeville . WA 98239 {'ihe Property”)

NOTICE

TO: BUYER

The Property is located within an Airport Noise Zone 2 or 3 impacied area. Persons on the premises may be exposed 10 a
significant noise fevel as a resuit of airport bpemhuns Isiand County has placed certain restrictions on construction of
property within airport noise zones. Hef g or | g the above properly, you should consuit the Isiand
County Noise Level Reduction Ordinance {0 determme the reslnc(wns which have been placed on the Property, if any.

tnitials: BUYERM____ gi\l‘i_:_i seusr: LoF oateS /543
R @220 {4 O3 SELLER: DATE:

This disclosure was part of our Title documents when we closed on our
property. Our real estate agent told us it was a formality that everyone on
Whidbey Island signed. Note the size of the print. We were hoodwinked,
as were our neighbors, in buying property directly under the OLF touch






and go flight path. We NEVER would have purchased this property had
we seen the 1992 disclosure. We moved here for the beauty, tranquility
and privacy. We're far enough off of Parker Road so we don’t even hear
any traffic noise. The Navy’s responsibility is to inform people about
overflights, noise, pollution and other hazards (including causing deafness
(we have experienced 100+ decibels inside of our house with the windows
closed) , potential death as a result of a crash (Jets are flying 200 feet
above my house at tree level. I can see the pilot in the cockpit.) so they
can make a wise decision. The Navy’s behavior is atrocious. [ am a
private citizen of the United States and should not be treated like collateral
damage. Idid not sign up for this. I should not be treated like a piece of
garbage which is what you are doing in your disregard of my wellbeing.
THERE ARE OPTIONS FOR MOVING THE OLF TO AN UNPOPULATED
AREA.

. The Navy has created a created a very divisive atmosphere on Whidbey
Island between Oak Harbor and Coupeville. [ am afraid to voice my
opinion. Friends, who have written letters to the editor, have been
threatened with bodily and financial harm all under the patriotic guise of
the “Sound of Freedom”. Aren’t our county’s values based on freedom of
speech and different opinions? This scares me and reminds me of what
led to Nazi Germany and Hitler. This appears to be the “Sound of
Oppression”.

. My health has been drastically impacted. [ am extremely anxious about
the OLF touch and go starting again. My house (which I love but cannot
live in if the touch and go begins again) has been on the market since the
spring but I have no lookers now that the situation here is public
knowledge. My house is on the market at County assessed tax value. All
of our retirement money is invested in our home. We will be forced to
lose hundreds of thousands of dollars. Will the Navy compensate us for
our loss? Why aren’t any of the military officials residing under the touch
and go flight path? Will the Navy purchase my house?

. Remember this is not a popularity contest. Your studies should be based
on facts only. The signatures for keeping OLF open are from Oak Harbor
and not from the people living directly under the touch and go flight path.
The petition that is being presented by the present Island County
Commissioner, Jill Johnson, who represents Oak Harbor is not
representing Coupeville where the touch and go flights are destroying
people’s lives. This petition was initiated by Mac McDowell, former Island
County Commissioner representing Oak Harbor. Mac McDowell was the
Commissioner responsible for changing the 1992 noise disclosure which
was fully supported by Rich Melass, Community Navy Liaison, at the
August 8, 2002 County Commissioner meeting. The majority of people
signing this petition believe we signed the original 1992 noise disclosure.
. I reside on high bluff waterfront and I am very afraid the vibrations from
these growlers will cause a severe landslide. I believe the vibrations from
the growlers contributed to the recent landslide on the west side of
Whidbey Island, approximately five miles south of here. The vibrations





from the planes flying 200 feet above our house cause our house to shake.
[ highly suspect that this intense vibration will cause the ground to liquefy.
. Even this summer when the Navy stopped using the OLF, the constant roar
of the growlers in the distance flying over Oak Harbor reverberating over
Penn Cove is very unpleasant. We never experienced this noise before
2011. Growlers should not be flying and training over any populated
area. The Navy has become a big bully without any concern for the private
citizens they are supposed to be protecting. The OLF in Coupeville
should be closed.
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Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF
EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code EV21/SS).

To the Navy: WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil
Copy to: citizensoftheebeysreserve2 @gmail.com
From: (b)(6)

Coupeville, WA 98239
All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE: The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI
to determine how they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’t use model averages that include
non-operational times. ]JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF
were “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result
in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including
permanent hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater
susceptibility; and the harm to livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health
Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short,
outdated World War II era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational,
tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park
of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird
habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has
devastated the local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline
from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t
been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe,
state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

PERSONAL COMMENTS:

1. The Geneva Convention IV states that civilians are afforded the
protections of inhumane treatment. My home is on high bluff waterfront
overlooking Penn Cove, just within the City of Coupeville limits off of
Parker Road. When the Navy conducts touch and go exercises 200 feet
over my house for four hours at a time past midnight they are torturing
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me. [am terrified that a jet will crash into my home. I cannot sleep. I feel
like I'm in a war zone. It has severely compromised my health. During the
summer of 2012 my husband and I experienced ear pain and ringing of the
ears. My dog was hearing perfectly the week before Father’s Day and the
day after the jets did their four hours of touch and go lower than 200 feet
above our house) she was totally deaf. This is cruel and inhumane
punishment.

. The Constitution of the United States guarantees my right to life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness. The touch and go flights directly over my
house has taken away my basic rights. All my retirement money is
invested in my home. I cannotinvite my grandchildren (age 3 and 8) to
visit me from Florida because when the jets are doing their racetrack
above my house, my home is unlivable

. The disclosure I signed in 2003 was a watered down version that is so
vague that literally says nothing. It was approved by the Navy, Island
County Commissioners and written up by a real estate attorney, and
became the official disclosure in 2002.
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(b)(6)

(b)6)

(b)(6) (b)(6)

This disclosure was part of our Title documents when we closed on our
property. Our real estate agent told us it was a formality that everyone on
Whidbey Island signed. Note the size of the print. We were hoodwinked,
as were our neighbors, in buying property directly under the OLF touch
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and go flight path. We NEVER would have purchased this property had
we seen the 1992 disclosure. We moved here for the beauty, tranquility
and privacy. We're far enough off of Parker Road so we don’t even hear
any traffic noise. The Navy’s responsibility is to inform people about
overflights, noise, pollution and other hazards (including causing deafness
(we have experienced 100+ decibels inside of our house with the windows
closed) , potential death as a result of a crash (]Jets are flying 200 feet
above my house at tree level. I can see the pilot in the cockpit.) so they
can make a wise decision. The Navy’s behavior is atrocious. [ am a
private citizen of the United States and should not be treated like collateral
damage. Idid not sign up for this. I should not be treated like a piece of
garbage which is what you are doing in your disregard of my wellbeing.
THERE ARE OPTIONS FOR MOVING THE OLF TO AN UNPOPULATED
AREA.

. The Navy has created a created a very divisive atmosphere on Whidbey
Island between Oak Harbor and Coupeville. [ am afraid to voice my
opinion. Friends, who have written letters to the editor, have been
threatened with bodily and financial harm all under the patriotic guise of
the “Sound of Freedom”. Aren’t our county’s values based on freedom of
speech and different opinions? This scares me and reminds me of what
led to Nazi Germany and Hitler. This appears to be the “Sound of
Oppression”.

. My health has been drastically impacted. [ am extremely anxious about
the OLF touch and go starting again. My house (which I love but cannot
live in if the touch and go begins again) has been on the market since the
spring but I have no lookers now that the situation here is public
knowledge. My house is on the market at County assessed tax value. All
of our retirement money is invested in our home. We will be forced to
lose hundreds of thousands of dollars. Will the Navy compensate us for
our loss? Why aren’t any of the military officials residing under the touch
and go flight path? Will the Navy purchase my house?

. Remember this is not a popularity contest. Your studies should be based
on facts only. The signatures for keeping OLF open are from Oak Harbor
and not from the people living directly under the touch and go flight path.
The petition that is being presented by the present Island County
Commissioner, Jill Johnson, who represents Oak Harbor is not
representing Coupeville where the touch and go flights are destroying
people’s lives. This petition was initiated by Mac McDowell, former Island
County Commissioner representing Oak Harbor. Mac McDowell was the
Commissioner responsible for changing the 1992 noise disclosure which
was fully supported by Rich Melass, Community Navy Liaison, at the
August 8, 2002 County Commissioner meeting. The majority of people
signing this petition believe we signed the original 1992 noise disclosure.
. I reside on high bluff waterfront and I am very afraid the vibrations from
these growlers will cause a severe landslide. I believe the vibrations from
the growlers contributed to the recent landslide on the west side of
Whidbey Island, approximately five miles south of here. The vibrations
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from the planes flying 200 feet above our house cause our house to shake.
[ highly suspect that this intense vibration will cause the ground to liquefy.
. Even this summer when the Navy stopped using the OLF, the constant roar
of the growlers in the distance flying over Oak Harbor reverberating over
Penn Cove is very unpleasant. We never experienced this noise before
2011. Growlers should not be flying and training over any populated
area. The Navy has become a big bully without any concern for the private
citizens they are supposed to be protecting. The OLF in Coupeville
should be closed.
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From: (b)(6) )

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Subject: Environmental Impact Since Growler Operations Started At U.S. Naval Station At Coupeville OLF
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 1:26:08

from (b)(6)

(b)(6)
Lopez Isand WA 98261
(b)(6)

When we moved to the central west shores of Lopez Island six years ago, we were assured that US Naval jets
would not fly over theidland. Later when we were terrified with sonic booms, we learned of a phone number at
the Air Station where we could report the particulars of incidents. Since the growlers started, the many songhbirds
that we treasured on our property are no longer present. Last week, there was aday when there was multiple
growlings. | think that songbirds don't care for these growlings anymore than The Salish Sea orcas don't care for
the excessive ship traffic noise which endangers their existence.

Without quality of life, peace is meaningless. Please do the right thing here and send the Growlersto a place that is
either without people to hear the noise OR air-conditioned and folk don't listen for nature.

We of The San Juan Islands chose a peaceful community in which to live. Our County, the only U.S. County made

up of only islands was recently designated a U.S. National Monument, protected from inappropriate devel opment.
The noise pollution of Growler or Sonic Booms are inappropriate for this county.

<http://petitions.moveon.org/0?i=17437-1258239- Jt6yJz>
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aPort® e

250 Madison, Suite 2

Own S e n | , Port Townsend, WA 98368
360-379-5047 Cell 360-301-2255

dking@cityofpt.us

Decerhber 30, 2013 B

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
Attn: Code EV21/SS EA-18G EIS Project Manager
6506 Hampton Boulevard

Norfolk, VA 23508

Dear Sir:

As the Mayor of the City of Port Townsend I formally ask for an extension of the comment
period for this EIS beyond January 3" and for a scoping meeting for our community. I was
unaware of this project and that the EIS that had been under development since September until
informed of it only last week by a resident of Whidbey Island. We are directly affected by
operations at Whidbey NAS and I often hear complaints or expressions of concern about the
overflights and noise produced by operations at the base. Despite this impact I am not aware of
any formal or informal notification of this process from the Navy to the City. If the City has
overlooked this I apologize, but I think it essential that our community have an opportunity to
make comments that become part of the formal record of the EIS.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Dol

David King
Mayor ‘
City of Port Townsend

A NATIONAL MAIN STREET COMMUNITY WASHINGTON’S HISTORIC VICTORIAN SEAPORT

T cg s
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Scope of EIS for EA-18G at NASWI
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 22:55:52

Regarding the scope of the Environmental Impact Statement concerning the EA-18G "Growler" operations at Navel
Air Station Whidbey Idland:

The EIS should include impacts on the health of residents in the community, including effects on hearing and
cardiovascular health. Impacts on children in particular should be addressed. This should include effects of noise as
well as pollution from aircraft emissions.

Safety issues al'so need to be addressed, particularly when the EA-18G and EA-6B aircraft are used on the short,
WWiII -eralanding strip at OLF. This has typically involved low-altitude flights over residential and business
communities, putting those on the ground at risk.

There are also impacts to be considered on Ebey's Landing National Historic Reserve. The Reserve provides
valuable wildlife habitat, recreation, tourism and agriculture, in addition to its primary mission of preserving the
historic character of the area. These impacts need to be included within the EIS.

The EA-18G and EA-6B training flights should take place at a safe,state-of -the-art facility in a non-populated
area.

Thank you for considering these concerns in the EIS.

(b)(6)
Coupeville, WA
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 19:54:58

The mandated EIS scope must be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to
determine the full environmental and public health consequences of these low-level, full-throttle flights. Further, it
is essential that there be comprehensive testing in REAL TIME of the high noise levels at on the ground during
flight operations--not overall averages which include non-flying times. While the cumulative effects of high levels
of noise are known, it is also known that short-term exposure causes permanent, serious hearing damage. Don't use
model averages that include non-operational times. There are valid, scientific reports that maximum sound levels
from Growlers at the OLF are “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to
potentially result in permanent hearing loss.” ( See JGL Acoustics report of decibel levels at ground level taken
while children were at play near the sampling site.)

Further health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, include blood pressure and cardiac
problems--especially in children--as well as harm to livestock and wildlife.  Studies by the World Health
Organization, the U.S. Department of Transportation, and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency support our
position and our concerns.

In terms of public safety aside from health concerns, examination of how pilots and residents are at risk
whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11 era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over
residences, public spacesand businesses. The OLF was not built for jet aircraft; rather it was for propeller-driven
planes. Itis, outdated, obsolete and dangerous for any flight operations at all.

Other issues which must be included in the EIS include examination of the effects of OLF flight operations on
the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a
National Park of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird
habitat.

Itis clear that the Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’'t been used nor apparently
needed in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art
facilitiesin non-populated regions, such as Eastern Washington or other unpopulated areas of this or other states.

(b)(6)
Coupeville Residents
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From: (b)(6)

To: Welding, Mike T CIV NAS Whidbey Is, NO1P; Nortier, Michael K CAPT CO NAS Whidbey Is, NOO; NAVFAC LANT
VAQ ops EIS

Subject: Audio of tonight

Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 1:01:10

Attachments: COER Harassment.mp3

Captain, Gentlemen;

Wanted you gents to hear the audio of what went down tonight. | normally pack an iPod touch w/ an audio
recorder for PUBLIC meetingsfor notetaking purposes and to cover my butt when these confrontations happen.
The public support I'm getting is outstanding

<https.//www.facebook.com/| SUPPORTTHENA SWIOL F/posts/2248018876935827

comment_id=649275& reply_comment_id=649339& offset=0& total_comments=15-if_t=feed comment_reply>

and GrowlerNoise.com views of my write-up <http://www.growlernoise.com/2013/12/dear-larry-tilba-if-that-is-
your-name.html> are high already.

You can breathe easy | have no intention of making public anything but the attachment of Larry Tilba— if that’s his
name — confronting me and bullying me. But | want you and the public to hear COER unhinged and hear what led
to my outburst.

| have reached out to Michael Monson to ask him to apologize as COER’s new President. Asyou will listen, you
will hear some of the most vile personal attacks possible and to think they were lobbed by aretired OH
schoolteacher, wow. | was also literally looking at several times for routes of escape because | had enough of the
blasphemy out of the mouth of the COER bully.

In the future — read Wednesday — | don’'t intend to engage much with COER and Garrett Newkook. That’s not your
thing and | respect that.

Onelast thing: | yelled for you Captain Nortier because you know I’'m agood guy, I'm “Blue Force”, I'm OHNL
and yet according to that Coupeville Town Marshal I’'m “disruptive” on “private property”. We'll see each other
tomorrow (Wednesday) and | will civilly talk about this. On separate cover, | will inform OHNL President Slowik
of events.

Please listen to the audio either attached or at http://www.growlernoise.com/2013/12/dear -larry-tilba-if-that-is-
your-name.html as able. Please make sure for me ALL the EIS staff get the audio and are prepared.

Respectfully;
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From: (b)(6) )

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 20:11:51

Attachments: 2013_12 02_17_10_09.pdf
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Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at the Coupeville OLF

To the Navy: WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil
Copy to: citizensoftheebeysreserve2 @gmail.com

Nanette and Ken Leaman
From:

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE: The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to
determine how they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above
the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the
harm to livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War Il era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared
to increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in

6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in
non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: The area is too densely populated now. This may have worked once
but things have changed too drastically and it is time for change. We agree with all of the things
stated above. It is time and this sorely needs to be addressed. Please make this a top priority. There
are many other places that the Navy can be doing this training. Respectfully,

Nanette and Ken Leaman
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From: (b)(6)
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Subject: Re: EA-18G “Growler” EIS Operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Friday, December 06, 2013 0:16:59
To the Navy,

I amin sympathy with the citizens on Whidbey Island and the damage to their well-being and health from the
effects of flights from the outdated Coupeville OLF.

In addition, those of usin Port Townsend, who live not many miles across the water are also negatively impacted
in the same manner, athough less so,

due to the distance. Some of those flights were also within our airspace and it was noticeable. We experienced
the noise pollution and | have safety, health and environmental concerns. I'm also concerned what it does to our
tourist business, upon which we depend to a great extent.

"All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’t use model averages that include non-
operational times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address al hedlth effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War 11 eraCoupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, aNational Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-populated areas.”

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Port Townsend, WA 98368
(b)(6)
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Subject: Whidbey Island Naval Air Station EIS--EA-18G Growlers
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 21:39:38

To the Whidbey Island Naval Air Station EIS Hearing Board,

I am unable to attend this week's three Scoping Open Houses for the
Whidbey Island Naval Air Station EIS for EA-18G Growlers. However, | would
like to comment viaemail.

I am along time resident of San Juan County and am frequently impacted by
the noise from Whidbey Island Naval Air Station jet noise. | have over the
years attended meetings, monitored and recorded jet noise decibel levels

on Lopez Island and made jet noise complaints to the Whidbey Island Naval
Air Station. | do not want additional Growler squadrons and replacement
Aircraft added to the current fleet.

| am concerned about health issues related to the high decibel levels from
the military jets flying overhead. It is well-documented that thereis a
strong correlation between noise and heart disease, strokes, high blood
pressure, hearing damage and stress related disorders. | know, | have
personally experienced anxiety, loss of sleep and high blood pressure as a
result have having to live with the often continuous and high noise levels
from Whidbey Island Naval Air Station.

I am concerned with theimpact on the local environment, wildlife and

local economy. The Bureau of Land Management lands in the San Juans have
recently been designated a National Monument. We are experiencing arise

in tourists to visit these specia sites. Loud, low flying military

aircraft negatively impact these properties and negatively impress those
visiting the areas and negatively impact the local economy.

I am also concerned about Salish Seas endangered Orca population. Noise
caused by Whidbey Island Naval Air Station may impact their survival.

I am concerned about the air pollution caused by jet fuel dumping over the
Salish Sea and the San Juan Islands. | have personally experienced the
"kerosene" smell of military jet fuel dumping at my home on Lopez Island a
number of times and am concerned about the harm those dumped fuels cause
to sealife and our island environments.

| do not want to have additional squadrons and replacement jet Growlers
added to Whidbey Island Naval Air Station. | realize the Naval Station has
been on Whidbey Island for many years. However, the population around the
base has increased substantially; we have anew San Juan County National
Monument to protect and we have endangered orca whales to preserve.

Thank you.
(b)(6)

Lopez Idland, WA 98261
(b)(6)
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: OLF citizen Growler commentary for the EIS
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 19:14:22
Dear Navy,

| am sure you will be seeing the same commentary below the line
numerous times. While | agree 100% with everything below theline, |
would like

to add afew additional pointsthat | don't want to be overlooked.

1) The Navy has historically been very unwilling to announce when
flights would occur (either no warning at al or not in atimely
fashion)

- outdoor activities are ruined/refunded (significant financial
loss for event planner not to mention a fun time destroyed for al)

- vacation rentals are ruined/refunded (significant financial
loss for the owner, not to mention the destruction of someone's
vacation)

2) Sleep deprivation - when | purchased my home in 2005 | was told no
flights after 11 pm. That was true for awhile, but in 2011/12/13
flights were

still ongoing at 1 AM! Frequently! With no warning, and no idea
when it would end. That is 100% unacceptable to anyone's health that
does

not have a body rhythm set to working graveyard shift - be sure
that is addressed under the health section.

3) Drones are the future. Use the OLF for drone testing and rel ocate
the old, noisy, polluting, obsolete, fuel guzzlers outside of any

natural reserve - the OLF was never meant for the current use
anyway (contrary to popular belief from sources unknown)

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G
“Growler” EIS:

SCOPE: The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and
EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they impact the local
communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don't use
model averages that include non-operational times. JGL Acoustics
reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above
the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to
potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet
aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage, blood pressure
and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and
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the harm to livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World
Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the
Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11 era Coupeville OLF and flies
at low atitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the
valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife usesin

Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of
environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important
wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of
the OLF has devastated the local real estate market. Home salesin the
OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF
(which hasn't been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all

EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities

in non-populated areas.

Best Regards,
(b)(6)

Concerned Citizen of Central Whidbey



From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Subject: EIS for EA-18G "Growler" Operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 17:19:52
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Dear review officer:

As aconcerned citizen of Coupeville areawho resides within 1.5 miles
of the Coupeville OLF, | request that the following be addressed in the
EIS for the EA-18G operations at the field:

SCOPE:
The EIS should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at
NASWI to determine how they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground at representative
locationsfor all the flight patterns typically used for OLF practice.

Don't use model averages that include non-operationa times. JGL
Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were
“well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough
to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address al health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet

aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage, blood pressure
and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and

the harm to livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by The World

Health Organization, The U.S. Department of Transportation, and The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY:: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy
uses the Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and
businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the
recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing
National Historic Reserve, a national reserve of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and
migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the
OLF has affected the local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF

area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases

in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: Consider the alternatives for permanent relocation
of all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to state-of-the-art facilities
in non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: When | purchased my lot at (0)(6) in 1998 and
when | applied for abuilding permit in 2003, the county office of

building and community devel opment apprised me of sound insulation

levels for the decibel level that was then typical of flights at that

time. The residence | build in 2003-04 meets those standards. In

subsequent years until 2011, noise was at the tolerable levels | was
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apprised of, and flights never ran past 11:00 pm (and ended earlier than
that except in May-August). Things changed in 2011 and 2012. The planes
were much much louder, flights were more frequent and ran for many more
daysin arow, and numerous times in the summer they went past 11:00 pm.
Clearly acompletely new EIS that accounts for these changesis necessary.

Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely,
(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Coupeville, WA 98239
(b)(6)
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From: (b)(6) .

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Subject: Coupeville OLF

Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 19:52:52

| am opposed to continuing or additional flights over any and all neighborhoods in the general Skagit and Island
counties of Washington State to give relief to citizens who endure the noise and other environmental pollutions
produced by Navy Jets.

Regarding specifically the EA18G Growler EIS:

The following items should be studied before flights resume or additional training flights are scheduled at
NASWI/OLF:

1

The whiny pitch of the Growler is particularly offensive. Will the Navy instigate a study of the impact of the
pitch of the Growler on human beings? That is to say that dB is not the only consideration. The pitch, the noise
levels beyond human hearing and the duration of the noise al contribute to the impact on the human body. The
Navy isresponsible to do athorough study on the impact of this noise on the human body since the jets create the
noise that impacts citizens of Island and Skagit counties.

2.

The Navy received recommendations in 2009 about noise reduction but chose jet performance over the
health and safety of citizens on the ground. Does the Navy now recognize the impact of that decision and will they
reconsider those recommendations and future recommendations in adifferent light?

3.

Studies suggest that loud noise over schoolsimpairs learning. The Navy has an opportunity to study this
in depth here on Whidbey Island. | work at a preschool in Oak Harbor that suffers aimost daily flyovers. | think it is
essential to study the impact on children. Will the Navy instigate a study on the impact of jet noise on school
children?

4.

Will the Navy be able to adhere to local noise ordinances that apply to all other businesses and
individuals? That is— maintain quiet after 10:00 pm and reduce dB to livable levels?

5.

Will the Navy do a study on varying the flight paths so that no neighborhood has to put up with jet noise
for more than a consecutive 48 hour period?

6. Doesthat Navy understand that loud noise has a greater impact on the elderly than on ayoung person and
that 1sland and Skagit counties have large populations of elderly ? Will the Navy do some specific studies on the
health effects such as stress, increased blood pressure, cortisol, sleep deprivation and heart problems associated
with loud, disturbing noise?

(b)(6)

Coupeville, WA
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EIS

Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 20:15:40

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test rea-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-
operational times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address al heath effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Include the impact on children's education when
they arrive at school under the influence of sleep loss due to late night flying.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War Il eraCoupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, aNational Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and I1sland County in general.

ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in
6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-
populated areas.

PET HEALTH: Far too many dogs and cats within the fly path of OLF are diagnhosed and put down due to
cancer. Please include in your study the effects of the jet noise and pollution on the dogs and cats within aten mild
radius of the OLF field.



mailto:NAVFAC.LANTVAQopsEIS@navy.mil
mailto:citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

1305

From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Subject: “Growler” Operations

Date: Friday, December 06, 2013 19:05:23

Dear Navy Operation
I am concerned about the flights over Port Townsend. In spite of safety issues, plane accidents occur in this great
country, and to have learning or practice flights occur over populated areas is asking for trouble.

Also,the flights near the shoreline creates a vibration off the bluffs and increases the noise factor.

This makes me wonder if thismay contributeto the bluff erosion that we experience here, and the erosion on
Whidby Island.

Sincerely
(b)(6)

Port Townsend, WA
98368
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Subject: U.S. Navy Environmental Impact Study : OLF, Coupeville, WA : Citizen Comment
Date: Thursday, December 05, 2013 19:07:12

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Please test real -time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-
operational times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Please addressall health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Please consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War Il eraCoupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Please examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, aNational Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Please consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and I1sland County in general.

ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6

months) and permanently relocate al EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-
populated areas.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Coupeville, WA 98239

(b)(6)
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 16:50:50

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test rea -time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing |oss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War |1
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing Nationa Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Subject: Comments for Scoping

Date: Thursday, December 05, 2013 14:19:12

A copy of this email was deposited in the comment box at the Coupeville scoping meeting.

(b))

Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF

To the Navy: WhidbeyEl S@navy.mil <mailto:WhidbeyEl S@navy.mil

Copy to: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
<mailto:citizensoftheebeysreserve?2@gmail.com>

From:

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE: The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at
NASWI to determine how they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’t use model averages that include
non-operational times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above
the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address al health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including
permanent hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the
harm to livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short,
outdated World War Il era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational,
tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of
environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has
devastated the local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012,
compared to increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn't
been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art
facilitiesin non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS:

In addition to the above issues and concerns | have four more comments.
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1. Inthe Ebey's Landing National Historical Reserve we have more than 400 structures listed on the
National Historic Registry. We have 20 homesthat date back to the 1850 - 1860's, which is more than any other
community in the NW. There is concern that the high decibels from the Growlers negatively affects the structural
condition and strength of these national treasures. This needs to be evaluated in the EIS.

2. Quality of life. Thisisof great and immediate concern. Anexample: My family has lived in the
Ebey's Landing National Historical Reserve since 1921 - long before such adesignation. Due to theincreasein
flights, and the impact of the highly increased sound levels of the Growler, | am not physically able to remain in
my home when the planes are utilizing OLF. Additionally, | am unable to conduct my business as a mental health
therapist during touch and go flights due to the extreme decibels, as a conversation cannot be conducted. Impact on
my community: | am on5 Boards of Directors on the Island. Because | cannot remain in my home, and must seek
shelter elsewhere possibly off Island, | may not be available to contribute my time or attend meetings. Coupeville is
avibrant old style community where people have dreams and make them happen through volunteerism. | am
aware of anumber of people talking about relocating and losing money on their property, if it can even be sold. At
the very least the intrusion of such intense noise is degrading our community and lifestyles. This must be assessed
in the EIS.

3. Coupeville isthe 2nd oldest town in the state of Washington and has been committed in retaining
our historic aesthetic over al the years while most other towns have capitulated to big box stores, drive-ins and
unfettered growth. That has not only maintained the vibrancy, and small town lifestyle, but has resulted in
Coupeville being a significant tourist destination. The EIS must address the impact of the Growlers on the economy
of our merchants over time aswe know, already, that tourists are turning away due to the intrusion.

4. Farming: Central Whidbey is becoming an important location for small farms and natural, or
organic, growing. This isan important source of nutrition for our local community through farmer's markets,
CSA'sand grocery stores. It isalso attracting a significant number of young, mostly college graduate, interns who
want to learn how to farm and grow food. Unfortunately, the noise over Ebey's Prairie is so intrusive that these
farmers are unable to work in the fields during the touch and go flights. This must be addressed in the EIS.
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From: (b)

To: ﬁ@VFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EA-18G "Growler" EIS

Date: Friday, December 06, 2013 12:02:07
12-6-2013

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment. This evaluation should include, at minimum, the following:

Tests of real -time high noise events on the ground. Don’t use model averages that include non-operational times.
JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels requiring
hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage,
blood pressure and cardiac problems, how children have a greater susceptibility and the harm to livestock and
wildlife. Please consider the studies by: The World Health Organization, The U.S. Department of Transportation
and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War |1 era
Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife usesin
Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, aNational Park of environmental, cultural, and historical significance
and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real estate market. Home sales
in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increasesin Langley, Freeland and
Island Counties.

The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently
relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

Thank you.
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(b)(6)

Port Townsend, WA 98368-7123

(b)(6)
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy

Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 15:36:45

Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “ Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF To the Navy:

WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil Copy to: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com From: (b)(6)
(b)(6)

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-populated aress.

OTHER COMMENTS: We live close to the center of town in Coupeville. When we chose our home we made
sure our home was outside the flight pattern for the OLF; however, we have had to make numerous calls to the
Navy to inform them that their pilots were flying right over our house. This aso means that they were very close or
right over Whidbey General Hospital. We have been told that each new set of pilots makes the mistake of flying
outside the pattern at first. Evenif thisis true, shouldn't these "new" pilots be trained in an areathat alowsa
margin of error without subjecting unwilling citizens and hospital patients to unreasonable noise levels?

This message was sent to (b)(6) by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn Civic
Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email asinappropriate, click

here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html ?i=17437-6657670-RR7FHC

Want to make adonation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
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big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensuresthat small contributions go along way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatecd/creditcard.html 2cpn _id=687>

<http://petitions.moveon.org/0?1=17437-6657670-RR7TFHC>
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From: (b)(6) )

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: NASWI /EIS

Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 15:42:41

Writing to tell you that the level of noise from the Prowlers and the Growlers over the town of Coupeville and the
National Ebey’s Reserve is completely excessive and abusive. | applaud the EIS and would like the study to cover
all aspects of the noise generated by the overflights on children, the elderly, farm animals. It is also hurting tourism
and home values in the area. The airfield has really become an obsolete place that the Navy should no longer
consider using. If it were till viable the zoning around the airfield should have changed long ago to disallow
people to build homes and have their families and businessesin the area, but thisis not the case. Lives have grown
up around the field and it needs to be recognized that the field does not suit the Navy’s needs anymore.

| fully support the work of the Citizens of Ebey’s Reserve to close down the airfield: their activism on this matter
has been so strong and heartfelt because they are truly suffering under the noise. Please make sure that their needs
for apeaceful life are well documented in your study.

The sounds are frightening and completely inappropriate for awell-populated area.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)
Langley WA
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From: (b)(6) )

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensofthebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EIS for Growler Operations

Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 13:40:38
Greetings,

I live on Lopez Island and am one of the many who are concerned about the noise involved with the EA-18G
“Growler” testing being done at Whidbey. The noise from there has increasingly grown intolerable, day and night.
Acoustics reports are that maximum sound levels from the Growlers at the OLF were wll above levels requireing
hearing protection and are high enough to potentially cause permanent hearing loss.

In addition to the health effects of the noise and the toxic aircraft pollution on people, the noise harms livestock and
wildlife.

There is also significant negative effect on our recreational, tourist, agriculture and wildlife activities on Lopez, as
well ason real estate values. Houses in the OLF have steeply declined in sales since 2008 when compared to areas
where jets are NOT flying over.

| feel the Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OFL and relocate al of this training to non-popul ated areas.
The sooner, the better.

Thank you.

(b)(6)
Lopez Idand, WA

(b)(6)
Lopez Idland, WA 98261
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS; citizensoftheebeysreserve2@amail.com
Subject: US Navy is Being Heard (too much)

Date: Friday, December 06, 2013 10:53:49

Dear sirs:

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “ Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:

The EI'S scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War Il
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: If themission isto protect our freedoms, please consider the freedom from noise and fear
inducing bombers. We hold our peace of mind to be precious, and life-sustaining.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)
Hadlock, Wa
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Subject: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy

Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 11:49:49

From:  (b)6) - Newcastle, WA 98056; (0)(6)

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
SCOPE:
The EI'S scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-populated aress.

OTHER COMMENTS: The above comments summarize my feelings.

This message was sent to (b)(6) by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn Civic
Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email asinappropriate, click

here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html 2i=17437-8548407-vEvuhA
Want to make adonation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no

big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensuresthat small contributions go along way. Chip in here.
<https:.//civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html ?cpn_id=687>

<http://petitions.moveon.org/0?1=17437-8548407-vFvuhA >
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 23:11:53

To Whom It May Concern:

This correspondence is addressed to those who may effect change in the manner in which hard working, tax paying,
lawful citizens are being treated by the U.S. Navy, specifically, NASWhidbey. We made the error of purchasing
property near Coupeville. We were assured that the OLF was seldom used, and that although most residents did
not like the planes flying overhead, it was infrequent. We noticed almost immediately, that the flights were
increasing, and the noise level was not tolerable. After repeated callsto NASWI, we were given sympathetic
conversation, but the aerial assault continued. The spring and summer of 2012 was outrageous. Human beings
simply cannot live safe, healthy lives, when these horrendous planes are flying directly over their homes. The
discussion of wildlife and domesticated animals has to be addressed, as well asthat of human life. The decibels
registered on the ground, from the planes that are ripping across the peaceful skies of Coupeville, are incompatible
with the health of any living creature. Both humans and unprotected animals will develop hearing loss and
eventual total deafness, after repeated exposure to the noise level created by these monster planes.

| fear not only for damage to my hearing, | additionally have developed a heightened sense of awareness to any
airplane noise. This must be aform of PTSD, after experiencing planes flying so low over my property, that |
really can see the metal work. | truly fear their approach, and worry that they may crash on my house or the
surrounding neighborhood. It isterrifying. | aso believe that the exhaust from these horrific planes must be
poisoning our air, water, and the very ground where we try to grow organic foods. Itiscruel and unusual
punishment for any people to inflict thiskind of treatment on citizens who are forced to pay taxesto support their
torture. | cannot believe sometimesthat | redly live in afree United States of America. | thought that only
dictatorships and Communist countries treated citizens in this manner.

To compound the damage of constant worry about losing hearing, being constantly nervous when any airplaneis
heard, worrying about the purity of my food, air, and water, being depressed when | see animals in the fields near
the flight path drop their heads in fear when the planes fly over, our property values have gone down. We have
lost two opportunities to sell our property, when the prospective buyers found out that we were in the flight path of
the OLF. Doesthe Navy plan to buy our homes, so that we may leave this place of torture, and try to start over
again?

| truly believe that it would be a sound fiscal decision on the part of the government and the Navy, to remove the
OLF from Whidbey Island. There is an abundance of nonresidential land in Washington State. Why bel eaguer
innocent citizens and helpless animals? Why cause financial calamity for hundreds of retirees, who were defrauded
when they thought that they were purchasing alittle piece of aquiet, peaceful paradise? Do you wish to harm US
citizens? If the use of the OLF resumes, it is only a matter of time before law suits begin. How will NASWI
respond when the government has to begin buying hundreds of homes, after it is found out that citizens were
begging the Navy to close the OLF, and they were disregarded? | really would like to have answers to these
guestions.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Ken Pickard" <noreply@list.moveon.org>
Subject: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy

Date: December 2, 2013 1:27:28 PM PST
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To: (b)(6)

Reply-To: "Ken Pickard" <kenpickard28@gmail.com>

As aresult of our federal lawsuit the Navy has agreed to prepare a detailed Environmental Impact Statement
regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville. We have avery limited
time for each of usto input what we think should be researched and addressed in the EIS. Please, Please take the
time to send in your comments viaemail or hard copy letter to make this scoping of the EIS process effective.
Thank you. Ken Pickard

Select FORWARD from your email

Inyour email TO: type WhidbeyEl S@navy.mil

Inyour email cc: type citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Y ou can now enter your Name and Comments in the document inserted below

5. If youlike you can delete the excess verbiage above the document by placing your cursor and

O o

backspacing

6. Send Commentsto the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF To the
Navy: WhidbeyElIS@navy.mil Copy to: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail .com
From:

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-
operational times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Addressall health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War Il eraCoupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: (type any additional comments you have here)

This message was sent to (b)(6) by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn
Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email asinappropriate,
click here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html ?i=17437-6308116-ntRQV 8

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions,


http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-6308116-ntRQV8
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no big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensuresthat small contributions go along way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatecd/creditcard.html 2cpn _id=687>

<http://petitions.moveon.org/0?i=17437-6308116-ntROV 8>
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: "Growler" EIS concerns

Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 20:29:46
Dear Navy Dept.,

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE: Test rea -time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing Nationa Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-
populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: While | could mention as an example; how would you like aircraft fly-by sounds in your
backyard, it would probably be music to your ears. As an ex USAF commanding officer, | too like airplanes. BUT

I do not like noise and pollution; it is damaging as noted above. It can be managed.

So, how would you like it if you lived nearby atrash agency who had bad odors floating by your house now and
then? Or if ahospital nearby ran its ambulance siren asit went down your street in front of your house? Or if a
fireworks manufacturer did explosive testing that shook your house? Not pleasant even if it was in the interest of
public protection. | could give more examples but you get the point....noise and pollution is damaging and
annoying...and it can be managed/controlled.

Sincerely,

(b))
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From: (b

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: @tizensoftheebeysreservez@gmaiI.com

Subject: omments to the Navy regarding the EIS for "Growler" Operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 21:34:56

TO: Navy Dept

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test rea-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address al health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmenta Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War |1
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been usedin 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-
populated areas.
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 13:54:26

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Addressall health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-populated aress.

OTHER COMMENTS: (type any additional comments you have here)

This message was sent to (B)(6) by (b)(6) through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn
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Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email asinappropriate,
click here: http:/petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html 2i=17437-9134781- AnnL Q9

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensuresthat small contributions go along way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatecd/creditcard.html 2cpn_id=687>

<http://petitions.moveon.org/0?1=17437-9134781-AnnL Q9>
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From: (b)(6) _on behalf of (b)(6)
To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensofthebaysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy

Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 20:58:38

Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF

The follow following concerns need to be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test rea-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss." | live on Lopez
Island and the noise is deafening - both from engine testing and planes flying over.

HEALTH: Please addressall health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems. It isimportant to consider that children have a greater
susceptibility to noise. We should also not ignore the harm to livestock and wildlife.

SAFETY: The planes fly right over our school which to meisareal Safety issue - residents are at risk whenever
the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11 era Coupeville OLF and flies at low atitudes over the school,
residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses. Parks such as Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat and parks on Lopez Island -
Pt. Coville and other areas.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: | believe that the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real
estate market, especially for homes near or across the water from the NAS. Home sales in the OLF area have
shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases in Langley, Freeland and Island County in
general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-
populated areas.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Lopez Island, WA 98261
(b)(6)
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 0:38:51

| am (b)(6) . | livein Freeland, Washington.

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test rea -time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing |oss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider howpilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations onthe valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider howthe louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real
estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increases
in Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the
outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate al EA-18G and EA-6B
flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: | am 74 yearsold. | remember with continuing trepidation the messages my elementary
school teachers sent when they explained why | had to get under my desk and cover my neck to prevent radiation
exposure from an A-bomb or H-bomb. Our children should not be exposed to any stimuli connected with warfare.
It produces long-lasting symptoms of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.
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Comments to The Navy

On ‘Growler” Jet Flights at Coupeville’s Outlying Field (OLF)



TO:  	U.S. NAVY at email WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil  (or US mail to: EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code EV21/SS); NAVFAC Atlantic; 6506 Hampton Blvd; Norfolk, VA, 23508) 



COURTESY COPY TO:  citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com



FROM: ________Leigh Smith_________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________



Please address the following concerns in the Environmental Impact Statement being prepared for EA-18G Growler Airfield operations at Naval Air Station, Whidbey Island, WA



NOISE:  Real-time high noise events experienced with each touch-and-go operation rather than averages over periods when the jets aren’t even flying  need special attention. JGL Acoustics Inc. found that maximum sound levels from Growler Jets using the OLF were “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”  

HEALTH:  Numerous peer-reviewed studies document that aircraft noise can permanently damage hearing, raise blood pressure, and harm livestock and wildlife, and children have greater susceptibility to harm.    Studies include those by:  World Health Organization; US Department of Transportation, and the US Environmental Protection Agency. 

SAFETY:  Flights over populated areas pose potential safety problems. Pilots and residents are at risk when the Navy uses this short, outdated World War II era OLF.   

ENVIRONMENT:  The OLF sits next to Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve, a 24,000-acre  unit of the National Park system that has nationally significant cultural, historic and natural resources.  It contains important wildlife and migratory bird habitat, supports rare and endangered plant species, and is enjoyed by thousands of visitors and residents annually from all over the world to learn about Pacific Northwest history.  Please fully consider the real effects of OLF operations on these significant values.

REAL ESTATE VALUES:  Louder and more frequent (300%) uses of the OLF since 2006 increasing public awareness of life impacts under the OLF jet shadow are reducing the buying population in the greater Coupeville area. Home sales in that area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, whereas sales in Langley and Freeland and in Island County, have increased during that period. With the continued jet problem this downward spiral is certain to escalate.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:  The OLF has not been used for almost six months, during which time training has been conducted elsewhere.  As an adjunct to its Norfolk area base, the Navy was prepared to build a new OLF and buy out property owners in coastal North Carolina.  The Navy should consider similar permanent alternatives to the use of the Coupeville OLF.

I was a National Park Service Operations Manager/Resource Management Specialist  at Ebey's Landing NHR for many years. I have a background of natural and cultural resource management. While working in my office at 593 Fort Casey Road, near Patmore Road, when the jets were flying I was unable to function and do my work, and would have to leave my office until the flights were over.  This  is not good for business, whether government or private sector work is involved. Many people now work from their homes and when the windows are rattling, work is not getting accomplished. The health hazards associated with these noise levels should not be underestimated. Sleeping at night is difficult if not impossible while the jets are flying. This has adverse effects on the human population and one's ability to function the following day (sleep deprivation). This is an opportunity to assess alternative sites for these 'touch and go" actions. Please consider a remote site in an unpopulated area as one alternative for this operation required by the Navy.

Thank you for taking these comments into consideration.

Sincerely,

Leigh Smith

704 South Main Street, P.O. Box 72

Coupeville, WA 98329
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Comments to The Navy

On ‘Growler” Jet Flights at Coupeville’s Outlying Field (OLF)

TO: U.S.NAVY at email WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil (or US mail to: EA-18G EIS Project
Manager (Code EV21/SS); NAVFAC Atlantic; 6506 Hampton Blvd; Norfolk, VA, 23508)

COURTESY COPY TO: citizensoftheebeysreserve2 @gmail.com

FROM: ()6

Please address the following concerns in the Environmental Impact Statement being
prepared for EA-18G Growler Airfield operations at Naval Air Station, Whidbey
Island, WA

NOISE: Real-time high noise events experienced with each touch-and-go operation rather than
averages over periods when the jets aren’t even flying need special attention. JGL Acoustics Inc.
found that maximum sound levels from Growler Jets using the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Numerous peer-reviewed studies document that aircraft noise can permanently
damage hearing, raise blood pressure, and harm livestock and wildlife, and children have greater
susceptibility to harm. Studies include those by: World Health Organization; US Department of
Transportation, and the US Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Flights over populated areas pose potential safety problems. Pilots and residents are at
risk when the Navy uses this short, outdated World War Il era OLF.

ENVIRONMENT: The OLF sits next to Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve, a 24,000-acre
unit of the National Park system that has nationally significant cultural, historic and natural
resources. It contains important wildlife and migratory bird habitat, supports rare and endangered
plant species, and is enjoyed by thousands of visitors and residents annually from all over the world
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to learn about Pacific Northwest history. Please fully consider the real effects of OLF operations on
these significant values.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Louder and more frequent (300%) uses of the OLF since 2006 increasing
public awareness of life impacts under the OLF jet shadow are reducing the buying population in
the greater Coupeville area. Home sales in that area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012,
whereas sales in Langley and Freeland and in Island County, have increased during that period.
With the continued jet problem this downward spiral is certain to escalate.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The OLF has not been used for almost six months, during which time
training has been conducted elsewhere. As an adjunct to its Norfolk area base, the Navy was
prepared to build a new OLF and buy out property owners in coastal North Carolina. The Navy
should consider similar permanent alternatives to the use of the Coupeville OLF.

I was a National Park Service Operations Manager/Resource Management Specialist
at Ebey’s Landing NHR for many years. I have a background of natural and cultural
resource management. While working in my office at 593 Fort Casey Road, near
Patmore Road, when the jets were flying I was unable to function and do my work, and
would have to leave my office until the flights were over. This is not good for business,
whether government or private sector work is involved. Many people now work from
their homes and when the windows are rattling, work is not getting accomplished. The
health hazards associated with these noise levels should not be underestimated.
Sleeping at night is difficult if not impossible while the jets are flying. This has adverse
effects on the human population and one's ability to function the following day (sleep
deprivation). This is an opportunity to assess alternative sites for these 'touch and go'
actions. Please consider a remote site in an unpopulated area as one alternative for
this operation required by the Navy.

T

Thank you for taking these comments into consideration.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Coupeville, WA 98329
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| Scoping Meeting Comment Form

“Thank you for attending the scopmg meetmg for the Env;ronmental Impact Statement (EIS) for
the EA-18G Growler Airfield Operations at NAS Whidbey Tsland. To be most helpful
comments should be clearly written and describe specific issues or topics. Comments may be
submitted in one of the following four ways: (1) Provide written comments at today's public
meeting; (2) Speak with the stenographer, who will record your comments; (3) Submit your
comments on the project website at www.whidbeyeis.com; or (4) Write your comments and..
mail them to: Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, 6506 Hampton Boulevard
Norfolk, VA 23508, Attn: Code EV21/SS. All comments submitted as part of the scoplng
penod must be submltted by January 3, 2014.
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Scoping Meeting Comment Form

Thank you for attending the scoping meeting for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for
the EA-18G Growler Airfield Operations at NAS Whidbey Island. To be most helpful,
comments should be clearly written and describe specific issues or topics. Comments may be
submitted in one of the following four ways: (1) Provide written comments at today's public
meeting; (2) Speak with the stenographer, who will record your comments; (3) Submit your
comments on the project website at www, whidbeyeis.com; or (4) Write your comments and
mail them to: Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, 6506 Hampton Boulevard,
Norfolk, VA 23508, Attn: Code EV21/SS. All comments submitted as part of the scoping

penod must be submitted by January 3, 2014.
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Thank you for attending the scoping meeting for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for
the EA-18G Growler Airfield Operations at NAS Whidbey Island. To be most helpful,
comments should be clearly written and describe specific issues or topics. Comments may be
submitted in one of the following four ways: (1) Provide written comments at today's public
meeting; (2) Speak with the stenographer, who will record your comments; (3) Submit your
comments on the project website at www. whidbeyeis.com; or (4) Write your comments and
mail them to: Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, 6506 Hampton Boulevard,

- Norfolk, VA 23508, Attn: Code EV21/SS. Al comments submltted as part of the scoping

penod must be submitted by January 3, 2014
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From: (b)(6) .

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: EA-18G "Growler" EIS

Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 15:08:55

Begin forwarded message:

From: (b)(6)

Date: December 3, 2013 12:04:08 PM PST
To: whidbeyElIS@navy.mil

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Subject: EA-18G 'Growler' EIS

Begin forwarded message:

Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “ Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code
EV21/SS).

From: (b)(6)
All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE: The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they impact
thelocal communities and environment.

NOISE: Test rea-time high noise events on the ground. Don't use model averages that include non-operationa times. JGL
Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are
high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Addressal health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage, blood
pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock and wildlife. Reference studies
by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War |1 era Coupeville
OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses
in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important
wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real estate market.
Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island
County in general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and
permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS:

Additional comments to be delivered at today's scoping meeting
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From: (b)(6) .

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EA-18G "Growler" EIS

Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 15:08:13

Begin forwarded message:

From: Citizens of the Ebey's Reserve <CitizensoftheEbeysReserve2@gmail.com>
Date: November 29, 2013 10:58:16 AM PST

To: (b)(6)

Subject: Better instructions for sending EIS Comments to the Navy

Reply-To: Citizens of the Ebey's Reserve <CitizensoftheEbeysReserve2@gmail.com>

Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “ Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code
EV21/SS).

From: (b)(6)
All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE: The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they impact
thelocal communities and environment.

NOISE: Test rea-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational times. JGL
Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are
high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Addressal health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage, blood
pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock and wildlife. Reference studies
by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11 era Coupeville
OLF and flies at low dltitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife uses
in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important
wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real estate market.
Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island
County in general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and
permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS:

Additional comments to be delivered at today's scoping meeting
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EIS for “Growler” Operations @ Coupeville OLF
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 0:38:33

To the Navy: WhidbeyElI S@navy.mil <mailto:WhidbeyEl S@navy.mil>
Copy to: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com <mailto:citizensoftheebeysreserve?2@gmail.com>
From: (b)(6)

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE:

Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’t use model averages that include non-operational times. JGL
Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels requiring hearing
protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH:

Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage,
blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock and
wildlife. (Reference studies by The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.)

SAFETY:
Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War |1 era
Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT:

Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural and wildlife usesin
Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and historical significance
and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES:

Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real estate market. Home sales
in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increasesin Langley, Freeland and
Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVESTO OLF:
The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently
relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS:

The Navy should take great care in promoting and preserving open communication with the residents of Whidbey--
their neighbors! Viable partnerships thrive in an environment of mutual respect. Any environmental impact study
should therefore include a consideration of the impact of thisissue on the trust between the Navy and its neighbors.
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From: (b)(6) )

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS
Subject: Jet noise

Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 1:10:31

Do you really understand the damage you are inflicting upon the people of central Whidbey? Do you really care
about the health of the people in this area? Are you so disconcerted that you simply ignore real life situations of the
citizens of the United States. |sthe American military above the wishes of the people that make your paychecks
good, provide health insurance,and support your retirement after 20 years of service. | know the typical response
from active duty people to my questions-------- all about the serviceto -- America. Yes indeed, no doubt about
being away from home, the dangerous situations oneis involved with, ect. The complex training ,the danger to life
and limb. We all admire and resect all members of our military,but that does not mean civilians have to bow down
to the captains ,generals,majors,petty officers just because you have been promoted to a position of authority in the
military system. You put your pants on one leg at atime. | know you do not give adamn about civilian
opinions,and | realize thisletter falls on deaf ears. Quite frankly | am totally ashamed to be a veteran.

(b))
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Subject: OLF comment

Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 17:21:42
Attachments: ATTO00001.txt

| have lived on south whidbey for 38 years and my husband for 59 years. My first experience with the touch and go
was when | was coming back from Coupeville. | passed OLF and a et touched down behind my car the noise was
so loud | though my car had been hit by something and went off the side of the road, my infant daughter started to
scream and | could not console or calm her | to was very disturbed by what happened as | had never experienced
the sounds of the jets touching down, it was horrifying and | can tell you it was ear shattering and | could not
believe that the Navy was allowed to do such athing. Longtime local residents | spoke with said that is why the
property surrounding OLF had no value. Whidbey Island has been growing leaps and bounds and it's time for the
Navy to consider moving OLF off Whidbey especially since the Growlers moved in. My experience with OLF was
26 years ago and | could not understand how the local residents tolerated it but the Growlers have to be intolerable
and it's not fair what the Navy is doing to the local residents and to think they want to have more Growlers, shame
on the Navy and them not being good neighbors to the Island residents.

It's time for the Navy to move OLF and | and husband are al for them ending the touch and go there. The Island
has grown to big for


mailto:NAVFAC.LANTVAQopsEIS@navy.mil

the Navy and unlike the residents that want OLF gone I would also like to see the Navy leave in general. We have a very unique Island and tourists are flocking to it expect Oak Harbor as it's become a transient Navy town with crime and strip malls and yet it could be a beautiful stop off to Anacortes instead of a town to just pass though. I never go to Oak Harbor but I do go to Coupeville, Freeland, Langley and even over to Pt Townsound and when I go to

Anacortes I pass through O.Harbor as it's not a desirable place to go and it's because of the Navy Base. Time for the Navy to do what is right by the citizens of the OLF instead of forcing them to sue. Sad times indeed.

Regards,

Mrs. Thompson



Sent from my iPhone
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To: EA-18G EIS Project Manager

We recently attended the last of three Open House Scoping Meetings in Anacortes,
Washington, for the upcoming Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) concerning the
proposed expansion of the EA-18 Growler Operations at Navel Air Station Whidbey
Island. We found the staff manning the stations to be mostly friendly and well prepared,
as could be expected. Although our concerns were listened to, we came away feeling that
no matter what concerns were expressed by the attendees, the Navy was going to go
through with the proposed expansion.

We live to the East of Ault Field directly in line of the training flights for Touch and Go
landings. As the Growlers fly over us they are low and slow on their approch to Ault
Field. As one of the pilots at the open house pointed out to us, we live in one of the
maximum noise areas for these flights because of the flight corrections taking place in
that space. We have owned our property here on the North Fork of the Skagit River for
almost 23 years. During that time we have definately noticed a big increase in flying and
noise levels in our area. We love living here most of the time. The only negative to that,
and it is a huge negative, is the noise levels we are exposed to when the older Prowlers
and more lately the Growlers fly over. As stated in the recent scoping meeting pamphlet
"the Navy identified the Growler as quieter because scientific measurements indicated
that the Growler emits less sound than the Prowler during most flight profiles. Noise
levels vary depending on where you are in the flight pattern. The comprehensive noise
study conducted for the 2012 EA acknowledged that the Growler is louder during arrival
than the Prowler." Unfortunately, as far as our neighborhood is concerned, given that we
are on the arrival path of the Growler, we experience a much louder noise level than the
average level reported in your study. At times it is simply unbearable to be outside and
not much better in the house. We can feel the house and windows shake as the planes
pass over. We have to plug our ears as the planes fly over. This is no exageration. We
have observed the wildlife and domestic animals cower and try to get away from the
deafening level of jet noise. Conversation, talking on the phone, listening to or playing
music or watching TV is impossible . My wife is a medical provider and is unable to
consult with other providers or her patients when the need arises when she is at home
during periods of flight training exercises. Just a few months ago we had to spend over
$2000 for hearing aids for my wife at the age of 61. She had to purchase a $400 amplified
stethoscope so that she could continue to work in her family practice clinic. Our guess
was the jet noise played a part in that loss. |

At the open house we had a conversation with the folks studying noise levels. They
informed us that the average decibal readings, over a 24 hour period, were done using
simulations and computer modeling. We don't feel that these models are accurately able
to measure the real time maximum sound level experienced in our neighborhood.
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We know that training is essential. Before any decisions are made, we would urge you to
use actual field measurements in the affected areas of the noise level readings during
different phases of flying. It is our hope that the navy will consider the concerns of all its
neighbors, environmental agencies, and health organizations and not just add more planes
and flights because it is convenient and provides for the economy of the area around the
base. We also hope that all alternatives will be looked at including relocating training to
less populated areas.

Sincerely
(b)(6)

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EIS for Growler Operations

Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 17:52:38

Dear Whidbey EIS Navy,

| live very close to the OIf runway and often find that | can't be outside whilethe jets areflying. The noiseis
terrible. | have lived on and near airforce bases al my life and am very desensitized to the jet noise, but thisis
unreal. Please addressall of the listed concerns in the EA-18G "Growler" EIS. | don't want to move away (I have
invested alot in fencing and landscape) and doubt that | could get market value for my property anyway.

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE: Test rea -time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider howpilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations onthe valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing Nationa Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

Thank you for your consideration.

This message was sent to (b)(6) by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn
Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email asinappropriate,
click here: http:/petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html 2i=17437-405815-Y Osy8p

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensuresthat small contributions go along way. Chip in here.
<https://civic.moveon.org/donatecd/creditcard.html ?cpn_id=687>

<http://petitions.moveon.org/0?i=17437-405815- Y Osy8p>
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: EIS for "Growler" Operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 17:36:12

Too Much of aGood Thing

The United States Navy has one essential, noble mission and that is to keep the American people safe. The
Navy has discharged this duty faithfully and courageously for over two hundred years. In order to maintain their
readiness and fulfill this sacred obligation, the Navy must by necessity constantly conduct training of its personnel.
Whidbey Island has proudly played akey role in facilitating this training by being willing to accept a balance
between “the sound of freedom” associated with flight training and the normal, everyday lives of its citizens. This
has been possible because of the rule of reason, i.e., the jet noise has been at noticeable but reasonable levels.

In recent years, however, the Navy has begun to stretch the balanced nature of this unwritten agreement
between itself and the citizens. What had been amutually beneficial relationship has more and more become one-
sided, with the Navy taking on a more and more imperious attitude, seemingly forgetting their role is to serve rather
than dictate. Even as they fulfilled their mission to protect and defend abroad, they have begun to endanger and
harm the citizenry here at home. Thisisaglaring contradiction. In order to justify this reckless endangerment, top
Navy officials have even resorted to outright lies. For example:

1.  Navy helicopters have for some years been flying dangerously close to bluff-top homes along Admiralty
Inlet, hugging the bluffs when they could have flown more straight routes across the water. They flew at eye level
and so close one could have hit them with arock. They were, for lack of a better term, hot-dogging. This severely
vibrated the homes (and their double pane window seals) and the bluff itself (not a good thing — remember
Ledgewood). A sudden side wind could have sent them into the trees and the homes themselves. In response to
complaints, the Commandant at the time lied in writing to home owners and to U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell,
claiming that they needed to fly so close so that in an emergency they could auto-rotate to the beach below. An
experienced Navy helicopter pilot who once flew aU.S. President from an aircraft carrier in the Mediterranean to
the courtyard of the Vatican exposed thislie, saying that in an emergency in which auto-rotation is required, the
pilot needs as much altitude and maneuvering room as possible, not the low-altitude, narrow confines of a bluff and
abeach. The Navy has further claimed that the extreme vibration of the bluff does not endanger the bluff stability
in any way. There is no agency, state or Federal, that can possibly make this claim, since they have no idea of the
internal structure of the bluff at any given point. Such aclaim callously defies common sense and the tenuous nature
of Whidbey’s bluffs.

2. Navy jets have dumped fuel over Smith and Minor Islands west of Whidbey. The islands themselves are
aNational Wildlife Refuge, and the surrounding waters are one of seven Washington State Aquatic Reserves
because they include the largest kelp bedsin the Salish Sea, absolutely key to the sealife in our marine
environment. The Navy has said thisfuel dumping is only done in emergency situations, but homeowners along
West Beach Road have observed this behavior time and time again, and Navy pilots, in unguarded moments among
friends, have admitted it is not done solely in emergencies. Imagine theimpact of jet fuel onthe sealifein thekelp
beds, the nurseries of our waters.

3. Inadvance of Growler aircraft, the Navy indicated they would be louder but not so loud asto pose a
health threat. In addition, they indicated there would be fewer flights. Both these statements have proved untrue.
Noise measurements have indicated dangerous, even damaging noise levels. The number of flights, the hours during
which flights are conducted, and even the range of flight paths, al have greatly expanded, not decreased. We now
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have a situation in which citizens' sleep is disrupted, children’s classes are interrupted, and people’s hearing is
threatened by the very organization sworn to serve and protect. What sense does it make to serve so admirably
abroad and harm the citizenry at home?

I would like all 3 of these issues to be addressed in full by the EIS.

The bottom line is that had the balance of benefit been maintained, the people of Whidbey would have been
willing to continue putting up with some inconvenience and unpleasantness for the common good as they have for
decades. The people of Whidbey have not outgrown the Navy. The Navy has severely upped the ante and outgrown
Whidbey. What is remarkable is that the Navy would even consider putting usin harm’s way given their essential
mission to protect us. This shows a serious loss of perspective at the top.

Itiscrucial that the Navy be able to conduct practice jet flights to maintain their readiness and standard of
excellence, but they must do so, like physicians, while doing no harm. Their operations have escalated and become
incompatible with large population centers. They need to remember their core mission, admit they have intensified
operations to an unacceptable and dangerous level, and seek a much more isolated location for their training and
practice flights.

(b)(6)

Coupeville

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact thelocal communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real -time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-
operational times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Addressall health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
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SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War Il eraCoupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, aNational Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn't been used in
6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-
populated areas.
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From: (b)(6) .

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: ken pickard

Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy

Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 18:29:13

Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF

To the Navy: WhidbeyEl S@navy.mil
Copy to:  citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
From: (b)(6)

Date: December 4, 2013

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general.

ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’'t been used in 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-
populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS:

Whidbey Island Naval jet noise pollution is not limited to Whidbey 1sland. Camano Island may not "feel" the
rumble of the jets, however the disruptive and outrageous noise isjust asirritating to the serenity that used to be the
norm on Camano Island. This noise pollution is more intense and more frequent than in 2012. It is this expansion of

affected areawith the changein noise level along with the increased operation schedule that is at issue.

It's not the use of the Naval Air Station that is at issue, it's the use as a Touch and Go, constant, repetitive training
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areathat completely changes the entire region surrounding the Naval Air Station - not just Whidbey Island. The
recent change to a different aircraft may also be at fault.

Itisdifficult to understand how such disruptive and invasive noise pollution could just "happen” and then be asked
to plan for it, rather than plan to reduce it - at least back to the level it was in 2012.

On May 8, 2013, | arrived at my home on Camano at 9:30PM expecting to unwind briefly outdoors before retiring
for the evening. This simple common activity was made impossible because the Navy jets were already circling on
Whidbey Island and the repetitive, disruptive loud noise completely drowned out any sounds or sense of the
outdoors. | decided to just wait it out. Unfortunately, even by escaping inside, closing all windows and doors with
the TV turned up it was not possible to escape the rumble and disruption.

The final outrageous discovery was that the Navy jets did not cease their “operations’ until 12:35 AM — Yesthat's
35 minutes PAST MIDNIGHT ! With sleep impossible during this “planned assault”, the Navy jet operations had
effectively deprived me of the simple freedom to even choose when to sleep. The following evening of May 9,
2013, the Navy decided that | was not alowed to sleep between 8:00 PM until after 11:00 PM.

The "Jet Noise Complaint" number 360-257-2681 seems to have no effect and neither does the 360-257-8787
number for arecorded message. Recently, during along assault of disturbing jet noise that did not end until 10:00
PM, the "Jet Noise Complaint" number 360-257-2681 simply did not answer. The 360-257-8787 number was, as
usual, arecorded message. Whether these numbers or the persons answering them actually do anything to address
the noise issueis questionable.

If alarge business was responsible for major job supply and economy in aregion and it was found to be polluting
the environment it would be required to cease the pollution and any future "planned pollution" would need to be
regulated and approved. The Navy Noise Pollution should have no less scrutiny. Its obnoxious and detrimental
effect isinstant, planned, deliberate, widespread and seems to be growing. Fortunately, the effect can be instantly
corrected with no lasting environmental damage. This unreasonable expansion of noise pollution has to stop.

I cannot understand how such a planned program has been allowed to happen. It was not even an issuein 2012 and
now it completely dominates any outdoor activity.

The Navy is undoing any possible goodwill and positive public relations that the Blue Angels might have gained -
and is creating a strong base of opposition.
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From: (b)(6) ‘

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Subject: Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF
Date: Thursday, December 05, 2013 14:09:18

We live approximately ahaf-mile West of the western edge of the designated flight pattern for your OLF
operations. We have owned the property since 1995 and first lived there in 2000. We were aware of the Navy's
operation at OLF before we purchased the property and spent several weeks ng the noise levelsin that area.
Our conclusion was that we could live with the noise of the Prowlers and their schedule of operations, which then
was usually two days aweek for an hour or two, with several weeks between flights. That volume of operations
continued for several years and we were fully in support of the Navy's use of OLF. Our house, built in accordance
with"Noise Zone'"requirements, muffled the sound of the planes. Even being outside in the garden was not
impossible.

With the introduction of the Growlers, however, everything changed. Not only do they sound considerably louder
than the Prowlers, they fly directly over our property, which is well beyond their designated flying range.
Additionally, and most important, the volume of flights has been triple that during the Prowler era. Now, it's four or
five days aweek, from late morning to Midnight and beyond. The noise is so loud that we are unable to be
outdoors without hearing-protection, we are unable to have guests because it's impossible to have conversations
without shouting, we are unable to listen to the radio or watch TV when they fly over our house, and we cannot
sleep until they end operations, sometimes well after Midnight.

We are also concerned about the safety of the local population while these jets are flying, especially considering
that two of them have experienced emergenciesin the last year in Eastern Washington, one of which resulted in a
crash and loss of life. During a conversation we had with one of your Oak Harbor Air Station representatives
regarding the pilots' swinging well outside the designated flight pattern, their answer was that the Growler is so
difficult to fly that the pilots can't worry about staying within the proper range.

In short, the situation has gone from one we could tolerate in support of the Navy to one that has destroyed our
lifestyle and our enjoyment of Central Whidbey, diminished, if not decimated, the value of our property, and turned
us toward opposing the Navy's activitiesin this area.

Itisclear to usthat the Navy has outgrown OLF after some seventy years and we suggest it is time for the Navy to
acknowledge that aswell. Exceeding the capacity of alocation is aroutine occurrence, whether it'sasmall family
that movesto alarger home as their family expands, a small business seeking larger space as they grow, or churches
and schools that reach a point where they must move to a more appropriate location in order to meet current needs.
The Navy, too, should assess whether they have exceeded the capacity of the Coupeville OLF location.

As you develop the EIS regarding Growler operations at OLF, please consider the following:

The scope of the EIS should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI, not just
impending additions, to determine how they impact the local communities and environment.

Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don't use model averages that include non-operational times. JGL
Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels requiring hearing
protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.” The very suggestion that the scream
of the jets would be averaged with the quiet of anormal day and night in order to assess the noise impact to
residents indicates the possibility that data could be massaged to favor the Navy's position.

Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing damage,
blood pressure and cardiac problems, emotional strain, the greater susceptibility of children, and the harm to
livestock and wildlife.

Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11 era
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Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses. The growth in population allowed by
zoning since operations began increases the odds that an emergency will have catastrophic results.

Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on recreation, tourism, agriculture and wildlife in Ebey’s Landing
National Historic Reserve, an area of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife
and migratory bird habitat.

Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local real estate market. Home sales
in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to increasesin Langley, Freeland and
Island County in general.

Investigate the negative impact of jet noise onlocal businesses, including lodging, restaurants, retail, agriculture,
and schools both public and private.

Respectfully submitted,
(b)(6)

Coupeville, WA 98239
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeyreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 18:49:47

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: (b)(6)

Date: Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 1:38 PM

Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy

To: annwilsonartist@gmail .com, ktldy3gayle@aol.com, clafondi @frontier.com

Here are the suggestions as to how you submit an e-mail to: whidbeyElS@navy.mil If you need further FACTS
please go to the website: citizensofebeysreserve.com We have done aLOT of research. When the Growlers
resume flights in January at the OLF field there is no doubt that we will be exposed to significant noise that WILL
result in hearing loss and the quality of life we have here. Real estate values have decreased already significantly
which in general will reduce the tax base for Island County. Even though we al like to pay fewer taxesit will
devastate our county budget. The reasonsgo on and on. We are ONLY interested in closing the OLF. If you have
concerns regarding NAS Whidbey in OH that is your personal choice.

Please note that you do not have to send a cc to citizens of obeys reserve...although that would be great. Under
the next letter | will send you my recent comments and comments by other people so that you get inspired.
THANK YOU, (b)(6)

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Ken Pickard" <noreply@list.moveon.org>
Subject: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy

Date: December 2, 2013 1:27:28 PM PST

To: (b)(6)

Reply-To: "Ken Pickard" <kenpickard28@gmail.com>

As aresult of our federal lawsuit the Navy has agreed to prepare a detailed Environmental Impact Statement
regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville. We have avery limited
time for each of usto input what we think should be researched and addressed in the EIS. Please, Please take the
time to send in your comments viaemail or hard copy letter to make this scoping of the EIS process effective.
Thank you. Ken Pickard

Select FORWARD from your email

In your email TO: type WhidbeyElI S@navy.mil

Inyour email cc: type citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Y ou can now enter your Name and Comments in the document inserted below

E A o
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5. If youlike you can delete the excess verbiage above the document by placing your cursor and

backspacing

6. Send Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF To the
Navy: WhidbeyElS@navy.mil Copy to: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
From:

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test rea-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-
operational times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Addressall health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War Il eraCoupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, aNational Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: (type any additional comments you have here)

This message was sent to (b)(6) by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website.
MoveOn Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as
inappropriate, click here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html 2i=17437-1658513-NiRRU]j

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions,
no big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensuresthat small contributions go along way. Chip in here.
<https:/civic.moveon.org/donatecd/creditcard.html ?cpn_id=687>


http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-1658513-NiRRUj
https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687
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From: (b)(6) )

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com; kenpickard28@gamail.com; Brabanski, Marianne

Subject: Growler Operations at Coupeville OLF

Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 19:36:35

| moved to Whidbey Island in 1997 and bought a house at (°)(6) at which time | was provided a
map of OLF flying noise zones and was told that such flights would cease on or before 10 a.m. whenever flying. |
sold my house and moved to a Coupeville (home at ()(6) t (S8270-00-0G009-0 purchased
1/8/2002) and (studio at (0)(6) (R13233-363-4140 purchased on 1/1/1998)).

| was provided aNAS Map AICUZ (A-7) which showed both properties outside the noise zone).

| have found repeatedly late night flights, some after midnight, especially when each new commander takes over. It
would seem as though previous agreements regarding noise decibel levels and flying times are never adhered to.

In view of potential damage to our ears and the new Growler decibel levels and continued failure to adhere to hours
of flying, | FULLY SUPPORT ANY EFFORTS TO CLOSE THE OLF.

(b)(6) , Coupeville, WA 98239 (b)(6)


mailto:NAVFAC.LANTVAQopsEIS@navy.mil
mailto:citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
mailto:kenpickard28@gmail.com
mailto:artpot@comcast.net
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: [Community] Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 15:05:21

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE: Test rea-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address al health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War |1
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF:. The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-popul ated areas.

This message was sent to (b)(6) by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn Civic
Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate, click
here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html 21=17437-1683685- Oj8kA

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensuresthat small contributions go along way. Chip in here.
<https.//civic.moveon.org/donatecd/creditcard.html 2cpn_id=687>


mailto:NAVFAC.LANTVAQopsEIS@navy.mil
mailto:citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html?i=17437-1683685-Oj8kAQ
https://civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html?cpn_id=687

1336

From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: More Navy Jets

Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 13:05:08

We own asmall rental house in Admirals Cove. Last spring, our tenant, a Navy employee, left because she could
no longer stand the noise.

She said, "l love this house and the neighborhood, but the jets are disrupting my life. | get up at 5AM to drive to
work at the hospital, and the noise keeps me awake sometimes until after midnight. 1've got the get away from these
jets."

We continue to lose income because of the jets.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)


mailto:NAVFAC.LANTVAQopsEIS@navy.mil
mailto:citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeyreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Jet Noise

Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 12:49:44

To experience the damage that the Navy jets do to the local Coupeville neighborhoods, we have an invitation:
When thejets fly over Admirals Cove, please bring your families, including young children and pets, to 1304
Farragut Dr and enjoy some free refreshments on our beautiful deck overlooking the Pudget Sound.

No earplugs allowed.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

P.S. We'l be surprised if anyone in authority has the courage to take us up on this.


mailto:NAVFAC.LANTVAQopsEIS@navy.mil
mailto:citizensoftheebeyreserve2@gmail.com
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy

Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 0:37:25
Dec 3, 2013

To whom it may concern,

Dear Sirs,

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
SCOPE: The EIS scope should be expanded to include al EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine
how they impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH: Addressall health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War Il
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and

EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: | curse the violent intrusion into our lives, and everyone responsible for it, every time it
happens. The base should be moved to an unpopulated area.

Sincerely, (b)(6)

This message was sent to (b)(6) by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn
Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email asinappropriate,

click here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html 2i=17437-4222712-zn4lxz
Want to make adonation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no

big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensuresthat small contributions go along way. Chip in here.
<https:.//civic.moveon.org/donatec4/creditcard.html ?cpn_id=687>

<http://petitions.moveon.org/0?i=17437-4222712-zndl xz>
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TO: EA-18G GrowlerEBS Pro;ect Manager DORE DR T T hoe L o
Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantlc

6506 Hampton Boulevard L VLT T T e BT L R e T
NOI’fﬂlk VA23508 T e TR T e e ey IR R R I P N
Attn: Code EV21/SS T I RSP Ve

www.whidbeyei:s/.comi*" SR L S
.o (b)6) S A R
FROM: CTRTAAR

A S

Loper Jclawd %JA/ 4&2@(* o
I am concerned about the Navy’s proposed mtroducnon of twoaddmonal Growler Expedmonary ,
squadrons (10 aircraft) and the addition of three Growler aircraft to the training squadron. I am
also concerned that the Navy is proposing to continue and increase Growler Operations at both
Ault Field and OLF Coupeville and has agreed to-a three year program trammg Austrahan pﬂots to
fly EA-18G’s, whn:h W’lﬂ add an addmonai 12 axrcraft to: NAS thdbey :
I hve on Lopez Island and recelve noise whu:h makes 1t d;fﬁcult to have a conversat:on, sleep or .
concentrate. Noise often continues until 11PM and not infrequently until:12 midnightand

occasionally until 2AM. This is highly intrusive noise which rattles wmdows and contams a low
frequency component Ican feel in my body : .

AVERAGING NO!SE . ‘ : .
We are told that we live i ina Iow noise area because the Navy chooses to measure the noise we-:
receive using averages (DNL - Day Night Average Sound Level). Real-time high noise events n‘eed,
to be measured and used for determining community noise impacts. Three to four hours of 90+
noise is not “low lmpact” espeaally ifit’s occurrmg after 9pm R : - S

How wou}éfhe Iro;
we now expenence"

fect-th proﬁie‘ofreattxme hlghnmseevents thats.

ENGINE RUN‘UPS , ' SRR PR o

What would the Navy do to mltxgate the noise from engme run~ups on the tarmac'? nght now we-
are told this extremely invasive noise can legally go on until 12 midnight. This persistent noise
affects children who cannot sleep, and adults who need rest for work . Ear protection does not
even begin to dampen the sound. One solution might be to point the jets in a different direction -
toward the west shore of Vancouver Island 70 miles distant instead of toward Lopez Island 8 miles
away. Installation of baffles might help direct the noise away from populated areas.

HEALTH EFFECTS ‘

There is well documented evidence showing correlations between - heart disease, myocardial
infarction, elevated triglycerides and cholesterol, strokes, hospitalizations, immunotoxicity, sleep
disturbances, depression, anxiety and stress related disorders - and noise - especially noise over



90 decibels. This EIS should look for correlations between health prob?éin‘s\ and proximity to the
areas most affected by F-18 flights. The noise generated by the Growlers is happening - to real
people - in real time - and - real numbers need to be used to access thxs problem not averages

AIR QUALITY - WATER QUALITY - EXHAUST AND EMMISSIONS

I am also very concerned about air quality and the emissions and exhaust from the jet propeilant
fuel (JP-5) used by the F-18’s. How will additional planes impact our air quality? What about
residues that sift down to the ground? Are our agricultural lands affected? Testing air quality and
soil for residues of jet operation should be conducted in the four counties affected by the jets. -
Since the F-18’s burn roughly 1,200 gallons (8,000 pounds) of jet fuel per hour these tests should
be a priority. Post combustion exhaust from jet engines contain carcinogenic pollutants which
affect air, water and soil and are capable of poisoning animals as well as plant and aquatic life.
The southend of Lopez experiences occasional inundations of what smells like jet fuel. Also
grayish residues have been reported on fruit crops.

How will the Navy mitigate the effects of jet emissions, exhaust and re51dues on humans
endangered species, the Salish Sea and air quahty ? - '

SAN JUAN COUNTY ECONOMY '

How will San Juan county’s economy be affected by the proposed additions of jets? A large
component of our economy is tourism. Visitors arrive from all over the world to enjoy the -
National Monument lands, wildlife refuges and parks. They come for the beauty and the quiet not
the noise of a war zone. Navy Whldbey’ s mtrus;ve nmse and over-ﬂlghts ares incompatible mth
local land use in the region.

AUSTRALIAN TRAINING ' G '
The 12 Australian EA-18’Gs and their 3 year training program mentwned in the Navy’s November
8,2013 pressrelease needs to be included in the EIS. Adding these aircraft to the original 13

proposed brings the total to be'added to 25 EA-18G “Growlers”. Impacts need to be based on 25-
EA-18G ‘s not 13.

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS STUDY - ' ’ Lo '
The scope of the EIS should be amended to mclude the cumulatxve impacts study of all the EA—186
aircraft and P-8’s which are scheduled to be based at NAS Whidbey. I understand that the
numbers of aircraft will be 10 Attack squadrons (5 aircraft /squadron) and 10 EA-18G
Expeditionary aircraft for a total of 60 EA-18G’s and 69 P-8’s. This number of aircraft is
incompatible with local land use in thls reglon of expandmg tounsm recreatlon and sensmve o
enwronmental areas. ‘

T am vm\q omc(//wct %bmﬂr %L( & %/us
e \/|DLENCE whith ¢ beed upn s
bﬁ %@J@b W dw\m@\

6EET ><
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Subject: Concerns to be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 18:26:26

To whom it may concern:

| want to add my voice to those who questioning the appropriateness of continued operation of the Off-field
Landing Field in Coupeville, Washington. | have three things that | would like to see:

Scope—the EIS should be expanded to include ALL EA-18G and EA-6B operations at Naval Aviation Station
Whidbey Island to determine the impact on the environment and on the local communities.

Noise—Noise assessments need to be conducted on the ground and not estimated from models. Sound propagation
over water and within the surrounding mountains and hills cannot be easily evaluated from numerical models.
Actua acoustic reports from JGL Acoustics recorded maximum decibel levels from Growler operation at the OLF
were “well above the levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent
hearing loss.”

Safety—the short, outdated World War |1 era Coupeville landing strip subjects neighboring residents and pilotsto
substantial risks that have never been fully evaluated.

OLF flight operations have a marked effect upon the valuable recreational, agricultural and wildlife uses of Ebey’s
Landing National Historic Reserve, aNational Park of environmental, cultural, and historical significance and an
important wildlife and migratory bird habitat. The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF and permanently
relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilities in non-populated areas.

(b))

PORT TOWNSEND, WASHINGTON 98368
(b)(6)


mailto:NAVFAC.LANTVAQopsEIS@navy.mil
mailto:citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

Subject: Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for "Growler" Operations at Coupeville OLF EA-18G EIS Project
Manager (Code EV21/SS

Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 18:54:55

SCOPE: The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine
how they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test rea -time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the levels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing |oss.”

HEALTH: Address all health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmenta Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War |1
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife uses in Ebey’s Landing Nationa Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and I1sland County in general.

ALTERNATIVES TO OLF: The Navy should close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been usedin 6
months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-
populated areas.


mailto:NAVFAC.LANTVAQopsEIS@navy.mil
mailto:citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

1342

From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: CitizensoftheEbeysReserve2@gmail.com
Subject: FW: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy

Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 2:19:09

Subject: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
To: |bsaltpal @msn.com

Date: Mon, 2 Dec 2013 13:27:28 -0800
From: noreply@list.moveon.org

As aresult of our federal lawsuit the Navy has agreed to prepare a detailed Environmental Impact Statement
regarding the EA18G Growlers at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville. We have avery limited
time for each of usto input what we think should be researched and addressed in the EIS. Please, Please take the
time to send in your comments viaemail or hard copy letter to make this scoping of the EIS process effective.
Thank you. Ken Pickard

1. Select FORWARD from your email

2. Inyour email TO: type WhidbeyElIS@navy.mil

3. Inyour email cc: type citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

4. You can now enter your Name and Comments in the document inserted below

5. If you like you can delete the excess verbiage above the document by placing your cursor and backspacing
6. Send Comments to the Navy regarding the EIS for “Growler” Operations at Coupeville OLF To the
Navy: WhidbeyEIS@navy.mil Copy to: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com

From:

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:
SCOPE:
The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they
impact the local communities and environment.
NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-operational
times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above thelevels
requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”
HEALTH: Addressall health effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent hearing
damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to livestock
and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World War 11
era Coupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist, agricultural
and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural, and
historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the local
real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-populated areas.


mailto:NAVFAC.LANTVAQopsEIS@navy.mil
mailto:citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
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OTHER COMMENTS: All of the above statements are valid. The damage the Navy is doing with the EA-18G to
our health, hearing, sanity, real estate values, childrenslives, air pollution and particulate levels isincalcuable. |
myself had an audiogram done recently and found (no surprise here) SIGNIFICANT hearing loss in the 2500- 7000
hz range. "Classic flight line hearing loss" the audiologist told me, and | dont want my grand daughter to suffer the
same fate!! The aircraft is TOO LOUD!! NO ONE should be repeatedly exposed to 120+ db!! The Navy is
deafening their own people and its sad to know a generation of children will need hearing aids WAY BEFORE their
time.

This message was sent to (b)(6) by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website.
MoveOn Civic Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as
inappropriate, click here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html 2i=17437-6353209-t|6ygM

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions, no
big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensuresthat small contributions go along way. Chip in here.
<https:/civic.moveon.org/donatecd/creditcard.html ?cpn_id=687>

<http://petitions.moveon.org/0?i=17437-6353209-tI6ygM >
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http://petitions.moveon.org/o?i=17437-6353209-tl6yqM
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From: (b)(6)

To: NAVFAC LANT VAQ ops EIS

Cc: citizensoftheebeysreserve2@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Be Heard By The U.S. Navy
Date: Monday, December 02, 2013 23:43:29

All of the following concerns should be addressed in the EA-18G “Growler” EIS:

SCOPE:

The EIS scope should be expanded to include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how
they impact the local communities and environment.

NOISE: Test real-time high noise events on the ground. Don’'t use model averages that include non-
operational times. JGL Acoustics reports maximum sound levels from Growlers at the OLF were “well above the
levels requiring hearing protection and are high enough to potentially result in permanent hearing loss.”

HEALTH: Address al hedth effects of aircraft noise and toxic jet aircraft pollution, including permanent
hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; how children have a greater susceptibility; and the harm to
livestock and wildlife. Reference studies by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of
Transportation; and The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

SAFETY: Consider how pilots and residents are at risk whenever the Navy uses the short, outdated World
War Il eraCoupeville OLF and flies at low altitudes over residences and businesses.

ENVIRONMENT: Examine the effects of OLF flight operations on the valuable recreational, tourist,
agricultural and wildlife usesin Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, aNational Park of environmental,
cultural, and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

REAL ESTATE VALUES: Consider how the louder and more frequent use of the OLF has devastated the
local real estate market. Home sales in the OLF area have shown a steep decline from 2008 to 2012, compared to
increasesin Langley, Freeland and Island County in general. ALTERNATIVESTO OLF: The Navy should
close the outdated Coupeville OLF (which hasn’t been used in 6 months) and permanently relocate all EA-18G and
EA-6B flight training to safe, state-of-the-art facilitiesin non-populated areas.

OTHER COMMENTS: We live across the water in Jefferson County and the noise over here is deafening.
Please make sure that your assessment of impact on 'local communities' include the ones that you may think aren't
impacted, like ours.

This message was sent to (0)6) by Ken Pickard through MoveOn's public petition website. MoveOn Civic
Action does not endorse the contents of this message. To unsubscribe or report this email as inappropriate, click
here: http://petitions.moveon.org/unsub.html ?i=17437-2159376- GPbexw

Want to make a donation? MoveOn is entirely funded by our 8 million members—no corporate contributions,
no big checks from CEOs. And our tiny staff ensuresthat small contributions go along way. Chip in here.

<https://civic.moveon.org/donatecd/creditcard.html 2cpn_id=687>

<http://petitions.moveon.org/0?i=17437-2159376- GPbexw>
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Whidbey Environmental Action Network
Restoration Education Preservation \
Box 53, Langley, WA USA 98260 '
(360) 579-4202 © wean@whidbey.net

Dedicated to the preservation and restoration of the native biological diversity
of Whidbey Island and the Pacific Northwest

Dec. 31,2013

TO: Naval Facilities Englneermg Command Atlantic
6506 Hampton Boulevard
Norfolk, VA 23508

Attn: Code EV21/SS EA-18G EIS Project Manager
RE: Comments by Whidbey Envirenmental Action Netwerk

Below are Whidbey Environmental Action Network’s comments regai‘ding the scope of the
EIS for NAS Whidbey.

1. Scope of EIS improperly limited.
The scope of the EIS as described in the Federal Register is improperly limited. The notice
states that the ongoing EA—18G Growler jet operations will be used as the baseline.’
However, there has been no proper or adequate environmental analysis of the impacts of the
existing Growler jet operations. Additionally, some aspects of NAS Whidbey operations that
have been ongoing for even longer have never been subjected to environmental analysis and
review, e.g., fuel dumping; limited definition of the entire impacted area. The EIS must
address all significant impacts, including those resulting from existing Growler jet operations
throughout the entire affected area.

2. Notification inadequate.
The Navy has failed to properly notify communities and interests throughout the affected area
of the opportunity to submit comments on the scope of the EIS. The existing Growler jet
operations adversely impact portions of four counties (Island, including both Whidbey and
Camano Islands; Skagit; San Juan; and Jefferson counties), multiple state parks, and one
‘National Park. Yet, there’ was no notification of the public, elected officials, or agency
managers outside of a limited portion of Island County. The Navy needs to adequately notify
these commun1t1es and interests, and extend the scoping comment deadline.

3. Data collection needs to be commenced.
The resumption of operations at the outlying field (“OLF”) south of Coupeville needs to be
used as an opportunity to collect data on several aspects of Growler operations, particularly
noise, and air and water quality as they are affected by fuel dumping. Data collected needs to

: ““The EIS will evaluate the potential environmental effects associated with the introduction of two additional EA~
18G Growler expeditionary squadrons (10 aircraft) and the addition of three EA—18G Growler aircraft to the Fleet
Replacement Squadron (FRS) when added to baseline conditions, including ongoing EA—18G Growler airfield
operations, at NAS Whidbey Island’s Ault Field and Outlymo Landing Field (OLF) Coupevﬂle Federal Register
notice.



be considered in light of the episodic spike in flights and fuel dumping that typically occur
with the end of the fiscal year due to “use it or lose it” budget requirements.

- 4, Adverse noise 1mpaets : ' ' ‘
- Adverse noise impacts need to be thoroughly studled and dlsclosed in the EIS considering

both the magnitude (foudness) and frequency range. Actual noise levels and frequencies need
to be determined by measurement throughout the affected area, not just.in the immediate
vicinity of the OLF. This includes throughout central and north Whidbey, including
Coupeville and Oak Harbor, all affected state parks and the affected portion of Olympic
National park, affected portions of Skagit County, Port Townsend, San Juan County, and on
the water where boaters may be subjected to the noise. Actual noise measurements should be
used and not obscured by “averaging,” a method commonly used to attempt to obscure and
downplay noise impacts.

a. Adverse noise zmpacts to human health.
The EIS needs to consider the variable ages of the affected human population (espec1ally
youth using the Patmore Road ball field and all schools in the Coupeville school system)
and both immediate and chronic impacts to human health, including hearing damage,
elevated blood pressure, stress, loss of sleep, etc. There needs to be particular consideration
of exposed cohorts that have no refuge from the noise, e.g., travelers (measurements should
be made.of noise volumes in motor vehicles), boaters, people recreating at all of the

- affected state parks, etc. Results should be presented in terms of impacts to individuals (i.e.,
exposure thresholds resulting in hearing loss) and populations (i.e. epldemloloomal
statistics, such as the increased rates of cardiovascular dlsease and resultmg mortahly for
exposed populatlons)

b. Other adverse noise zmpacls to humans

144’

The economic impacts of noise generated by Growler jet operatlons also need to be
disclosed. These include reduction in property values; reduction in income due to lost work
opportunity and productivity (e.g., inability to perform time dependent farm work due to
Growler noise), economic health costs, and reduction in recreation and tourism.

c. Noise impacts to wildlife and livestock.
The adverse noise impacts to wildlife must be studied and disclosed. In particular; impacts
_in areas where there are aggregations of avifauna should be determined, mcludmg Crockett
Lake, Smith and Mmor Islands, and areas of Puget Sound. This includes not just resident
individuals, but perlodlc visitors (e.g., migrating birds). Noise impacts to listed species
which may not occur in large aggregations, particularly Marbeled Murrelet, also need to be
considered. Due to the frequency profile of the sound made by Growler jets, there is also
the potential for noise impacts to marine mammals, both listed and unlisted. The degree to
which the peculiar noise generated by Growler jets penetrates into the subsurface marine
~ environment needs to be determined and disclosed, as well as any potential adverse impacts
. 1o marine mammals Addltlonally, impacts of noise on hvestock also need to be disclosed.



1344

5. Fuel dumping. : o -
No environmental analysis has ever been conducted for fuel dumpmg at NAS: Whldbey
Reports by local residents strongly suggest that this increases dramatically during the
increased operations that usually occur at the end of the fiscal year.-First, the-Navy'needs to
disclose any existing data regarding fuel dumping it may havesand; if there is none;, disclose

~-this lack of data. Second; a formal monitering:ptogram needs-to be:put-in-place that will log

-and record instances of fuel dumping; including where the-:dumping occurred; jet speed and
elevation, and how much fuel was dumped. This system should operate in tandem with a well
publicized easy-to-use system allowing members of the public to report fuel dumping. Third,
experimental dumping should be conducted with data collection including: elevation and
plane speed; local weather at the time; amount dumped; duration of discharge; and fate of
discharged material at varying distances, including in terms of standard air pollutant
standards. These results need to be evaluated both in terms of human and animal (livestock
and wildlife) health and effects on vegetation, including forest trees with associated epiphytes
whose upper portions are more exposed. Investigation of imipacts'of fuel dumping on forest

_canopies also needs to consider possible impacts of wind created by low flying jets. This
review must also consider the rare status.of some of the plant communities that may be
impacted, including forest at Rhododendron Park, prairie remnants on Smith Prairie
(including the presence of the federal and state listed Golden Paintbrush (Castilleja levisecta),
the rare forest types along Whidbey’s west coast, Admiralty Inlet Natural Area Preserve, and
various plant communities in both the affected state and national parks. Impacts to aquatic

"fsystems including both freshwiter and ‘marine waters, that'may be: rece1v1ng Iecatlons for

% -dumped fuel anél it byproducts alsé rreedsto be mvestlga’eed" et

[

5 D8 B e Rl

6. Electromagnetlc radiation pollutlon R i N R
The impacts to human health from electromagnetic radiation from antenna farms, radar
installations, etc. on human and animal health needs to be invéstigated and dis¢losed.
Anecdotal information regarding the ‘antenna farm” off of West Beach suggests that that
facility was adversely impacting human health. Emission from other NAS Whidbey facilities
need to investigated to determine the range and strength of their emissions on human and
animal populations in surrounding areas. » :

7. Greenhouse gas emissions. - S e ey L BRI
NAS Whidbey’s greenhouse gas emissions should be dlsclosed 1nclud1ng that portlon
attributable to touch and go carrier training. Existing and proposed mitigations should also be
disclosed.

8. Cement block barricade around OLF. :
We were told at the Coupeville scoping meeting that an environmental categorical exclusion
was issued for this action, despite its location at the southern entrance to Ebey’s Landing
. "National Historic Reserve, a unit of the National Park System. This proximity was not even
~considered, since the'OLF isnot within' the' Reserve boundaries: This rationale for avoiding
proper environmental review is not consistent with NEPA’s plain statutory requirements or
relevant appellate law, which have long held that a “hard look™ at significant impacts must be
taken. The conclusion by the Washington Department of Archaeology and Historic



Preservation that this action has an adverse impact on cultural resources simply states the
obvious. The Navy must perform an EIS for this action, including of the aesthetic impacts to
the Reserve. Combining it with the larger operations EIS would make sense, but in any event,
the Navy must perform proper environmental review of this action.

9. Impacts of human population increase.: AL T : :
The impacts of the human populatlon increase attrlbutable to the NAS operat1ons must also be
- studied. This includes socioeconomic impacts, including effects on Oak Harbor’s crime rate
(e.g., rates of domestic abuse, and violent crime), load on social services (e.g., rates of
alcoholism and domestic abuse) and economic burden on local public schools. The economic
costs to the City and County of dealing with these impacts must also be addressed.

10. Vegetation management.
There does not appear to be any. coordmated management of vegetative resources, including
both weeds and rare.plants and communities. While a coordinated vegetation management
plan would be advantageous, in any event the EIS must address the impacts of weeds and
lack of management of rare plants and communities.

a. Weeds at OLF.
Since haying of OLF was ended, there have been complaints about that area serving as a
source of wind borne weed seed that affects area farms, particularly Canada Thistle
(Cirsium arvense). Ideally, regardless of air.operations, NAS Whidbey would create a
formal management plan for the vegetation at OLF. This might range in complexity up to
restoration of native plant communities (e.g.. pra1r1e) While this. approach would be
preferable, cheaper, lower maintenance, and easier, in the long run, in any event the EIS

~ needs to address weed control around OLF. This must also con31der the likelihood that the
area immediately surrounding the newly placed cement barrier blocks (see above) will be
prone to bird disseminated (via defecated seed) weed invasion, particularly of invasive
blackberry.

b. Scotch Broom (Cytisus scoparius) infestations.
There are extensive areas of NAS Whidbey that are heavily infested with Scotch Broom
(Cytisus scoparius). Based on soil mapping, these areas were formerly conifer forest, Oak
. .woodland and savanna, or prairie. The EIS should discuss the impacts of leaving these
areas in their current degraded state.

c. Rare plants and communities.
There are several rare plants and communities present on NAS Whidbey, including an
Oregon White Oak-Snowberry association and the listed Golden Paintbrush occurrence on
the sea plane base. There does not appear to be any ongoing active management of these.
Without active management degradatlon is predictable and should be discussed.

These comments are per;force hmtted mscope because of the restncted comment perlod We

would welcome an extensmn of that comment penod S0, that we mlght present more.
comprehenswe comments onthe scope o;f the proposed EIS i -

144’
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Navy Jet Noise EIS scoping issues preliminary

L.

oo

10.

11.
12.
- 13.
14.

impacts of jet noise, fuel dumpmg, and exhaust pollutlon on visitor experience in State
Parks
i. Deception Pass (including islands)
ii. Dugualla
iii. Joseph Whidbey
iv. Fort Ebey
v. Fort Casey
vi. Ebey’s Landing
vii. Keystone
National Parks
Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve
. Ebey’s Bluff :
impacts of jet noise, fuel dumplng, and exhaust pollutlon on native plant & animal
species and communities in:
State parks (as listed above)
National Park units (as called out above)
Nature Conservancy Lands* A
Pacific Rim Institute " : :
impacts of land use and management on praitie ecosystem at:
OLF
NAS Whidbey Island (Garry oak savannah)

impacts of new wells and water rights on water table in watershed surrounding golf
course.

Impacts on the visitor experience of being excluded from 21 miles of shoreline
surrounded by state and national park units.

Impacts of runoff from large areas of impervious surface into wetlands and aquatic
environment.

Impacts of increased NAS population.

Impacts of NAS activities on T&E species on NAS Whldbey

Impacts of electromagnetic disturbance from antenna farms, radar installations, etc on
human and animal health.

Off-site impacts of low flying jets (noise, fuel dumping, exhaust pollutlon) in remote
areas of the Cascades and eastern Washington on humans and animals.

Impacts of jet noise, fuel dumping, and exhaust pollution in the San Juan islands.
Impacts of jet noise, fuel dumping, and exhaust pollution on Camano island.
Aesthetic impacts of new ecology block/cable enclosure around OLF Coupeville.
Impact on wildlife/ habitat of new ecology block/ cable enclosure around OLF -
Coupeville.
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Navel Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
6506 Hampton Blvd

Norfolk, VA 23508

ATTN;Code EV21/SS

To Whom it May Concern(and it concerns a lot of us);

I am writing to add my concerns about the Navy's proposed plans to expand to the air craft and thus air
traffic at NAS Whidbey. I have lived on the south end of Lopez Island for over 45 years. I feel genuinely
impacted by the air base a few moments away from my home by jet. At one point the Navy considered
closing the base here. That would have been a wise decision considering the areas rapidly expanding
population. The permanent population of Lopez has grown over four times since I moved here, the tourist
industry had not even begun at the time. In 1968 there was one small ferry serving the San Juan Islands. It
took two round trips to Anacortes and back each day. Now I notice 21 trips by a fleet of Super Ferries.
This expansion of population will not decrease. Now, along with that, the Navy is proposing to add even
more squadrons of jet fighter planes to the mix.

A few years back the old Captain of the base was replaced with another. The old Captain was aware of
citizens concerns and seemed to make a sincere effort to do what he could to mitigate noise and other
impacts. We invited the new base caption to come to Lopez and talk to us about these issues. We found him
unresponsive and uncaring about us essentially he said 'just suck it up' and added "If you think the noise is
bad now just wait till the new growlers arrive" (that is a direct quote).

Adding more planes to NAS Whidbey will be like throwing jet fuel on a situation that already is bad enough.
I can hardly imagine this would be unnoticed and or welcomed by the citizens already negatively impacted
by the Base's activity. . I am NOT against our having a strong military, I am however concerned about
common sense. Americas largest industry is armaments, The US outspends the worlds next 25 largest
economies on our military. We take money away from Social security and food safety inspectors at the same
time we add to the military's budget. How the heck much is enough ? What a massive boondoggle for the
"defense" industry. What a waste, NAS Whidbey's sign "Pardon Our Noise it's the Sound of Freedom"
sounds more like the sound of tyranny every day.

I am registering my concerns about noise, this is a major issue here. At times the sounds coming across the
water and over our heads makes it seem like we are at war,,,,HERE. I am also concerned about fuel dumping.
A beautiful summers day here is often accompanied by the smell of jet fuel. The new base captain said "We
dump in the middle of the Straits by Smith Island, the seals don't seem to mind it". What BS, what
arrogance!

Please be cautious about any expansion of fighter jet traffic on Whidbey Island. Please consider the
possibility of moving th§ activity to an area not surrounded by a large and rapidly expanding civilian
population. ©)

Thank you;
(b)(6)
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In addition, I, )6 wife of (P)(6) would also like to go on record in favor of reducing
jet noise, not increasing it!

)
| have lived on Lopez Island for 33 years and tell you quite honestly that | must cover my ears to protect
them from the inhuma?\e decibels. Our entire house shakes, rattles and vibrates with every passing
“Growler”.

in my husbands’ letter (other side), he comments on the sign that the Navy base USED to have, but it is
clear to me, that with the removal of that sign years ago, the new intended message from the base is,
that there are no longer “Pardons” being asked. The Navy’s new attitude is; “We don’t care, we don’t
have to!”

While you feel license to create as much noise as possible in the name of U.S. defense, please consider
the truth that NO amount of training, weaponry, or stealth will EVER keep us safe in this world today.

Train your pilots to drop “care packages” — “Gift of the Great U.S.A.”, the world over. You will be
assuring our safety forever, WITHOUT all the hype, noise and expense.

Thank you. Your neighbor,
(b)(6)
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Navel Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
6506 Hampton Blvd

Norfolk, VA 23508

ATTN;Code EV21/SS

To Whom it May Concern(and it concerns a lot of us);

I am writing to add my concerns about the Navy's proposed plans to expand to the air craft and thus air
traffic at NAS Whidbey. I have lived on the south end of Lopez Island for over 45 years. I feel genuinely
impacted by the air base a few moments away from my home by jet. At one point the Navy considered
closing the base here. That would have been a wise decision considering the areas rapidly expanding
population. The permanent population of Lopez has grown over four times since I moved here, the tourist
industry had not even begun at the time. In 1968 there was one small ferry serving the San Juan Islands. It
took two round trips to Anacortes and back each day. Now I notice 21 trips by a fleet of Super Ferries.
This expansion of population will not decrease. Now, along with that, the Navy is proposing to add even
more squadrons of jet fighter planes to the mix.

A few years back the old Captain of the base was replaced with another. The old Captain was aware of
citizens concerns and seemed to make a sincere effort to do what he could to mitigate noise and other
impacts. We invited the new base caption to come to Lopez and talk to us about these issues. We found him
unresponsive and uncaring about us essentially he said 'just suck it up' and added "If you think the noise is
bad now just wait till the new growlers arrive" (that is a direct quote).

Adding more planes to NAS Whidbey will be like throwing jet fuel on a situation that already is bad enough.
I can hardly imagine this would be unnoticed and or welcomed by the citizens already negatively impacted
by the Base's activity. . I am NOT against our having a strong military, I am however concerned about
common sense. Americas largest industry is armaments, The US outspends the worlds next 25 largest
economies on our military. We take money away from Social security and food safety inspectors at the same
time we add to the military's budget. How the heck much is enough ? What a massive boondoggle for the
"defense" industry. What a waste, NAS Whidbey's sign "Pardon Our Noise it's the Sound of Freedom"
sounds more like the sound of tyranny every day.

I am registering my concerns about noise, this is a major issue here. At times the sounds coming across the
water and over our heads makes it seem like we are at war,,,,HERE. I am also concerned about fuel dumping.
A beautiful summers day here is often accompanied by the smell of jet fuel. The new base captain said "We
dump in the middle of the Straits by Smith Island, the seals don't seem to mind it". What BS, what
arrogance!

Please be cautious about any expansion of fighter jet traffic on Whidbey Island. Please consider the
possibility of moving th§ activity to an area not surrounded by a large and rapidly expanding civilian
population.

Thank vou;
(b)(6)



1346

In addition, |, (b)) wife of ®)6) would also like to go on record in favor of reducing
jet noise, not increasing it!

| have lived on Lopez Island for 33 years and tell you quite honestly that | must cover my ears to protect
them from the inhumane decibels. Our entire house shakes, rattles and vibrates with every passing
“Growler”.

in my husbands’ letter (other side), he comments on the sign that the Navy base USED to have, but it is
clear to me, that with the removal of that sign years ago, the new intended message from the base is,
that there are no longer “Pardons” being asked. The Navy’s new attitude is; “We don’t care, we don’t
have to!”

While you feel license to create as much noise as possible in the name of U.S. defense, please consider
the truth that NO amount of training, weaponry, or stealth will EVER keep us safe in this world today.

Train your pilots to drop “care packages” — “Gift of the Great U.S.A.”, the world over. You will be
assuring our safety forever, WITHOUT all the hype, noise and expense.

Thank you. Your neighbor,
(b)(®)
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January 2, 2014

EA 18G EIS Project Manager

Naval Facilities Engineering Command
(NAVFAC) Atlantic, Attn: Code EV21/SS
6506 Hampton Blvd.

Norfolk, VA 23508

Dear Sir,

| live in Oak Harbor, Washington, am the widow of a military retiree, and appreciate the Navy base
facilities at NAS Whidbey Island. However, I also find the EA 18G aircraft to be very loud. Is there not
some way the loud noise, these airplanes generate, can be mitigated? | feel the computer models that
seem to imply that there is only limited noise and that in fact they are quieter than the old Prowlers;
does not fully describe what it is like to find oneself in the close vicinity of these operating aircraft. This
happened to me a few months ago while driving when a Growler passed overhead. As soon as possible |
pulled off the road and covered my ears, but | experienced “ringing” in my ears for 20 minutes. | feel so
sorry for people who live close to OLF Coupeville and are exposed to such loud sound for hours on end.

| read the EIS statement that stationing even more Growlers at NAS Whidbey Island will bring about
3000 more people to the area. This delights a certain faction here, who | feel are only interested in the
money the Navy will spend here and have little if any interest in the quality of life on Whidbey island. |
too feel economic development has a place but my feeling is it needs to be balanced by quality of life
issues. | hate to see increased traffic, crowding, and destruction of the environment which
unfortunately follows when there is an increase in the population. | wonder if you are aware of the
precarious situation that exists in this area for water use. Years ago the Geological Survey, water quality
division warned Island County about salt water intrusion into wells on the island. | understand Island
County chose to ignore this warning in favor of “economic development”. You do know the island and
the NAS are totally dependent on Skagit County for potable water. | have been told by some people
that “it rains all the time, we got plenty of water”. How will the large increase in population, some Navy
some civilian, be affected by the water situation? Please plan ahead.

There is a group here who feel that any mention that the EA 18 Growlers are loud, is a criticism of the
military. They are quite vocal and suggest that a request for mitigation of airplane noise is indicative of
unpatriotic lowlifes who want to close NAS Whidbey Island. Therefore, please do not publicize my
name, | am afraid of them. | am definitely not trying to close NAS Whidbey Island and | feel as a
taxpayer it is incumbent on citizens to express their feelings, so the EIS Project Manager can make fully
informed decisions. ‘

[ hope you can mitigate the loud noise made by the Growler aircraft. | hope too you do not increase the
number of Growlers at NAS Whidbey Istand. 1 hope you realize that some residents of Oak Harbor do
like the Navy Base, but also find noise, and increase in population degrade the quality of life here.

(b)(6)

Lak Harbor WA 98277-3254
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) Scoping Meeting Comment Form

Thank you for attendmg the scoping meetmg for the Enwronmental Impact Statement (EIS) for
“the EA-18G Growler Airfield Operations at NAS Whidbey Island. To be most helpful
comments should be clearly written and describe specific issues or topics. Cornments may be

~ submitted in one of the following four ways: (1) Provide written comments at today's public
meeting;. (2) Speak with the stenographer, who will record your.comments; (3) Submit your.
comments on the project website at www.whidbeyeis.com; or (4) Write your.comments and
mail them to: Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, 6506 Hampton Boulevard,
Norfolk, VA 23508, Attn: Code EV21/SS. All comments subm|tted as part of the scopmg
perlod must be submltted by January 3 2014.
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For more information, please visit the project website at whidbeyeis.com

Please drop this form into one of the comment boxes here at the scoping meeting or mail to:
Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
6506 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23508, Attn: Code EV21/SS
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8vET
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GENDLER
& MANNLLP ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

www.gendlermann.com Michael W. Gendler | David S. Mann
David S. Mann
Direct: (206) 621-8869
mann@gendlermann.com
January 2, 2014
EA-18G EIS Project Manager (Code EV21/SS)
NAVFAC Atlantic
6506 Hampton Blvd.
Norfolk, VA 23508
Re:  Scoping Comments for EA-18G Growler Airfield Operations at Naval Air Station
Whidbey Island
Dear Project Manager:

These scoping comments are submitted on behalf of Citizens of Ebeys Reserve. These comments
supplement comments you will also receive from individual members of Citizens of Ebeys
Reserve.

Please add my name to your mailing list and provide a copy of the Draft EIS when Cemplete.
L The Alternatives Analysis Must Consider Closing OLF-Coupeville

The alternatives analysis is indeed the “heart” of environmental review. 40 C.F.R. § 1502.14. An
EA must “rigorously explore and objectively evaluate all reasonable alternatives, and, for
alternatives which were eliminated from detail study, briefly discuss the reasons for their having
been eliminated. 40 C.F.R. § 1502.14(a) (emphasis added).! The environmental impacts of the
proposal and the alternatives must be presented in a comparative form, “thus sharply defining the
issues and providing a clear basis for choice ... . 40 C.F.R. § 1502.14(a). “Informed and
meaningful consideration of alternatives — including the no action alternative — is thus an integral
part of the statutory scheme.

For two reasons the EIS must address the alternative of eliminating all flight operations at OLF- .
Coupeville. First of all, the alternatives analysis must include the alternative of “no action.” 40
C.F.R. § 1502.14(d). In this case, the true no action alternative is no further flight operations at
OLF-Coupeville.

Second, in addition to being the true “no action™ alternative, this is also a “reasonable alternative”
that would result in a significant reduction in impacts from noise, as well as impacts to habitat,
property values and public health.

! Mountaineers v. U.S. Forest Service, 445 F.Supp.2d 1235, 1244 (W.D. Wa. 2006).
2 Bob Marshall Alliance v. Hodel, 852 F.2d 1223, 1228 (9™ Cir. 1988).

936 N. 34" Street, Suite 400, Seattle, WA 98103 | Phone: (206) 621-8868 | Fax: (206) 557-5371 | E-mail: info@gendlermann.com
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I1I. The EIS Must Describe the Affected Environment

The CEQ NEPA regulations require a succinct description of the environment of the area to be
affected by the alternatives. 40 C.F.R. §1502.15. In this case, because the most significant
impacts of the Navy’s operations at OLF-Coupeville arise from noise, the Navy’s description of
the affected environment must include an assessment of baseline, ambient noise conditions. See
Discussion below in Section III.C.1. The “affected” environment discussion must also include at
least an assessment of (1) the number residences and people, including children, living with the
zone affected by operations at OLF-Coupeville; (2) a description of schools affected by
operations at OLF-Coupeville; (3) a description of parks and open space, including National and
State parks that are affected by operations at OLF-Coupeville; and (4) a description of all wildlife
and wildlife habitat affected by operations at OLF-Coupeville.

IIl. The EIS Must Fully Address the Environmental Consequences

The CEQ NEPA regulations require a complete and thorough discussion of the environmental
consequences of the proposal and alternatives. 40 C.F.R. § 1502.16.

A. The EIS Must Address the True Cumulative Effects

The EA and FONSI must examine “whether the action is related to other actions with
individually insignificant, but cumulative significant impacts.” 40 C.F.R. § 1508.7(b)(7).
“Significance exists if it is reasonable to anticipate a cumulative significant impact on the
environment.”

The NEPA regulations define cumulative impacts as:

The impact on the environment which results from the incremental impact of the
action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable actions
regardless of what agency (Federal or non-Federal) or person undertakes such
other actions. Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor, but
collectively significant actions taking place over a period of time.

40 CF.R. § 1508.7.

In order to “consider” cumulative impacts, NEPA requires quantification and detailed
information, including a cataloging of relevant past actions in the area.” The Federal Register
notice implies that the EIS will focus only on the addition of two additional Growler
expeditionary squadrons and the addition of three EA-18G Growler aircraft to the Fleet
Replacement Squadron. Limiting review only to these proposed additions would violate NEPA.

3Id.

* Mountaineers, 445 F.Supp.2d 1246; Lands Council v. Powell, 395 F.3d 1019, 1027 (2005).

> Neighbors of Cuddy Mountain v. U.S. Forest Service, 137 F.3d 1372, 1379-80 (9® Cir. 1998);Lands Council, 395
F.3d at 1027
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The EIS must identify and discuss the true cumulative effect of all flight operations at NASWI
including existing operation.

B. The EIS must address impacts on National and State Parks

The CEQ NEPA regulations require a discussion of possible conflicts between the proposed
action and the objectives of Federal, regional, State and local land use plans, policies and controls.
40 C.FR. § 1502.15(c). In this case, the EIS must describe and discuss impacts of NASWI
operations on the purpose and policy of the two nearby National Park properties - Ebey’s Landing
National Historic Reserve and Ebey’s Bluff. The EIS must also address the impacts of operations
on the nearby State Parks, including Deception Pass, Dugualla, Joseph Whidbey, Fort Ebey, Fort
Casey, Ebey’s Landing and Keystone.

C. Additional Elements of the Environment
The EIS must address at least the following topics:

1. Noise: As discussed in the attached scoping comments of JGL Acoustics (incorporated by
reference), the EIS must address the total impact of noise from flight operations at OLF-
Coupeville and Ault Field. This discussion must include a complete and valid measurement and
assessment of ambient baseline conditions as well as current flight conditions in addition to any
proposed additional flights. A minimum of 4 measurement locations is recommended for long-
term (1-week) ambient noise monitoring. At a minimum, the following ambient noise level
statistics should be recorded at each measurement location for each hour of the 7 day period:

Laeq, the A-weighted time average sound pressure level

L Amax fast, the maximum A-weighted sound pressure level (fast response)

Lapk, the maximum A-weighted peak sound pressure level

Lago, the A-weighted sound pressure level exceeded 90% of each 1 hour period
Lai, the A-weighted sound pressure level exceeded 1% of each 1 hour period
Lzpk, the maximum Z (unweighted) peak sound pressure level

After the data is collected, the measured results should be analyzed to determine the following
noise level statistics for each measurement location:

Weekday average hourly Laeq , Lamax fast » and Lagk vs. time of day (24 hours)
Weekend average hourly Laeq , Lamax fast » a0d Lapk vs. time of day (24 hours)
Full week average hourly Laeq , Lamax fast , and Lagk vs. time of day (24 hours)
Weekday average hourly Lago , La1, and Lzpx vs. time of day (24 hours)
Weekend average hourly Lagg , La1, and Lzp vs. time of day (24 hours)

Full week average hourly Lago , Lai, and Lzgk vs. time of day (24 hours)

Lqn for each day of the week, and average L4, for the full week.

In addition to documenting the existing acoustical environment, the EIS should present the
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results of aircraft noise level predictions using the latest version of the NOISEMAP software (or
equivalent) around the Coupeville OLF. The following noise contours should be presented in 5
dB intervals covering the entire south half of Whidbey Island: Lag, LAmax fast » and Lapr In
addition to providing noise contours, the EIS should also predict aircraft noise levels at each of
the ambient noise measurements locations (long-term and short-term). A summary table should
be presented showing the existing ambient and the predicted future aircraft noise levels at each
location. Predicted future noise levels should include 1 year, 5 years, 10 years, and 20 years into
the future.

The EIS should also reveal the number of people that will be impacted by the project, and the
level of impact. Specific questions that should be addressed include:

How many people will suffer loss of sleep, and to what degree?

How many people will suffer hearing loss, and to what degree?

How often will aircraft noise levels degrade speech intelligibility indoors?

Will excessive building vibrations result from the project, and to what degree?

To what extent will noise affect the public’s use of National Parks including Ebey’s Landing
and Ebey’s Bluff, the multiple area State parks, shorelines and Nature Conservancy lands.
To what extent will noise affect populations outside of Whidbey Island including the rest of
Island County, San Juan County, Skagit County and Jefferson County?

NP

o

2. Air Quality: The EIS must discuss the impacts from existing and proposed increased
flight operations on air quality. This includes the air quality at the two National Parks on
Whidbey Island — Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve and Ebey’s Bluff.

3. Public Health: The EIS must address the numerous peer-reviewed studies documenting
the various health effects of aircraft noise, including permanent hearing damage, blood pressure
and cardiac problems; mental health problems; problems related to lack of sleep; how children
have a greater susceptibility to jet noise; and impact on education due to loss of sleep. Studies
include those by: The World Health Organization; The U.S. Department of Transportation; and
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

4. Public Safety: The EIS must address impacts from existing and proposed increased flight
operations on and public safety from aircraft crashes over the populated area within the flight path
for OLF-Coupeyville. This includes a discussion of how many residents could be injured in the
event of a crash. This includes also the impact of a crash caused by bird strikes.

5. Wildlife and Habitat: The EIS must address the impacts on existing and proposed
increased flight operations on wildlife including migratory birds and wildlife habitat including
National Parks, State Parks, Shorelines and private reserves. The EIS also must address the
impacts of existing and proposed increased operations on threatened and endangered species
residing within the NASWIL.

6. Livestock: The EIS must address the impacts on existing and proposed increased flight
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operations on livestock in the vicinity of OLF-Coupevilie

7. Water Quality: The EIS must address the impacts to water quality from the existing
and proposed increased flight operations on water quality. This includes (1) the impacts from
intentional, accidental or emergency release of fuel; (2) the impacts related to fallout from air
contaminants; and (3) the impacts from leaks from fuel storage tanks.

8. Property Values: = The EIS must address the impacts of existing and proposed
increased flight operations on property values. This discussion should include an analysis of
property purchase and sales in the vicinity of OLF-Coupeville since 2004.

9. Quality of Life: The EIS must address the impacts of operation at OLF-Coupeville
on the overall quality of life or livability for affected residents. This includes an assessment of
ability to hold a conversation, talk on the telephone, watch television, sleep, work in the yard,
entertain and otherwise simply live under and nearby the flight paths.

10. Land Use:  The EIS must address the impacts of existing and proposed increased flight
operations on land use patterns on Whidbey Island, including impacts of designation of hazard
safety zones.

11. Tourism: The EIS must address the impacts, including socioeconomic impacts of
existing and proposed increased flight operations on tourism in Island and San Juan Counties.
This includes impact on tourism at the nearby National Parks — Ebey’s Landing National Historic
Reserve and Ebey’s Bluff, and nearby State Parks, including Deception Pass, Dugualla, Joseph
Whidbey, Fort Ebey, Fort Casey, Ebey’s Landing and Keystone.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Very truly yours,

GENDLER & ,LLP

David S. Mann
Enclosure

cc: Clients
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December 31, 2013

David S. Mann

GENDLER & MANN, LLP
1424 Fourth Ave., Suite 715
Seattle, WA 98101

Subject: Whidbey Island Military Jet Noise
- Recommended EIS Scope

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I understand that the Navy has agreed to prepare an EIS to address all impacts of the
EA18G aircraft (Growlers) stationed at the Whidbey Island Naval Air Station. This
report presents my recommendations for the scope of the EIS as it pertains to
environmental noise impacting south Whidbey Island in the vicinity of Coupeville OLF.

The first step is to accurately measure and document the existing acoustical environment.
This requires measurement of the ambient noise in selected locations that are expected to
be impacted by the proposed project. Outdoor ambient noise measurements should be
collected continuously over a minimum period of 1 week at each measurement location.
A full week is recommended to obtain meaningful long-term average ambient noise
levels and to identify if there are any significant differences between weekday and
weekend noise statistics. ANSIS12.4 Type 1 acoustic instrumentation should be used to
collect these data, and the outdoor microphone should be provided with weather
protection with acoustical performance equal to the Bruel & Kjaer model 4952. The
measurement microphone shall be positioned 5 feet above level ground at least 50 feet
from the nearest street and at least 10 feet from the nearest structure or tree. Ata
minimum, the following ambient noise level statistics should be recorded at each
measurement location for each hour of the 7 day period:

Laeg, the A-weighted time average sound pressure level

L Amax fast, the maximum A-weighted sound pressure level (fast response)

Lapk, the maximum A-weighted peak sound pressure level

Lago, the A-weighted sound pressure level exceeded 90% of each 1 hour period
Lai, the A-weighted sound pressure level exceeded 1% of each 1 hour period
Lzpk, the maximum Z (unweighted) peak sound pressure level

5266 NW Village Park Drive Phone: (425) 649-9344
Issaquah, WA 98027 FAX: (425) 649-0737
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After the data is collected, the measured results should be analyzed to determine the
following noise level statistics for each measurement location:

Weekday average hourly Lacq , Lamax fast » and Lagk vs. time of day (24 hours)
Weekend average hourly Laeq , Lamax st and Lapk vs. time of day (24 hours)
Full week average hourly Laeq , Lamax fast » and Lagk vs. time of day (24 hours)
Weekday average hourly Lago , La1, and Lz vs. time of day (24 hours)
Weekend average hourly Lago , L1, and Lz vs. time of day (24 hours)

Full week average hourly Lago , La1, and Lz vs. time of day (24 hours)

Lan for each day of the week, and average Lg, for the full week.

ANENENENENENEN

A minimum of 4 measurement locations is recommended for long-term (1-week) ambient
noise monitoring. One location should be in the residential development south of the
Coupeville OLF at or near Position 1 in Figure 1. A second location should be in or near
the park north of the Coupeville OLF at or near Position 4 in Figure 1. The other two
locations could be near the town of Coupeville and in the populated area east of the
Coupeville OLF. The ambient noise instrumentation will need to be secure, which will
limit the available locations for these measurements. In addition to the long-term
measurements, short-term (24 hours) measurements could be taken at other locations of
interest to the community. The short-term measurements should occur at the same time
as the closest long-term measurement location. The ambient noise measurements should
be conducted during a period when there are no aircraft using the Coupeville OLF. If
aircraft are using Coupeville OLF during these measurements, the hours of aircraft
operations should be noted and that data should be deleted from the data base.

In addition to documenting the existing acoustical environment, the EIS should present
the results of aircraft noise level predictions using the latest version of the NOISEMAP
software (or equivalent) around the Coupeville OLF. The following noise contours
should be presented in 5 dB intervals covering the entire south half of Whidbey Island:
Lans LAmax fast » and Lagi. In addition to providing noise contours, the EIS should also
predict aircraft noise levels at each of the ambient noise measurements locations (long-
term and short-term). A summary table should be presented showing the existing
ambient and the predicted future aircraft noise levels at each location. Predicted future
noise levels should include 1 year, 5 years, 10 years, and 20 years into the future.

The EIS should also reveal the number of people that will be impacted by the project, and
the level of impact. Specific questions that should be addressed include:

1. How many people will suffer loss of sleep, and to what degree?
2. How many people will suffer hearing loss, and to what degree?

5266 NW Village Park Drive Phone: (425) 649-9344
Issaquah, WA 98027 FAX: (425) 649-0737
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3. How often will aircraft noise levels degrade speech intelligibility indoors?
4. Will excessive building vibrations result from the project, and to what degree?

The EIS should also address noise mitigation measures that could be employed. Potential
noise mitigation measures that should be assessed include:

» reducing the noise level generated by each aircraft,

> reducing the number of aircraft events, particularly at night,
» improving the sound insulation properties of the homes, and
» moving the Coupeville OLF to a more remote location.

The discussion of improving the sound insulation properties of the homes in the area
should (at a minimum) address the following potential noise reduction measures:

adding interior storm windows using varying thicknesses of laminated glass,
adding exterior storm doors using varying thicknesses of laminated glass,
adding insulation above the upper floor ceilings, and

upgrading the exterior walls and ceilings of bedrooms.

Upgrading the exterior walls and ceilings of bedrooms could be as simple as adding
another layer of gypsum board to the existing surface, or as difficult as removing the
existing gypsum board and installing new gypsum board on resilient channels or resilient
sound isolation clips.

If you have any questions regarding these recommendations, do not hesitate to give me a
call.

Very truly yours,
JGL Acoustics, Inc,

S G Gl

Jerry G. Lilly, P.E., President, FASA
Member INCE, ASTM, NCAC

5266 NW Village Park Drive Phone: (425) 649-9344
Issaquah, WA 98027 FAX: (425) 649-0737
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Figure 1. Aerial photograph showing the 5 noise measurement locations.

5266 NW Village Park Drive Phone: (425) 649-9344
Issaquah, WA 98027 FAX: (425) 649-0737
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Scoping Meeting Comment Form

D —

Thank you for attending the scoping meeting for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for
the EA-18G Growler Airfield Operations at NAS Whidbey Island. To be most helpful,
comments should be clearly written and describe specific issues or topics. Comments may be
submitted in one of the following four ways: (1) Provide written comments at today's public
meeting; (2) Speak with the stenographer, who will record your comments; (3) Submit your
comments on the project website at www.whidbeyeis.com; or (4) Write your comments and
mail them to: Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, 6506 Hampton Boulevard,
Norfolk, VA 23508, Attn: Code EV21/SS. All comments submitted as part of the scoping
period must be submitted by January 3, 2014.

N

w N

o n p

N‘

(b))

Name
Q_gamzatmn/Afﬁhatmn { i? R E LE \/ A NT

(b)(6) :
Address OAK JHRBOR WA 98277-529
E-mail : None
Please check here |,/ | if you would NOT like tobeonthe mall.mg list
Please check here if you would like your name/address kept private [\/ 0 pfoblem .

Please print Additional room is provided on back

Please drop this form into one of the comment hoxes here at the scoping meeting or mail to:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
6506 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23508, Attn: Code EV21/SS

YOUR INPUT MATTERS
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ON NOISE: I Jan 2014

In the 31 Oct 2008 Interim Audit Report of the USN Audit
Service, article entitled "Consideration of Hazardous Noise
in the acquisition of F/A-18E/F Super Hornet and EA-18G
Growler Strike Fighter Variants, Section 5a, this quote is
instructive:

"According to PMA265 representatives, the F/A-18E/F aircraft
emits and the EA18-G will emit, a maximum 150dBs, which is well
above the noise level considered harmful to hearing (greater
than 84dBs). According to PMA 265, they made no initial at-
tempts to mitigate flight line/deck jet noise hazard through
design selection. This is contrary to the system safety design
order of precedence specified in the MIL-STD-882D."

Despite this admonition, the Navy issued in 2008 a FONSI
(Finding of No Significant Impact) by convoluting engine and
ambient air parameters to skirt strictures of NEPA, thus to
qualify (?) the basing of Growlers at WINAS. But it is the
OLF that, clearly, should be off-limits to Growlers. Zirerafs
Aircraft of 43,800# thrust, carrying high power settings to
a touchdown, then accelerating at 100% military power (using
afterburner as required), flying a continuous loop in-trail
formation, distant by only HUNDREDS of feet - horizontally
and/or vertically - laying its sonic soundprint on urban and
subur ban homes, all schools, sportsfields, playgrounds, a
Transit Complex and the Whidbey General Hospitalgshould not
be allowed to create this effluvium of sonic terror.

The Hospital has just been granted a $50 million bond levy
to modernize and expand its facilities. It would be a travesty
if even one cent had to be allocated to sound proof it from
low flying tactical aircraft at the expense of degrading its
ability to serve the Island. You are not unaware of hundreds
of millions of dollars already paid by the Navy and in the
dockets for payment, plus $10million more for litigation con-
cerning the sonic assaults by Growler aircraft in VA and NC.

Cut to:
PROBLEM/SOLUTION

The OLF's desirability for FCLP is its proximity to sea
level and distance from urban incident light. Ergo: anchor
a carrier or a tanker (retrofitted WWII escort style) many,
many miles off shore for CLP, then set it a-sail for qualifi-
cations.

Advantage: cost, freeing aircrews from hazards,and thous-
ands of civilians from constant jack-hammer disruptiions and
endangerment of lives and homes. But most of all, relieving
politicians, the military, realtors and home sellers of conep-~
cting and enforcing the BIG LIE about noise disclosure and
maybe, just maybe allowing a community to re-bond.

(b)®)

RFZ
7

3

20
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ON FALSE EQUIVALENCIES 30 Dec 2013

Editor:

In the Dec 18 "Sound Off" column, it is not the failure of
Mac “McDowell’s figleaf of false modesty to disguise his own
career dossier that rankles, but insistence that if his job
listing were not fully duplicated by critics, they "have no
clue (from) which to speak" regarding use of the OLF.

Wrong! If one's very own family, home, freedom to seek a
chosen life, and the Declaration of the "Right (to) the pursuit
of Happiness'" are held hostage in an effluvium of sonic ter-
ror, there are countless clues from which to speak and to demand
relief from this aerial assault.

False equivalency #2: virtually none of the "5000 plus"sig-
natories to enforce landing practice at the OLF is jack ham-
mered from the sky by day and night exposures to a queue of
in-trail aircraft powered by 43,800 lb. thrust engines with
afterburners, that fly racetrack patterns at only 600 ft sep-
aration from habitation, and for hours at a time.

Even those of the 5000 who live near the perimeters of Ault
Field endure a straight and level flow of traffic at the standard
pattern altitude of 1000 ft. The townies do not share the bed-
lam of their OLF neighbors in central Whidbey, but undergo only
the normal arrivals, departures, overflights and situational
adjustments of noise levels common to a military training base.

Were any of these signatures collected at Tyee's, the Red
Apple, any of Coupeville's schools, sportfields; from mothers
of children at playgrounds affected by the destructive Growler
rasp; the entrance to the island's only hospital? All of these
sites and hundreds of homes underlie the OLF low-flight zones
and all arehpotentlal disaster areas. What is the equivalence
of an assailant who bleats while the patient bleeds?

The most disingenuous nonsense are the notions (held by a
questionable majority) that a, if the Growlers go, the entire
military metropolis of NASWI and its recently enlarging hospital,
the thousands of personnel and families dependent on the com-
mercial interface with Oak Harbor - and vice versa - will have
to suddenly decamp and b, Mac McDowell's notion that if the
Growlers go (implying the rest of the base would stay) federal
largesse to Whidbey Is. would diminish by %. (Would that in-
clude all expeditionary crews and the Aussies too, who are as-
signed to land bases only?) Do the math.

How much Growler training is already farmed out? Final car-
rier qualifications occur under sail thousands of miles away.
All tactical aircraft here are armed and must practice their
lethal arts to destroy targets on land, at sea and in the air,
but obviously not here; in-flight refueling not here; joint
training exercises with USAF, NATO and allied aircraft are
conducted elsewhere. Why will the relocation of just another



-2 -

training phase (FCLP) trigger gither base collapse or imperil
44% of the economy? Otherwise, consider the citation from the
F/A-18 Program Office in 2009.

« $38 mil paid by the Navy to Virginia Beach

 $350 mil on the docket for payment to Tidewater, VA
¢ $10 mil in litigation costs for an OLF in NC

* 300 mil estimate to build another OLF

Take a look at the gamesmanship of the Noise Disclosure Ordinance(s)
swindled through by the County Commissioners in 2002 (Mac McDowell
a member). Then ask why and by whom Oak Harbor has been duped
into this stampede of fear and foolishness over base closure.

NOTE: and not a whisper from BRAC in any of this.

, There is no equivalence in risking the safety and lives of

a multi-million$ crew and aircraft flying tricky stuff at a
dangerously low altitude in an APZ (crash zone) that is only

a wink-and-a-nod concoction; nor imperiling the health, safety g
welfare of citizens who may die in a mishap that could be pre-
vented...now!

That's lose-lose. The OLF here is at virtual sea level and
and relatively free of urban incident light. Take it one step
farther.

Divert an old flat-top on the way to its rusting place or
commandeer and retrofit an old broad beam tanker (as they did
in WWII to make escort carriers). Anchor it 50 miles off shore
and go at it, guys! That's win-win.

Then we can all have a bonfire...hats, signs, t-shirts.
And get sane again. Safely.
(b)(6)

0S€eT



GUEST COLUMNIST whid 2650
By MAC MCDOWELL 18 Dee O3

The newspaper continues to
£ report on the front page the rant-

- ing of the anti-Navy leadership that
* wants to move half the Navy off
island rather than interview a pro-
portionate number of the 5,000-plus
people who signed the petition stat-
ing the Outlying Field Coupeville
has been operating more than 70
years, is grandfathered and should

keep OLF open. <

Besides saying the Navy can't be trusted, the anti-
Navy leadership claim to know OLF isn’t necessary.

I believe the Navy is as, if not more, trustworthy
than any government organization.

The Navy person’s oath is to protect and defend
the Constitution of the United States and that what it
stands for. - o

I am sure the three leaders, Monson, Spina or
Pickard never served a day in service protecting the
country when they were young.
. Until'0One says they were a Navy safety officer, com-

manding officer, 2 member of an admiral’s staff or in a
position of responsibility tasked with looking at causal
relationships between training and flying accidents, I
suggest they have no clue of which they speak regard-
ing OLE. | T

The newspaper should balance reporting in propor-
tion of more than 5,000 petition signers and the num-
ber wanting the Growlers to leave, thereby removing
half or more of the 88 percent of economic activity the
Navy represents. o

I request all of the transit, school, hospital and pri-
vate sector employees who will lose jobs if the Navy
moves as a result of not being able train at OLF to com-
ment on the Navy’s website at www.whidbeyeis.com/
comment.aspx with your thoughts about the Navy’s
continued presence.

B Mac McDowell is a resident of Oak Harbor
and a former Island County Commissioner.
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Island County Board of Commissioners

P.O. Bo>.< 5000 _ Phone: (360) 679-7354
Coupeville, Washington 98239-5000 From Camano: (360) 629-4522
From S. Whidbey: (360) 321-5111

December 31, 2013 Fex (860) 679-7381

www.islandcounty.net

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
Attn: Code EV21/SS EA-18G EIS Project Manger
6506 Hampton Boulevard

Norfolk VA 23508

Dear Project Manager,

I respectfully request that the following community issues be addressed in the Environmental Impact Study
(EIS).

It is vital to measure the impacts generated by a full pattern of multiple Growler aircraft during the “touch-
and-go” operations at the Out Lying Field (OLF) and not to use single aircraft measurements or model
averages that include non-operational days and times. This will more accurately reflect how the Central
Whidbey community experiences training flights at OLF.

Please address potential increased health effects of aircraft during “touch and go” operations (rather than in
flight), including hearing damage, blood pressure and cardiac problems; review any added susceptibility of
senior citizens and children; as well as impacts to livestock and wildlife. Also include any potential changes to
air quality.

It is important for the EIS to review the impacts to the agricultural, recreational, and historic resources in
nearby state parks and Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, a National Park of environmental, cultural,
and historical significance and an important wildlife and migratory bird habitat.

The EIS scope should include all EA-18G and EA-6B operations at NASWI to determine how they impact the
local communities and environment. The Navy is obliged to provide our island communities a full disclosure
of the impacts of increased flight activity at both OLF and Ault Fields which can best inform any decisions
concerning balancing the uses of the two Whidbey fields

I'understand the necessity for training Navy pilots to properly prepare for deployment to aircraft carrier
duty. Further, I apprecxate efforts by the: NASWI leadersh1p to communicate with local officials and try to
avoid training at OLF on weekends, holidays and during popular commumty festivals. As this EIS process
concludes, I welcome the opportunity to work with the Navy to assist in implementing the mitigation
strategies and land use changes identified to address the training requirements of the Navy while
appropriately protecting the local communities. ‘

Thank you for considering my comments.

Smcerely,

A

Helen Price ]ohnson
Island County Commissioner, District 1





